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i | Wherein 18 ſhewn what is, _ what is not * 


* Goſpel; what was 
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anſwer that pu 


: that end has in a great meaſure ealure b | 
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4 | Humbly offered to publick con CU 

1 to all thoſe who eſtee 0 by 
3%). others to be Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift, and Preachers of his 
2 Goſpel ; and more — ＋ to all thoſe who have obtained 

4 the reputation of being the great Defenders of W 
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TO HIS 


READ R N 


IRS, I have in the falling 
traci ſhewn you what. was the 


82 


at end, and the proſeſſed 
deſign of our Lord Feſus Chriſt's 
coming into the world; and of what 
he did, and ſuffered in it, from it, and 
for it, viz. to fave mens fouls. I 
have likewiſe ſhewn you what metl 

Chriſt took, and the means he made uſe 
of in order to obtain that end. And 
in the doing of this I have alſo ons 
you what 1s. ſtrictly and y the 
true goſpel of Fefus Chriſt, or what is 
that good news which be was ſent of 
A'S: 


lievers upon Chriſtianity, a of the 


Lianity, may have been, in many im 


The Autor EN, 
God 70 S the world with. | Ant 


as there has been of late great com- 
plaining of the -growth of infidelity, 


od of cha bold ects mans Jr ee 


idlengſi, weakneſs, and unfairneſs -of 
what has been urged on that bead; 
and as many - other perſons have been 
engag ed in ts defence (the* poſſibly 
what has been urged in favour of; Ghri- | 


"0, *% — „ 0 fr << 


Q 


frances, as idle and weak as what, has 4 


been urged againſt it): ſo from our, 


peruſal of the annexed treatiſe you wi 
be better qual; ified to diſcern whether". 
the main points in diſpute, and tbe 
chief and principal things contended. 
for, and againſt, be real Chriſtianity: 
and the true goſpel of Chriſt ; or ub. 
ther they be not rather and in the main 
2 he doctrines and commandments, and 
the intereſt and power of men, | which 
fome ⁊ealouſiy ' oppoſe, and others as 
Wd defend, Alas! there's Jores 


 grmmes 


g 


ines great zeal pretended to be ſbemm 
for Chriſtianity, when. there is Juft 
ground to p- 
of Jaſus Chriſt is leaſt at heart. Mens 


RR Erne Mo Le an Re: 


— 5 . . On. 
* 
to his Readers. 


preſume that the true goſpel 


worldly poſſeſſions, heir power and 


pre- eminence are what they value, and 


think worth contending. for; and that 


ſuch contention may appear with the bet. 


ter grace Chriſtianity is brought in 10 


countenance it. But let this be as it will. 


What is contained in the following 
tract the whole body of mankind are 
manifeſtly intereſted in; and this has 


induced me to offer it to publick confi- 


deration. I do likewiſe particularly. 


recommend it to the ſerious 'confidera- 


tion of all thoſe who eſteem themſelves, 
or are eſteemed by others to be miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and preachers of | bis 


goſpel. And the reaſon of this is, be- 


cauſe the ſubje of it, at it enters into 
thoſe important queſtions, via. what 
is, and what is not the true goſpel of 
Jeſus Cbriſt, is what they as preachers 


g * 
4 


of 


The Author 

f Chrift and bir goſpel are particig: 
ly 1 and if ir 1 ap- 
—— erroneous, are ; 
. — 1 


rhink, they are more ofpecially concern 
ed to examine it, in order to \ fee "whe 
tber it has been real and true Chriſti- 
anity they have been engaged Ne e 
fence of, or not. And, 
A I have purſued this and RY 1 
the utmoſt fairneſs and freedom, at 
with a ftrict regard to truth uber 


it might laad me, or ubomſoever I 


might oppoſe by it, and under a well 

grounded . Fon, and with a-feris | 
ous regard to a future judgment and 
retribution : /o intreat my Examiners 
to d the like, and then, I doubt or, 
but what is here offered will appear int 


OE New" Fs: 4 different 
— effett 


dochis Readers. 
ect upon their minds than otherwiſe 
it would. have. I do- likewiſe ineraas 
my readers to configer that to look i] 
a future judgment and retributian aniy 
as @ proper tepick far argument; as 
ſomething that has upun the foot of rea- 
ſon more to be ſaid for it, 3han can bg 
ſaid againſt it; as ſomething we ar 


r 


— obliged ro revelation for the certainty. 
N of (tho' tbinl that is @ miſtake); 
= as a ſubjet# which affords matter fon. 
7 a man handſomely 40 barangue half an 


hour in a pulpit upon, and the like, 
it one thing; and for a man to pay 
fuch a ſeriaus regard to it, as that it 
becomes a ground or reaſon of action t0' 

him, which rightly direct and governs 

his mind and life, this is quite another a 
thing. Aud yet, where the latter of 
theſe is wanting, there faith is the ſaus 
as infidelity with re/pef to any good 
purpoſe that is ſerved by it. Aa A 
future judgment and retribution ſeem 
to be things rather 10 be talked and 


The Author 
boaſted of, hun to be a ground or rea- 
n of action, or to be ſeriouſſy regarded 
by Chriſtians. Tho', T hope, this will not 
be the caſe of my Examiner; for if it 
ſhould, T fear, I al come but poorly off. 

T have in the following ſheets fhewn 
what are the true grounds 4-2 ac- 
ceptance wizh God; and likewiſe what 
are the true grounds upon which fin- 
nert may reaſonably expect to obtain 
the divine mercy ; and theſe ſurely 
muſt be allowed to be points in which 
all mankind are nearly concerned. I 
have likewiſe in the following tratt 
| rendered the goſpel of Chrift defend- 
. able pon rational principles, by fepas 
| rating from it thoſe things which have 
1 been blended with it, and which there- 
by have laid a foundation for moft of 
zhoſe difficulties and objections which 
have been urged againſt it. And het, 
notwithſtanding, (ſuch is the". humour 
of the age,) I may poſſibly be deem- 
_ and rr as an Unbeliever, 

and 
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which ſurely nothing can be more un 


Bey ought to be heard and 
in the Tire of the goſpel of Chrif, 


enemy 10 that goſpel ;.. than 


juſt, ar erous. However I 
will ſo far intereſt- myſelf in the cauſe 


of unbelievers, (if any ſuch there-are 
among us,) as to ſay, 8 10 


have | done them; and if they 
have any thing to offer apainf Chrifti- 
anity as the ground of their infidelity, 


which is a ſpirit of -meekneſs, for- 
bearance and love. I am ſenſible the 


common cry is; that it is not mens 


- perceiving any difficulties which at- 


tend the divinity of the Chriftian' Re- 


velation, but it is their love t0-their 


vices which is the ground and cauſe 
of their infidelity ; though this is: a 
preſumption which, I think, does not 


appear to be well grounded. Fur if 


a man be diſpoſed to follow his vi- 
cious inclinations, without amy diſtur- 


bance from others ar acta in 


— his 


: 
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> The Author 
his own mind; ther: certainly be id 


2 ſecure this, by 45 feriftly ad- 
hering, with regard #0 bis opinions, 
to the eſtabliſhed religion of bis Caun- 


ty, let that he wwhat it will, and. not 
us doviate from it in any point. For 
eben as he may be as vicious as le 


Pleaſes withour — binelf re. 


I markable, ar drawing an bie the 

0 watehful eyes of athers : /o it is but 

li 15 ſtrain the ſanſe of the Reuelatiam 
publickly adberad o, and he may find | 


0 aur ſeveral ways ro render the prac- 
tice of vice eaſy to himyelf. This bas - 
been too much, and too often the caſe - 
amongſt Chriſtians ; many of them by 
applying to thenyelves the virtue and 
yl merit of a ſtrong faith, or by warm 
[ zeal for a party, (which they ate. apt 
; to confider as contending for truth 
1 and true religion,) or by. à camſlant 
y attendance on ſome external obſer - 
| bandes, or by the application of ihe 
[1 good works, 6: TIP 
| wy oh ot 


other 
222 — minds 


fo a the Unteliever refleSs fori 


upon his attions after the commiſſion 
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fault in bis conduct is as it were te- 
giſtered in a book, and remembered 
againſt him upon all occaſions. And 

as reaſon or the religion. of nature 
405 and condemns every vice: 


them, he mu} ftamd condemned in 
bi own Ong and has no ſanctuary 
270 


70 fly to, to render that weight and bur- 
en eaſy to himſelf. And if a man does 


as he has no reluctancy of mind :,/o the 


a few difficulties is not @ rational, and 
ſetting aſide the Chriſtian, or any Revela- 


ries with it the greater and higher de- 


guires that every thing ſhould be brought 


into the caſe which makes either for, or 


ments either for, or againſt that queſtion. 


— — — — 
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not reflect ſeriouſly upon his actions, then 


caſe is the ſame whether he be a Be- 
liever, or an Unbeliever. And as I have 
thus far intereſted myſelf in the cauſe of 
Unbelievers : fo I beg leave to obſerve 
one thing to them, viz. that the ſtarting 


therefore is not a ſufficient ground for 


tion, if what is offered in its favour care 


gree of probability. I ben any queſtion 
admits of a diſpute, common juſtice. re- 


againſt that queſtion ; and wherever x 
upon a fair compariſon, the greater and 
higher degree of probability lies, that 


ought in reaſon to determine our judg- 
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TRUE GOSPEL 


FESUS CnRISr: 


AS SERT E D. 


SECTION 1 


H E great end and the Se F * 
nn of our Lord Jefus Chriſt as to 
his coming into the world, and 
with reſpect to what he has re- 
vealed to it, Per med in it, and ſuffered 
from it, and for it is manifeſtly and appa- 
rently this, viz: to fave mens "ſouls ; that is, 
it is to prepare men for, and to inſure to 
them the favour of God, and their happineſs 
in another world, and to prevent them from 
bringing great and laſting mi upon them-' 

hes And — 10 2 15 1 81 of the 
caſe is moſt evident from Chriſt's own re- 
peated declarations concerning this matter. 
Matth. xviii. 11. For the ſon is man 16 come 


to ſave that which" was uke ix. ba 
* or 


2 


The True Ggßpel of 
For the n of man is nir cume to defliroy mens 


lives, but to ſave them. Chap. xix. 10. For the 
of man is come to ſeet and to ſave that 


which was hoft, John iii. 16, 17. For God 
fo loved the world, that" he 


. his ac * 
gotten ſon ; that whoſoever believeth in bim, 
Should not periſh, but have everlaſting life. For 


God ſent not bis ſon into the world to condemn . 


the world; but that the world thro bim might 
be ſaved. Chap. v. 24. Verily, verily T ſay 
unto you, he that heareth my word, and be- 
hieveth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting 
life, and ſhall not come into condemnation : but 


bath paſſed from death unto life. Chap. vi. 40. 


And this is the will of bim that ſent me, 
that every one which ſeeth the . ſon, and believe. 


erb on him, may have everlaſling life: and Þ_ 


will raiſe him up at the laft day. Chap. x. 10. 
T am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. Chap. xii. 
47. And if any man hear my words, and be. 


lieve not, I judge him not; for I am not. come 
to judge the world, but to ſave it. From theſe  - 
and ſuch like declarations which Chrift has 
made, it is moſt evident and apparent, not 

T that men by their vices and wickedneſs 


rendered” themſelves 2 of God's 


faucur, and had: expoſed themſelves to his 


juſt diſpleaſure ; but alſo that the great end 
and the profeſſed - defign. which Chriſt came 
into the world to proſecute was to PR 


IJzſus Chrift afferiad. 
their /alvation ; which in other words is the 
ame as to ſay, that his great end and de- 

e men for, and to inſure 


to ſecure them from preſent my, al 

pleaſures and pains of this world; ate gene- 
rally connected with the pleaſures and pains 
of another; that is, what fits and prepares 
a man for future felicity,, generally fendt to 
make him eaſy and happy bere; and What 
expoſes a man to the miſeries of andthet 
world, generally tends to make him unhapp 
and miſerable in this. And in this view. d 
the caſe Chriſtianity may as truly be. {aid 
to be ſubſervient to mens as to their 
future well-being ; not by inveſting any 
Chriſtian with any tempor al power. or furif- 
dition over his brethten or fellow Chriſtians 
out of which his preſtnt good or temporal 
advantage might ariſe z. but only by- engaging 
each and every individual to put on ſuch 4 
- temper 


namely, to lead men to pr 
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temper of mind, and fut a behaviour :ay - 
renders each perſon a bleſſing to himſelf, and 
to ſociety, and from which temper and be- 
haviour the preſent temporal g of each i 2 5 
dividual generally flows. © Chriſtianity Was 
not intended, and therefore it has made 2 
proviſion for the inveſting any Chriſtian, not 
any ſet, or order, or body of men amongſt 
Chriſtians with any the /zaft degree of tems 
poral power or wealth, any otherways than 
as it engages each individual in the practice 
of that virtue which may render him wor- 
thy to be intruſted with the former in civil 
ſociety, 7 as it leads him — that diligence 
induſtry and 'frugality which is pars > 
of 4 15 4 | | 
As the grand defign of Chriſt and ths. 
Chriſtian revelation is to promote the fututs 
good and being of mankind, and not the 
preſent intereſt of any perſon, but oply as 


the latter is connected with, and naturally * 
flows from the former: ſo whenever the * 
name or the revelation of Chriſt is made uſe , " 
of to ſupport and carry on the temporal ins OR 
tereſt of any Chriſtian, ' or any ſet, or order, b 
or body 4 men among Chriſtians; by in- 4 


veſting — with any the leaſt degree of 
temporal power out of which their preſm 
intereſt might ariſe, this is'manifeſtly an abuſe 
of the name and of the revelation of Chriſt, 
by making theſe ſubſervient to other, and 


| Run 


ene 27 would not be underſtood to mean 
that Chriſtians" as Chriftraris'have not a right 


of Chriſt by way of argument or motive in 
order to periwade and engage each other to 
the practice of Jiftice 3 arif and Bene vo- 
lence out of which the tempotal good of 
many Chriſtians muſt Lk there being in 
theſe caſes no te or juriſdiction 
at all; but what I inte Dar ns Obriſtian 
confidered' as a ' Chriſtian, and by Kew un 
his being fiieh; has any coercive power or Ju 


other Chrifligs! l. b e nest Wright fo 
to oblige them to any thing, or to m or 
puniſh them for their no? pliance; Chriſt 
not barg delegated any” ſach power; and 
when, or wherever it has been claimed and 
exerciſed it has been /ubver/ive of the [great 
end and purpoſe of his coming, and of his 
preaching and miniſtry; that is, it has been 


injurious to this 18871 and Ty pra 


mankind. - 
To belittle on: and to ſubenie to be 
by the Jaws of Chriſt, is what; and what 


alone conſtitutes a Cheiftian'; and it is this 
which contracts the relation betwixt Chriſt 
and his people. Whoever therefore believes 
in, and ſubmits to be governed by the laws 
of Chriſt, by this he i a 


Iriſtian or 
a member 


tpoſes than what they wete in 


to make uſe 'bf the name and the revelation 


riſdictim ovet the perſons: or properties of any 
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Lu and when be thi ws u ion 
n Co wn? 


that Yule of action is which th 
io an accou 
cording as they have 722 ee, in 
of righteouſneſs which rey ee * 


nominates him to be their bead, that is, theft 


The W 
a member, of the body of Chriſt; 
is nere or Ii a Chriſtian, or rather ! 2 
better or a worſer Chriſtian, as he wgre g 
leſs ſabmits himſelf to he greed, by r 


wy be go- 
verned by them, he then ceaſes. to. be.s 
Chriſtian or a member of the body of Chil, 
let his profeſſions and pretenſions be wh 
they wi init tand: to his people if 
relation of a. governour, as he was appointe 
and font of God to nh *. 


their /empers and bebaviaurs 


will render them ang to their 990 
and as be is appointed their judge to call thaw 
For. their actions, and 0 
chem in another world ag- 
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ward. of punt, 


this; 280 it is mens f 2 1 
Chrip, that is, to oo law 

their compliance with, that 2 | 
lation betwixt him and hens * * 110 ä 


— nh and they to be his body, that Ys, 


hn So that Chriſtians 8 wel 
Chriſtians Wes bed. th me 
have no other authoritative power or gayei- in 
nour over them, but their ane cammon. head 710 
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al they. , have no. other lat, conſidered as 


, - 


their behaviour by. And. 
As a Chriſtian conſidered as ſuch; is ſubs 


only anſwerable: to Cbriſt, and not to any 
cb kt, ot order, or body 
of men among Chriſtians for the breach of 
them. Chtiſt is conſtituted to be, not only 
the /ole lawpiver, but alſo. the fole judge of the 
behaviour of his people; and t his 
people are only anſwerable to bim for the 
breach of his Jaws. And thongh the laws f 
Chriſt require the performance of relative 
and other duties; yet Chriſt hath not inugſi- 
ed any Chriſtian, . nor any body of men 
among Chriſtians with a rigbt to call any 
of his people to an account for the breach of 
his laws, ſo as to have a right to carrect and 


ed 
* 
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"7 puniſh them for their non-compliancezr: T 
759 would not be underſtood: to mean that Chri- 
4 ſtians as Chriſtians have not à right to r. 
F BY /70ve and admaniſd one another with r 

h de- to their breach of the law of Chriſt, and to 
ther make uſe of all proper methods by way of 
at th argument and perſweſion, in order to bring 
10S. Bs the tranſgreſſors of Chriſt's laws to repentance 
and reformation of their evil ways, there be- 
gone ing in ſuch caſes no tempotal power or ju 

ö . riſdiction at all; but what I intend is that 
* as Chriſt is conſtituted the ſole judge of the 


actions 


3 


1 


jected only to the leu of Cbriſt: ſo he is 


* 


Chriſtians, but the laws, of Chriſ to ditect 
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actions of his people, ſo it is his peculiar 
prerogative . * them for the breachi 
of his laws, ſanct ion annexed to, and 
> which are. net to inforce obedience to the 
laws of Chriſt are not the pleaſures and pains 
of this world, but the happineſs and miſery 
of another ; and Chriſt 5 in his ewn'per- 
ſon, at the Ay time, viz. at the day, of 
Judgment, call his people to an account 
their behaviour and will reward or puniſh 
them according as they ſhall have acted agree 
ably with, or contrary to thoſe laws. I ſay, that 
the ſanctions annexed to the laws of Chriſt 
are not the pleaſures and pains of this world, 
any otherways than as our obedience or dif 
| obedience. to Chriſt's laws is of itſelf and 
by its own natural tendency ſabſervient do 
our preſent happineſs or W And there 
fore, if any Cbriſtian, or any body of men 
among (ps ſhould take upon him, gr 
them to inflict any temporal puniſhment upon 
any of their fellow Chrſtiant for their breach 
of any of the laws of Chriſt, conſidered; ag 
the laws of Chriſt ; this is plainly to invert 
the order of things, by annexing other and 
contrary ſanttions to the laws of Chriſt thah 
| he has annexed to them; by judging..and 
puniſhing before the time; and bs the member; 
aſſuming an authority, and exerci 
| which * belongs to Chr: if fc he 
4 | Pp 


Peſus Chrift" aſſerted. 
As believing in; and fubmitting to be g 


verned by the laws of Chriſt is what ako. 
conſtitutes #'Chriſtian': ſo in this every per- 


B38 


the ſon is, and muſt be a vbluntier, it not 1 
pours in the power of any man, nor any ſet 
uſery order, or body of men to believe in, and obey 
Par: the laws of Chriſt, in, and by, or for the 
erben of another. | Neither can any man, or 
£1 body of men force. faitb or Jurgen, in, and 
ugiſh from the perſon of another; ſeeing faith is, 
Sree Bl and muſt be the produce of conviction, and 


obedience to the laws of Chriſt muſt de Vo= 
luntary, for otherways it is not, neither can 
it be Chriſtian 'obeaience. To perform an 
action which the law of Chriſt requires, be- 
cauſe the law of the ftate, or any human Jju- 
dicial power requires the performance of the 
ſame action, and becauſe the law of the ſtate, 
or ſuch judicial power threatens, and will 
puniſh our diſobedience ; this is not obedience 
to the laws of 'Chriſt, but only to the law 
of the tate, or to ſuch human judicial power 
as required, and was the ground of that obe- 
dience. And as every Chriſtian is and muſt 
be a voluntier, for otherways he is not ſtrict- 
ly and properly a Chriſtian : ſo he is ſuch 

of the will and determination 
of any Chriſtian, or any order, of men 
among Chriſtians ; it not being in their 
power to make him e, or to make him 
ee I would not be underſtood to 


B 3 mean, 
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one man by ment, by per 
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mean, that it is not in the power of au 
example and the hke to incourage and invite 
men to a compliance with the laws of; Chriſt, 
or to lead or draw them off from their fal- 


jection to him; but what I mean is that a0 


every Chriſtian is and muſt be ſuch volun- 
tarily and of his own choice, in oppoſition t 
the will or choice of any other petſon ot 
derſons who may be ſuppoſed to chuſe ſot 
* ; ſo he is ſuch independently, that is, it 
does not depend upon the will and pleaſur oſ 
any other perſon or perſons whether he ſhall 
be a Chriflian, or not, it not being in dhe 
power of any perſon or perſons to chriſtianiat, 
or unchriſtianize a man as they pleaſe, but it 
depends upon every man's own pleaſure, (in 
oppoſition to all others who may be tup- 
poſed to chuſe for him, or force him, or de- 
termine againſt him,) whether he will obey 


the laws of Chriſt, or not; 1 
whether he will be a Chriſtian, or not. And 

As the relation betwixt Chriſt and big 
people is contracted by their believing in, and 
ſubmitting to be governed by his laws :--{0 
the fame thing contracts the relation of l. 
therhood betwixt one Chriſtian and another. 
Men do not in this caſe become related to 
Chrift by their relation to, and union with 
#ach other; but on the contrary.they become 
related to each other only and wholly-þy.their 


—— —— 


r 


union 
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that brotherhood in the-preſent caſe 
ariſe from. nor depend upon 


— and ſolely upon es 
aden 2e the Las Chr, 


particu 
ciety; and tn — their brotherly re- 
lation to him as a Chriſtian: yet this does 
= that relation, nor make him ½% a 
ian than he was before; becauſe his re- 
— to Cbriſ, and to them as a Chriſtian 
brother in conſequence thereof does not ariſe 
from, nor depend upon their pin of him, 
nor their bebgvieur towards him, but only 
by his believing in, and ſubmitting to be 
governed by Chriſts laws, which ſuch acts of 
excommunication does not affect at all. And, 
As Chriſtians ſtand to each other in the 


| Dis relation of brethren only, and not in the re- 
„and lation of maſlers and ſervants to each other, 
2 conſidered as Chriſtians: ſo there is no fuch 
ther. 
ed to 
with 
their 
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of any un 
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we 


form . ſome 4 
Chriſtians 
them and the like), or by his being intruſted 
with ſuperior abilities to ſerve his fellow 


Chriſtians, than. ſome other Chriſtians may 
be called to, or be entruſted with; I ſay; tho! 
this may enable one Chriſtian to be mare 


| ful and ſerviceable to his fellow Chriſtians 


yet it is not by his inveſting any Cbriſlian, 
nor any ſet, or order, or body of men among 


than other Chriſtians are capable of beings: 


yet this does not give thoſe who are called to 


intruſted with ſuperior abilities to ſerve it. any 


power, authority, juriſdiction or - pre-eminence/ 


over their fellow Chriſtians; but on the -con« 


trary they ſtand to them in theſe circumſtances | 


only as brethren in Chriſt Jeſus; that is, 
are upon a foot of perfect equality in 


reſpects. And therefore though Chriſt and 
his revelation may be truly ſaid to be ſubſen 


Chriſtians with a rigbt of dominion over the 
perſons or properties of their brethren out of 
which their preſent intereſt might ariſe (he 
not. having made any fuch inugſtiture); but 
it is by his engaging his diſciples and fol- 
lowers to be wiſe and good men, upon which 


their n preſent happineſs, and their benefis 


cialneſs to ſocrety does apparently e 


his being called to * 
. the e 
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| wy iſt . aferted. | 
This, Ti, is odd of — — 1 
and e at preſent, even before his ſecond 
— ſtands to his in the rela- 
tion of a Governour, as he has repreſented to 
them, and preſſed their -obedience-to that rule 
of action which they ought in reaſon to 
govern their behaviour by; and as he will 
call them to an account for their actions, and 
will reward or puniſh them in another world, 
according to their behaviour here; and they 
become his e by their chuſing to be 
governed by 2 So that Chriſt's king 
dom, at preſent, does not conſiſt in the ex- 
erciſe of any temporal power or juriſdiction 
over the perſons and properties, of his people; 
but it is a dominion. over the camciences of 
fs 3 only on argument and per- 
on; mens conſciences are firſt brought 

Fs ſubjection to Chriſt, by argument and 
WL and then their perſons and pro- 
poem their affett4on and ations are, not 
forced, but voluntarily ſubjefted to bim, as be- 
ing directed and governed by bis laws, and 
thereby are engaged in his ſervice, and this is. 
lieh and properly. Chriſtian obedience. The 
Jews and Romans thought by Chriſt's taking 


to himſelf the title of King that he aſſumed 


ſuch —— power and juriſdiction over 
the perſong and ies of men as the princes 
and potentates of the earth exerciſed over their 
ſubjetts, 1 view of the caſe they 

c .onſidered 


not the caſe, and that bar hen 1 
dom was not of this age ; for if it e 
would his ſervants have fought for him, that 
he might not have been delivered to the Jews. 
What fort of power Chriſt will aflume”at 
his /econd coming, when that kingdom Key 
come which he hath taught his j 
pray for; — — FF 
eat power and reign; w Ge 
of the world ſhall” the kingdoms"'sf 
Gad, and of his Chrift, is beſides the purpoſe 
of my preſent enquiry, What I obſerde 10 
that as Chriſt, as yet, has not aſſumed nor 
exerciſed ſuch a temporal dominion over His 
people, but only a dominion over their bn Z 
ſciences, re from, and founded only on 
argument and perſwaſion : ſo neither has he 
communicated any ſuc temporal power or de- 
minion to others; and conſequently not an 
Chriſtian, nor any ſet, or order, or body of men 
among Chriſtians, confidered as Chriſtians, 
and by virtue of their being ſuch, have 
any right of dominion over the perſons or pri: 
ew of their ien | e 
| 408 
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As the great end and the profeſſed defign 
A of Chriſt's 2 warld = 
and of his delivering a divine revelation :to it 
was to ſave mens fouls (as I have before 
ſhewn): ſo ſurely this is an end moſt excel- 
lent and valuable in itſelf, and moſt worthy 
of him who undertook the proſecution of it. 
Happineſs is the object of defire to 
ſery is the proper object of their averſion. and 
ſhunning ; therefore every ſuch being is 
naturally led to chuſe and purſue. the one, 
and avoid the other; tho through their fully | 
they often difappoint themſelves. - 80 that 
whoever contributes to the introduction, pre- 
ſervation, or increaſe of happineſs; or to the 
prevention, leſſening, or removal of miſery ; 
ſuch an one is a ator to the intelligent 
world, And as inefs or miſery may be 
more or leſs general, intenſe, or durable: 10 
the benefaction in contributing to the intro 
duction, preſervation, or increaſe of the one, 
2 or 
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De Tue Goſpel of  _ 
or to ts prevention, leſſening, or removal of 
the other is greater, or Js in proportion. 
And when all 5 | 
in the ſame caſe in a very high, or in the B. 
eſt degree; this prodigiouſly magnifies that bene 
faction. And this is plainly the caſe with re- 
ſpe& to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his undertak- 
ing for mankind, in which he propoſes- and 
deavours not only to introduce and procure the 
greateſt and the moſt durable happineſs, and 
to prevent the ſevereft and moſt laing mi- 
ſery ; but alſo to anſwer theſe gracious pur- 

ſes to a whole race of moral agents, or at 
feaſt to as many of them whoſe | unhappy: 
circumſtances require it; conſequently he ig 
under God the greateſt benefattor to our ſge- 
cies, provided the means made uſe of 
him are ſuitable and proper to obtain thoſe 
ends. | e 0:0 17 SH 27 wb 
This leads me to inquire hom, or in what: 
way our Lord Jeſus Chriſt propoſes to fave: 


mens ſouls ; that is, what: method he hath taken 


to prepare men for, and to inſure ti the 
the favour of God, and their happineſs" ity - 


another world; and to prevent them from: 
bringing great and laſting: miſery upon them 
ſelves. And if we . | hifiory of. 
his life and miniſtry, from which alone we 
can obtain ſatisfaction in the pteſent caſe: 
we ſhall find that he applies himſelf ta men 

vj . Ys” 0 10326 4.447 4101 086 


theſe circumſtances take place 


—_ r e — a A — A = A > 


en 


principle ot a 


beving in Jeſus Ohr 


3 1 he [WT PP 
e chi aſſerted. - 


2 


as fret ling! wh have the diteckion af their 


own ations, and as fach he lays before them. 


and recommengs.to. their moſt {erious con! 

deration certain, ding propyuzons, funded 
upon the ſuppolition. of a Dei; which be- 
cauſe of their, great importance to mankind, 
and their. being very fue artrnded 10, ars 
called the good news.or the goſpel. And as 
theſe propoſitions were in a_partzcular and 


ublick coniideration, and as, he was Particy- 
5 and ſpecrally appointed to perform tha 


ſpecial manner recommended by, Chriſt to 


work, they are therefore called the;goipel of 


eſaus Chrift. And, theſe | propolitions were 
We path; 75 this N a ſerious 
and well- grounded perſwaſion of thoſe, im- 
portant truths 'might be ſuch 3. Hing and 
of ace in men as might reform 

their vices and rightly direct and goyern their 
minds and lives ; and thereby render them 
worthy of, prepare them for, and inſure” to 
them the favour of God and their happi- 


neſs in another world; and prevent them 


from falling into great and laſting, miſery, 
which otherways they were in great danger 
of bringing upon themſelyes. "Rnd a well- 
grounded perſwaſion of thoſe truths thus be- 
coming a principle-of action in men (as afore- 
ſaid) is called behevrng the goſpel; and be- 
if. BY whoever thus 
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18 The Thus ape "= 
believes, it is declared hat be ſhall} be 
ſaved. 5 
The impbetünt ak which "Chitit | | 
thus recommended to publick confideration 
may be ſummed up in the following. parti- 
culars. Firſt, he requires and recomments 
the conforming our minds and Jives to” that 
eternal and unalterable rule of action which 
is founded in the reaſon of thin ; (which 
rule is ſummarily contained in "Y. written 
ward of God), and this he lays down as the 
only ground 0 divine acceptapce, wy. as tt 
which will entitle men to the favour 
God and the happineſs of another World; 
and conſequently bg will preyent them from 
being greatly and laſtingly miſerable, 
condly, if men have liyed in 2 vi 1 © 
this wants law, by n er 
dered themſelves biohty Caſs 5 
and worthy of his reſentment; then 


requires and recommends repent ea 
formation. of their eui way 7 Ko 
the ſure ground of the Gene mercy 1 
and that he wi cen cither a quit or : 
reward or puniſh them pecording as they 


giveneſs. And thirdly, in order to make 
truths have the greater pon on: 
| Have, or have not confortted their Bid. 


minds and lives of men he *declares and 
ſures them that God: has 1 rts da 
which he will judge the wor: „Ein righteoul 


e 
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Nals Oris aferted. 


lives to that rule of righteouſneſs before-men= — 
2 and according as they have, or _ = 

not repented and amended their eyil 
This is the fru of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 
this is the way and uerbad which Chriſt has 


tak order fave 1 fouls. © ; 
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IRST, Chriſt requires and recommend. 
a conformity of mind and life to that 
rule of action which is founded in the reaſonot 
things, and makes or declares that compliance 
to be the ſole ground of divine acceptance, and 
the only way to life eternal. And that this 
is the caſe is moſt manifeſt from the haſtory 
of his life and miniſtry, this being the point 
to which the generality of his parables,,and 
and diſcourſes do moſt apparently tend. F 
tho' he did not deliver ſuch a complete had 
of laws or ſyſtem of morality as might pati. 
cularly direct men how to act under the . 
rious and different circumſtances of liſe in 
every inſtance (there not having been any 
ſuch complete ſyſtem given, in, or by 
divine revelation that has yet been delivered 
to the world, or at leaſt this does not appear 
to have been the caſe), much leſs did he d. 
liver any new body of laws or rule of ache 
to mankind; I fay, tho' this was not the 
caſe; yet Chriſt did recommend to men. and 
| preſs their obedience to that law of reaja 
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vhich they were ante iged to go-. 83 
ern their behaviour by, as the hy of his 4 
ife does abundantly teſtify. He, when op- | 
portunity offered, and as the occaſion re- 
Wuiced treated of ſeveral branches of man's | 
juty, and ſhewed in-thoſe inſtances what in? | 
Ve alſo laid down ſome general principles of | 
tion, viz. the doing as one would. be done | 
the /oving God with all aur heart, foul, | 
ind and ſtrength, and the loving. our. neigh- | - 
our as our ſelves; from which general prin» | 
Wiples, as a are founded in reaſon, ſo the | 
Particulars of our duty under the various and 
Hifferent circumſtances of life are to be cal. | 
ed. He likewiſe referted men to that law 
f reaſon or ſummary. account of man's duty 
ontained in, and which' is commonly called 
he ten commandments as the rule of their ac 
ion; and made or declared their obedience. 
o it to be the ground of God's fayour, | And 
his law of reaſon is fitly called the lam of 1 
briſt, as he ſpecially and ſtrictly requires our 1 
ompliance with it, and declares : a COm- 
pliance to be the le ground: of divine ac- 
eptance, in diſtinction from, and in oppo:- 
Iſtion to that law of cerembnies or pofitive. in. 
itutions which At had delivered to the 
Jews, and which therefore was: called the 
of Moſes. He alſo repteſented to men 
the good and bad conſequences: which — 
2 "> 1 | m 


Jehan Chrift afſerted. 


U 


»® 


demned the practice 


Lord, Lord, . anbeſiad in 
name f and in thy name ee 


Aud tben 1 L e 
| paring depart from me he that mer With 


thority ; and yet all thiꝭ availed moths 
- reſpeR to the favour of God, and 1 
% in another. world; becauſt they Welt 
Aon 2 2 wanting 


The True Gaßßal e. 
moſt certainly attend their compliance, of n- 
compliance with this law, regard: to the 
. or diſpleaſure of G04. and their Joh 
IM in another World. 
in hin moſt excellent bumon 68, 
5 after he had recommended the prac, 
tice of virtue, and had reproved; and gn 
of vice in many -inſtgh- 
ces; that is, after he had ſhemn what . 
per and Balena by 3 * 


RY e, 


enter into tbe ary rams but hy that 
doth the will of my Father waluch. is in beau 
{which will ne had been about is 
the precedent ſermon). Kage; {ay un 
me in that day, (viz. the day af jadgrent) 


name done many unmderful unn 


and in t 
. unto them, I \newer 


Here we: (ec. ate gieat pretenſions, 


2 
Profe/ſing of Chriſt, propheſymng in 1 name, 
and avrking miracles by his power W 


e ue e 


ming in that upp which their acceptance 
with God folely depended; famaly, con- 
forming * b 3nd Hon to the ln 
of righteouſueþ.. And therefore faid, ist, 
W ing theſe vopr ys 7 
pretenfians, admitting them to 
never knew your that is, 1 3 
you, and wil en e you 
uprightequs behaviour, . 
Our Ltd proceeds: perſes 24, 25- "There 
fore, wharuer | hrareth gba fing of mine 
and dub fle, 1 will Min bir. 14 6 wiſe 
man who built. bis 2. ah} np. rack : Na 
rain hen. and came, and 
winds blew," and heat uon th at houſs z 255 
fell nat, L.. it was founded upon 4 * Here 
we ſee what that rock is. which is 
fan's arg in the day of his trials, namer = 
ly, the 13 to and following the ad- 
vice and counſet which Chriſt bad given ig 
the precedent ſerman, and doing wheat: be 
had been Trecqramending.. to Our 
Chriſt had been. ta his au- 
dience the practice of. wan vie, 9 


the conforming mens (5mmpets. and actions 


Ng T1 ; what 
e TI Fi nog 5 EE 


word Virtus is of a more 
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to that aw or rule of atjon' whic : 
founded in the reaſon of N and there- 
fore, as ſuch, it is what God requires our 
obedience to, and makes that-obedience the 
round of our acceptance in his fight, 
lay, it is bearing theſe ſayings of  Chri/t and 
doing them, which is (in Chriſt's account) 
building upan a roc, and which is a CH. 
ſtian's only ſecurity in the day of his trial. It 
is not profeſſing Chriſt, not calling Him 
Lord, nor giving him the higheſt appella- 
tions, it is not ee in his name, nor 
working miracles by his power apd author 
ty; it is not an orthodox faith, nor fubſenb- 
ing creeds, nor aſſenting to (if ſuch a thine 
could be) myſteries and unintelligible propo- 
fitions, it is not a conſtant attendance on, 
nor a warm zeal for 'ceremonies and external 
obſervances, nor the like, which are the r 
à Chriſtian may ſafely and ſecurely build up 
on: but it is to have his mind pollefied with 
thoſe virtuots qualities, and his life adorned. 
with thoſe wortby and virtuous action that 
Chrift in the preceding ſermon had been A. 
commending, which alone can afford a.juft 
ground of hope and comfort to him; becauſe 
it is theſe alone which can render him a M. 
thy and a prefer object of divine regard. 
Our Lord goes on verſes 26, 27. And 
every one that heareth theſe ſayings of mine, 
and doth them not, ball be likened umi 4 


foo 


Jaa Chrift aſſerted, 

fooliſh man which built bis boi upon the'ſands = 
and the: rain':deſeended, and the floods cum 
and the 2 and beat upon; that” bouſe; | 
and it fell, | and great wat the" fall thereof: 
Here we. ſee what folly and: madneſs it is for 
a man to make any thing beſides h 
theſe ſayings of Chriſt and doing them (or 
the practice of moral virtue) iche ground of 
his confidence; becauſe any thing, and eve- 
ry thing ſhort of this would-be: like build 
ing a houſe upon the ſand, Which when the 
rain deſcended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, arid beat upon it, it would 
fall, and great would be nr) fall thereof. 
From hence. likewiſe we may plainly per- 
ceive what Chriſt means by v'elieving in him 
in the following, declarations. Except ys b. 
lieve that T am be, ye ſball die in your" u 
He that believeth an me, bath ruerlaſting life. 
He that believeth, and it lapriaed 2 be 
ſaved; and be: that believeth nut; bull. de 
damned; and the like. Whete by believing - 
it is evident that Chriſt did notyneither could 
he mean 2 

topoſition, via it the 3 

t he means —— 
ſage which be was: ſent” to deliver to 
world, and the governing our minds and 
lives according to it. To believe in Chriſt 
is the ſame as to believe the goſpel or the 
l news, which Chriſt proclaimed to the 

A world, 


gd — iy. . ̃˙ .. 
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_— ce 


world; nen amply 


ſuch n. ſerious and 
periwaſion of choſr truthe 
beevines a prinviple of actien in e ben 
andi rightly directs his mind and life. Wh. 
ſoe ver in this ſenſe believes in Ciſt, or 5 
Jieves the Goſpel; that is, is thereby wrought 
upon to become a vimtzout nd good ant; 
ſuch a one will be Javed, or haue S 
life. And whoſoever in this: ſeuft does" "Aet 
believe; that is, does _——— 
and man, but goes on in a and 
— 'of Nfe, ſuch a due will wit ih 
—— It is the doing ot 
not doing what Chriſt requires, which is dh 
ground of our ſafety or miſcartiage; and thk 
is che teſt by we thall''be tried, as 
cording. to dete dun account f. this 
matter. 1 7 \ 3 a l 

But eb che cave Nil planar, 
if ſuch a thing can be, in his anſwet to the 
man's queſtion, Matthew xix. 16. «What 
ond thing aal f ds that I may baue #iiYvai 
F# This was a plain and bar 
a queſtion uf the laſt importance, 3 


called ſor plain, à full, and a ſer 

and which: Chriſt was obliged min 
anſwer his character as 4 ſaſe guide to iſe 
brernal) to anſwer -accordmyfy, & And the 
anſwer which Choiſt remurned to dh , 


portant queſtion was, / 2601 will ent i 
9 keep the A ew 


of TEE 


Ju Chriſt aſſerted. 27 
i | 


ſumed that this-anſwer was as pla and 
as the caſe require; and conſequently. th⸗ 
the only ground of divine agcoptance, os. that 
which render men - pleaſing and acceptable 
to God, and which ſecures to therm the hap- 
nandments. But then the queſtion will re. 
turn what Chriſt meant by the Command: 
ments. And the anſwer is evident, vig, he. 
meant that, law or rule of action Which 
is ſummarily contained in the ten . = | 


more eſpecially. ohliged to obſervrx, and. . 
a ſtrict obſetyanoe of that one comman 
would in ſome maaſure. excute.theic. negles 
of the reſt: ſo when , our; Lord told the, 
man he muſt keep the Comamandments,. the. 
man aſked which}, In eatwer;to this ſecond 
queſtion, ous, Lom (by explainmg What he. 
meant by the Commandments), did nr 
od tho dn back 40-909; law, of e, 
nies or poſitivo inſtitutions Which hag bes, 
fore been given to the Jews, peither did he 
Chriſtians, au u te be the Col 
„ e 4 


Sn ERTSe » 


[ 


_ "99 

_ what is written in the” lau Ham- readiſt 
thou ?: And be (the man) agg, ſaid, , 

thou ſhalt ue be Lord thy; God nth all 

e ne een 

and * 2 

and I. ; neighbour” as thy: 

(viz. Chriſt) t war unto him; chow. baſs an- | 

fwered right; this: do, and thou. ſhalt. F, 1 

Here again we ſee Chriſt declared that the 

way to eternal liſe, or the true grounds 

of divine rer is to keep the Com. 

mandments, by loving God and our neigh- 

bour, which 10 elſe but the con- 

forming our minds and lives to that rule 

of action which is founded in the reaſon 

of thing. Ando. N oo wh ine 

Here 1 beg my — 0; clans that 

this is Chris — account of 2 

ter; and therefore it may g 

relied upon. And as the que hich 

were put to him were of the bigheft im- 

fortance to mankind, vis. what men ſhould: 

do that they obtain eternal. life; 1 

and as he _ — mm eh on 

purpoſe that he might be a ſafe guidt to 

2 this very affair: ſo if he had not 

given a 2 and true anfwer to thaſe 

queſtions, if he hade not Plainly, declartd 

all that Was n or men to A 

and 40 eee roy tak ry; = 


23 Tan # w* © 
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the keeping 


deen true to his truſt; 
ve anſwered 
g to be 
y depend. upon. 
governing mi tives” . 2 
our — and 
rule of action which is founded by. cha 
reaſon of things will moſt 
der us pleaſing and acceptable to 0 Godj 
— 22 to us the bappineſt of another 
wor 
F would alſo deſire my eee 
ſerve, that our Lord Chriſt did not pro- 
poſe or point out to men any nem way 
to God's — Oopraer” apy but on 
the contrary he recommended that good 
old way which always was, and alwdys 
Rt oe Ke UE, 
* ing the commandments, or the 
and our neighbour which ir 


Files 0 the mortal law. This plain 
path-way to heaven lay n , and 
for the moſt part unfrequented ; men baths 
Jews and Gentiles" having forfuken-the 
fountain of living "water, that it; ths 
true way to life eternal; and hewen td 
themſelves ciſterns bioken ciſterns thay 
can hold no water; thut is, they had 
found out new and falſe- ways of recom- 

mending- 


7 


thing, and is the ſum and fabs 


44 


— 


this rendered our Saviour's undertakin 


ASA Ar F  SETRSETERCST - 


g and 
miniſtry ſo much the more needful. And 


therefore it Was truly aid of him that 


he was to be, (not the maker, but) the 
reftorer of rigbt paths to duell (or 


iN. . * 


z True. Gypel of 
SAL2 EL EAT | SALES | WA . 


7 5 . „ C. * ( F A, 2 ' « _ 
PA OMROYAT: T1507 NE TEINS Deuintwint 
” " ; In, & a0 : F 8 d m_ l 

| Pitt ORs IK | 29 1 HIT 


{3&6 


44 1 * 8 £3. f 
$14 ene tr c et e tian 
S A 1 = i thus 

. 1 f 
97 0 0 - Z 
*. . # HS : ?13 „ - A 
| © he * : \ Ne » R %\ ALL % 
"2 , + ” 178 - KF. 
1 o 
a 14% 


AS Chriſt requires and recommends A 
conformity of mind and life to that 
unalterable rule of action which is founded 
in the reaſon of things as the only ground 
of divine acceptance, and as the only way to 
life eternal; ſo if men have lived in a viola- 
tion of this righteous law by Which they 
have rendred themſelves diſpleaſing to Gad, 
and worthy of his juſt reſentment: then /e- 
condly, Chriſt requires and recommends, 76+ 
pentance and reformation of their evil ways as 
the only ground of the divine mercy and 5 
giveneſs. The doctrine of repentance "an 
remiſſion of fins were what Chriſt was chie 
concerned to publiſh to the world; bees 
as mankind were generally corrupt and yk 
cious, and were far from conforming their 
minds and lives to that rule of righteouſnels 
which ought to have been the meaſure of 
— their actions; ſo they not only took falſe 
meaſures for the recommending themſelves 
to the divine favour, but alſo upon a ſenſe 
of their guilt they went into falſe ways of 
£4 obtaining 


, 


1 7 


dr g f # | 


te obtaining the Uivine'metcy ; and this was too 
* too much the caſe both of Jews and Gen- 
ut tiles. By falſe ways and meaſures I mean 
lt ſuch ways and meaſures as were not ſuitable 


and proper, and therefore were inſufficient 
to anſwer theſe purpoſes. Mankind being 
under fach circumſtances, 'it became our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt as he was ſent to be the 
Saviour of the World to andecerve them in 
theſe particulars, by fairly and plainly repte- 
ſenting to them the true and the only 
ounds of divine acceptance; and (as man- 
ind were generally vicious and wicked), to 
repreſent to them the only and the ſure 
way to obtain the divine mercy and forgive- 
neſs ; and to awaken in men a juſt and an 
affecting ſenſe of the great importance of 
theſe things, as theif ſafety or miſcarriage” in 
another world does manifeſtly depend upon 
them. This was plainly the buſineſs of one 
who took upon him, or who was ſent of 
God to be the Saviour of the world. And 
this was what our Lord Jefus Chriſt "cares 
fully and faithfully performed in the exerciſe 
of his minifttyh. ? a PRI 2 
| Chriſt not only called upon ſinners to re- 
pent and turn to God, and do works meet 
for repentance, 'but he alſo plainly. and ex- 
preſsly declared this was' the very end and 
purpoſe of his coming, v/2. to call finners to 
repentance, and to Aſſure therm that —_— 
% 4 N 2 | t cy 


— 
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unreaſonable reſentment of that pop 
which was ſhewn in their proſecuting 


i 


De Tus Goſpel: „ 
did repent they would all N 

2 5 implies 8 

repent and amend 225 "os th 

obtain the Divine mercy 

the dectrines of 200 of pg 


fins to the Jeus in a perſan; ſo he 
roſs from the dead on purpoſe that be might 
commiſſian, and ſpirit, and ſend aut the 
Apoſtles to preach the ſamg doctrines to th 
declared to his Diſciples. Saith be, thus 
is written, and thus it behaved Cbriſt to ſuf be 
and te rife from the dead the third day, 27 
preached in bis name = nations, L 

Xiv. 46 5. 5 Which is as much as Ty 
bad ſaid, thus it is written, and thus by 
the Saviour of the world to take all proper 
care that the doctrinas of repentance and 
miſſion of fins ſhould be CS can 
Arines to all in his own. perſon, ut one 
the ſingle nation of the Jews, in the 

of which he drew on him the hatred 


reſt of mankind. This is i e 
that repentance and remiſſion of fins ſhould 
boved Chriſt as he Was ſent of God to be 
nations; and as he did not + prove e 


even unto death, and which W 


hoved him to ler, and wel by raw Yelp 
in the G * of ſo w wk 


likewiſe it be nd. bi jig 
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tha that good. old. yay, a. by omen 


Tels Ghrift afferted. 
the dead, and to. commiſſion, and ſend out 


35 


his Apoſtles to e e 8 
the n I fay, it behoved 


Chriſt: to do all this as he had und 
to promote and ſet W the ſalvation 


2 which truſt be fach Carp 


woes ly. a 
'beg leave | | ning my readers 


3 the go the 
doctrines of repentance — e of fo 
is in Chriſt's j the /ame thing; 2 


what he calls preaching the goſpel at n 


time, he calls preaching the dectrines of re- 
pentance and remiſſian of fins, at another. 
Thus Mark xvi. 1 5. And be ſaid unto them, 

g0 ye into all the world, and N the 200 


to every creature; compared with Luke xxiv, 


46, 47. Aud he ſajd-unto them, thus it is 

written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſu offer, 

and to rife from. the dead the 405 day, 

that repentance, and remiſion of fins 2 15 

preached in bis name among all nations. Here 
we ſee what Chriſt means by the go goſpel, or 

whas that goſpel is which he commiſſioned, 


and ſent aut his Apoſtles to preach to the 


world: viz. it is the doctrines of repentance | 


and remiſſion of fas. 

I would likewi remind my readers that 
Chriſt hath out to ſinners no other 
way to the Divine merey and forgiveneſs, 
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and eee of weir — ways; _ = 
always was, and akoays will be N | 
only way for ſinners to, obtain N divine 
mercy. This is the way which God b 
his prophets heretofore. pointed out to the 
nation of Iſrael. Thus nb i. 16,"1% 
47 make ye clean, put away the evi} of 
ings from before mine eyes, ceaſe" 0 f 
aul learn to do well, ſeek judgment,” feli 
2 re judge the atherleſs, plead for the 
now and let us reaſon togethts 
Faith + the Lord, though your fins be" as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as ſnow; though they be 
red. like crimſon, they ſhall be as wel. Which 
18 the fame as if be had ſaid, though your . 
ſins are many and great; yet upon your g, 
pentance and reformation they be · for- 
given. Thus again, Ezekiel oli o. Theres 
Toe: IT will 14 5 you O bouſe of Ifrael, 
one according to his ways, ry the Lord Ge 
repent, and turn yourſelves from all —. 
tranſgreſſions, ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin 
Which is the ſame as to ſay, that upon their 
repentance and reformation, they ſhould ob- 
tain mercy. As to that doctrine viz. that 
Chriſt hath by his ſufferings and death made 
ſatisfaction to God for the fins of the world, 
and thereby - merited the ſinners diſcharge 


from condemnation, this doctrine Chriſt did 


not preach ; and therefore it cannot be an 
part of his goſpel, but it is directly HO 


= 


Me "Chriſt afſeritd. 
. 4 2 


ſite to it, and tends to ſubvert it. The true 


viour Jeſus Chriſt touching this matter, are 


ns; that is, repentance and reformation is the 
only way to tht divitie mercy. Let not there= 


.. - of 


ewe WW: ptain of the hoſt of the kin * ria, 
the 25 and will decelte them; Sk 4 
"w ruſt to, and rely" "the words of, di 
e Set who was Ent of God, 28 
| be de their guide and inſtructot in this parti 
ich lar, and who, they may be aſſured upon 
dür W1 grounds,” will n them in 
jul mportant an affair. e Boos ot 
Or- 5 1 Or 18 „e 11057 
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the doctrines of repentance and remiſſion. of” 


fore the ſinner truſt to, nor rely upon the 
ain words of men, who like Rabſhakeh the 


37 


doctrines of the goſpel of our Lord and Sa- 
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NS Chriſt repreſented to, and, p A 
upon men à conformity of mind and 
ife to that eternal law or rule of achten 
which is founded in the reaſon .of things, 
as the only ground of the a accep. 
tance; and as he recommended to, and 
preſſed upon ſinners repentance and ;xeformar. 
tion of their evil ways, as the only 5 
of the divine mercy and forgiveneſs ; lo that 
thoſe important truths might make "the 
deeper impreſſion, and have a more | laſt- 
ing influence upon the minds and lives' of 
men, he thirdly and laſtiy, aſſured them that 
God has appointed a time in which he will 
judge the world in righteouſneſs, and that 
he will then call all men to an account for 
their actions, and will acquit or condemn, 
reward or puniſh them in another ſtate, ac-. 
cording to their behaviour in this. "Thus 
Matthew xxv. 31. to the end of the 5 A 
ter. When the ſon of man ſhall come in bis 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, foul 


— 
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the throne. of th his gibry. 
hi hal be. gat athered all nations," 
ate . one from an- 
— . the ſheep from 
the goats. the ſheep on bie 
e hand, but the —— the Nen 
ſhall the Jay to them on bit 11 ght hand, 

come ye b 


naked. and ye ar midi I a. 5 — 


e uifited 4.0 1 vas in n, 
— Wen ſhall the rig nj ml 
ſaying, Lord, «oben — — eo im, 
and fed thet? or thirty, and gave thee driał R 
when jaw we thee a firanger, and took tber 
in? or naked, and clothed thee? or when ſaw! 
we thee fel, or in priſon, and came "unto 


thee? And the king ſhall anſwer, and ſay unto 
them, verily I jay unto you, in as much as yt 


laue done it to one of the f 
brethren, ye bave De 4 
be ſay alſo unto them on the left hand, are. 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pro- 
Me OR evil and bis angels. For T 
Was an ed, and me no meat: 
I was thirſh, and ee e ah 
was a firanger, and ye took me not in: nated; 
and ye clothed me rat : fick, W 
D 2 


40 The True Gel „ 
and ye vifited me nat. Then fhall they ah 
Farr bin, ſaying, Lord, when — wwe Thee un 
hungred, or à thin, or 4 ge or * — 
or fol, or in priſon n, and "at | 
unto thee? | Then ſrall be anfuer them, 5 
verily I ſay unto you; in as much at ye did it 
not to one 4 J. tbe 2 Jae ye did it n 
to me. 1 0 et Am, 
7 ment: but cut in 
i prime” we- ſee Cheri has not»only' 
declared that God will moſt certainly ws 4 
the world, by him; but alſo he has. thbua 
by what rule he ſhall in paſſing that 
judgment; viz. he ſhall approve or cool 
reward or puniſh every man as he has 8. 
has not conformed his affections and action: 
to that righteous law which is founded in 
the reaſon of things, the end of Which 
law is Charity, or benevolent af 
attions. f ROUES © 9% 4.37\ : $38, x} 
The moral "Wo, or 8 dev which 
founded 3 in the reaſon of things is à la 
love, or a law which is briefly comprehended 
in this laying, namely, thou ſhalt love the H 
thy God with all thy heart, and t nerghitur 
as thyſelf. St Paul has jußtiy ob „ that 
as love worketh. no ill to his neighbour 1 ſo.lne 
Le CON Is op. 
þ of the law. Romans xiii. 10. 
the moral law is a law of love: d Chniſt 
hath declared thell it is by hes 


man a _ * e ap- 
proved or condemned, ræwarded or puniſhed 
N as he has, or has not 41 
his affections. and: actions to this law of 
love. Then (viz. at the day of judgment), 
ſhall the Ki 15 y to them on bit right hand, 
Come ye ſe of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you, from the ' foundation of 
the world. For I wwas (in mine and your 
needy brethren) an hungred, and ye gave 
me meat: &c. And then ſhall. he ſay ala 
to them on bis left band, Go ge ant into 
everlaſting fire, prepared* for the devil and 
bis angels... F I Twas an bungred, and 
gave me no _— &c. Chriſt a righte- 
jud approve or condemn, re- 
— 2 — man according as 
there has been an antecedent fitneſs; or un- 
fitneſs, worthineſs, or unworthineſs in the 
perſon judged. And this judgment is to be 
conſidered, not as an arbitrary inſtitution, 
or a particular appointment of God, in theſe 
latter ages; but as a part of the original 
ſcheme of providence, when this world was 
/ called into being. This is evident 
from what Chriſt faith of that kingdom 
which the righteous ſhall inherit, viz. that 
it was prepared for them from the foun- 
dation of the world. So that God will 
judge the world, not becauſe he has decla- 
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Aving ſhewn in the n — 
ectons what is the true goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or what is that doctrine of life and 
ſalvation which Chriſt himſelf preached, which 
likewiſe it behoved-him to preachy-or which 
the circumſtances of things required that he 
ſhould ach, a ths wer Git tp th# ſa- 
viour of th W and Shoe, — = 
ſtrictly and properly ca or 
ood wenge now therefore 1 55 to 
ſhew, in one or favo inſtances,” r 
that goſpel. And 
Fiſt, the Sache ef Je Cbriſt maſk 
an biftorical account of matters of fut. Ak 
thus. Chriſt ſuffered, died, roſe from che 
dead, aſcended into heaven, Ge. Theſe are 
biftorical facts the credibility of Which ariſes 
from the ſtrength of ithoſe evidences Which 
rh, oo offered: eos favour : but 
then t s are not goſpel 
Chriſt, neither in whole, nor in 7. 
vi, 22, Go your! dy, und tell Fab what 
D 4 things 


us The Nue Geſpel of. 


things ye have ſeen and heard, bow that"vh 
K the lame wall, the lepers are clean. 
fea, the deaf bear, the Kad ure rai/ed, 1 
the poor the gofpel is preached, &. Here "we 
& that the pulpelins to the pot 
by Chriſt himſelf, antercdent to the tran, 
actions I now refer to; and therefore thoſe 
facts, or any doctrines founded upon them, 
(auch as that of Chrift's fe — or that 
of his intercgſſian, or che ea | = 
part of that 


. 

Thus a iſt 0 wats | 
gave Soho. to the blind, feet to the lame, lie 
to the dead, &c. Theſe are facts, Which 

though they were proper to awaken the w. 
tention of his hearers, and to give nn, 

; 


rer 


His preaching and miniſtry ; yet 
of :them is no part of his goſpel. The hiſto 
ry of theſe facts when we atteſted may be 
offered as an evidence of the Divinity "of 
Chriſt's miſſion ; but then this hiſtory, il 
far as it is an hiſtory of ſuch facts only, can 
be no part of that miſſion; and conſequently 
can was no part of Chriſt's Goſpel.” This 1 
evident from the text I before quoted, 7 
vii, 22, Where the working of miracles, and 
preaching: the goſpel to the poor, are 
Chriſt conſidered and repreſented as two 
different things. The goſpel of Jeſus Chil 
was. that doctrine which he preached: (the 
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dark branch of hiſtory, or a relation of a 


the heads of many enquirers to find out its 
true meaning; though it is a matter of no 
concern to us what is meant by it, or how 
st Peter came by his information, or whe- 
ther the relation given be true, or falſe; 
ſeeing it is no part of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and it is what the ſaving mens ſouls is not 
1 1 5 bh e 
1 us _ ames (as in . V. 17, 
— | — as _ of 1 = 9 
Elias prayed earneftly that it might not rain; 
ond —_— = 5 earth by. the ſpace of 
three years and fix months. And be prayed 
again; and the heavens gave rain, and the 
earth brought forth. her fruit. And according 
to St Fames's repreſentation of the. ſtory, the 
kale ſeems to be, not only that this great 

7 drought 


matter of fact, which relation has puzzled 


3 
ay . , CY 
45 
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PR wh whe upon gr in enn 
ſequence of the propbet s prayer; but alſo th 
the prophet's prayet was the produce of his 
paſſion and reſent ment. ' Elias was u man fal. 
25 to like paſſions as we are, and ht prayed 
earneſtly, &c; Now, whether St James te. 
ceived that part of the hiſtory, vig. that t 
three years and a half s drought upon the land, 
and then the giving of rain, was the e f 
the propbet s pra yer; I ſay, Whether St Fame 
received this by tradition from the 7 
(for it does not appear to be ſupported by ti 
hiſtory of thoſe times), or how he came 
his information, or whether it be true 
fact, or not, it maketh nothing to us; ſeeing 
it is no part of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
and it is what the ſaving of our ſouls is not 
in the leaſt concerned with, in, 
Secondly, the goſpel of Jeſus Chrit is wot 
any particular private _ of an 7; 
all the writers of the of his life and 
miniſtry ; nor any private opinion of any, or 
of all thoſe whom he ſent out to 
his goſpel to the world; nor is any of thei 
reaſonings, or — — or dra 


from ſuch 1 

1 St begins h hi hiſtory 7, Jaw 1. 1, 
. Int —— was the and 

. was with God, and the uur was M 

The ſome was in the beginning with Gol. 12 


were made by bim, and witbout bw 
w 
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Was ur bing — Theſe 

propoſitions, for an thing that appears to 

2323 — — OS > lg en of 
and mii nnen 


charge to o publiſh. to the world. 
And therefore whether Chriſt was 


en or 
the agent employed by God i 
viſible world, or not; are Points. . 
not affect the faving my 22 
it being ſufficient to know, | 
rs me of Cod, and ths the rd j f 
the Lord in his mouth vnn truth. - Thi 4 
is ſufficient for us to know, with 
our ſalvation; and therefore whe 


ground and foundation. of St Johy's opinion 
with reſpe& to thoſe points, and-, therefore 
ve cannot poſſibiy * a — 


his pinion) Was , id: e and 
y Whether it ought to be relied i 

upon, or not. To ſay in this caſe that St 

was diuinely i 120 in his liſts: 


ry, is (for any thing that a _ 


ppears) 
to preſume a point -which 1s ——_— 
and which therefore is not to be admitted 
- Thus again. St Paul ſeems to be of opinion 
that the goſpel being preached to'the Gentiles 
was ow ing to thegenerality of the Jewsrejeing 
it, as appears from his argument and 
Romans xi, from verſe the roth to the end a 
the chapter. And it ſeems — be — opinion 
likewiſe that it was a part of the original 
ſcheme of providence, and a thing intended 
by God that the body of the Jewiſh nation 
ſhould thus reje& the | galpel, and thereby 
n it to the 
Genti or at that N 
the Jews would act thus takes un 
from that circumſtance, (being as it — 
fronted with, and reſenting their ingratitu 
to offer the goſpel to the Gentiles, wh 
otherways he would not have done. St Ha 
alſo ſeems to be of opinion that God by this 
method of his — intended, notions 
MP? ſhew kindneſs to the Gentiles; but 
to mortify the Jews, and provoke them 
to jealouſy, 2 4 was likely to be the cat 
when they ſaw the Gentiles wha were 


ee whom they. een, 
2 8 in 


into divine favour, und made their rivals“ 
ngument. The points here referred to, I 
think, are no other than the private opinie 
mic X 
Tefta- 


of St Paul! Now, whether that 0 
was founded on ſome texti of the O 
nent; or on the words of Chriſt to the 
woman of Canaan, Marrbl xv. 24. J am 
not ſent but unto ibe loft "ſheep" of "Iſrael 


own perſon preached the goſpel to the Jews 
only; or whether the Apoſtle s opinion 


| 97 
or on the practice of Cb, Who in his 
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of the Apoitle's 


was well-grounded, or not; or whether we 


rightly underſtand the Apoſtle's meaning 
herein, or not, it maketh no matter to us; 
ſeeing it, and all his reaſonings founded upon 
it are no part of Chriſt's goſpel, 
To this I may add, that the private epi- 
nions of thoſe who wrote Chriſt's hiſtory, 
and of thoſe who were appointed and ſent 
out to preach his goſpel to the world, were 
in many inſtances abſiruſe, and much 
above the capacities of the common people: 
Whereas, the goſpel which Chriſt preached 
to the poor, and which he gave in charge 
to his Apoſtles: to publiſh to the world, was 
plain and intelligible, and level to the 
underſtanding, as indeed it ought, and mf 
needs be. For if Chrift had preached to 
poor, that is, to the lower of mankind 
an hiſtorical account of facts, or a ſet of my- 
2 ſterious 


— 


| 


4 
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| 
i 
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would — . —ů 
ing in an unknown tongue; but to our ſa- 
tisfaction and comfort this is by no means 
the caſe. 1 might. proceed farther, but this 
is ſufficient.for my pteſent purpoſe, . which 
to remind my reader that every thing is n 
Chriſt's goſpel which weak, ar ignorant, 05 
artful men . n ene to 2 


1. 
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Chriſt was to fave mens ſouls, ch 


28 he proſecuted, that deſign by his 
and recominening: 'to _ 6-4 3 185 
propoſitions, 


conſideration certain doctrinal 
which becauſe of their * importance to 
mankind are called — — news or the 
goſpel: ſo he took ſeveral other ſteps, and 
did ſeveral - other things in order to ren- 
der that goſpel effeQual to anſwer the gra- 
a 'parpofk Wor: MR: i: was intended. 

Firſt, Chriſt porting to the. account 
given in the hiſtory, wrought a long train 
of miracles ; that is, he did upon | oc- 
caſions, and in av — 4 of — exerciſe 
ſuch power as was g ſuperiour to any 
power that is ordinarily hs amongſt men, 
the effects of which in common 
are called miracles. | And as this 


Wer Was 


employed in acts of kindneſs and benevolence, 
. As. vix. 


The True Goſpel of 
viz. in giving fight to the blind; health to 
the ſick, life to the dead, &c. ſo it -was 
chiefly intended to ſet forward the ſal vation 
of — by alarming the people, and 
calling in their moſt ſerious attention to what 
Chriſt had to offer to them; and by ſtamp- 
ing a divine Character upon his preaching 
and — we by which means his doctrige 
was likely. to have the greater influence, 
and make a more laſting 1 impreffio 
the minds and lives of men. For tho e 
doctrine was exactly conformable to our las 
tural notions of things, and therefore When 
conſidered alone it was worthy of all a 
tion; yet when to this was added a Aue 
character, and it came recommended a the 
word and will of God, this naturally brought 
it home to the minds of men 'with much 
greater weight and power than other ways 
would have come; at leaſt, this was likely 
to be the caſe with the leſs conſidering part 
of our ſpecies, and who are much the greater 
of mankind, Mien 
I do not hereby charge my af with the 
proof of the facts before-mentioned, neither 
do I enter into thoſe queſtions; via. whether 
thoſe facts were a ſtrict and proper proof 
the divinity of Chriſt's miffion, or whether 
when all things are taken into — caſe 
they carry with them the * es e 


abi 


Feſus. Chriſt aſſerted. 


of God rather than by the agency, of 


power 0 


n) 


ion 

reſent purpoſe : but K I obſerve is ad- 
a mitting they were feally wrought as the 
up- iſtory ſets forth, then they naturally tend- 


ed, — only to draw the — — about 
or Lord, but alſo to call in their attention 


08 


rf it. And as Chriſt repreſented himſelf as 


pbability that they were wrought by the. | 


being, theſe are points. belide my 


o what he had to offer to them, and care- 
lh to conſider the truth and reaſonableneſs. 


1 6 meſenger ſent from Gad; ſo thoſe facts were 
eh co be of weight upon the minds of _ 
br people in that reſpect. To fee a man 


to any power that 1s — found amongſt 
men, which power was emp! 


| feet to the lame, - ſtrength to the weak, 
| health to the lick, life to the dead, and the 
like; and that in the ſupport of a doctrine 
which is exactly conformable to our natu- 
ral notions of things, which is founded in 
truth and reaſon, and which is greatly ſub- 
ſervient to the preſent and future well be- 
ng of mankind ; this ſurely muſt lead men 
1 on and confideration; and thoſe facts 
have AY upon the minds of the 
7m; hy and carry with them at leaſt 
the 00 of a probability that they were 
E wrought 


xerciſe ſuch power as was greatly ſuperiour 


oyed in inſtant». 
47 * fight to the blind, hearing to the 
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t by the power f God, rather 


the agency of any 
Gan by the agency of ny ould = 


vine miſſion. And thus the miractes which 
aan Nt were ITE to the fut- 
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ECONDLY, that the goſpel might 
come the better recommended to the 
world Chriſt was in his own an ex- 
ample of f#r:# conformity to it, by conforms 
ing his affections and actions to that unalter= 
able rule of action which is founded in the 
reaſon of things. Chriſt preached his own 
fe if J may ſo ſpeak, and ved his own 
rine, and thereby he was at once a ftand«= 
ing monument of the practicableneſs of vir- 
tue, and of the preſent peace and happineſs 
that flows from it. In him we may fee 
what it is to live a godly, a ri a fo- 
ber, and a benevolent life; and that what 
he requires from us as the _ of God's 
favour is neither w7reaſonable, nor impratti- 
cable. In him we have an example of 4 


| quiet and le ſpirit, of a becoming mo- 
deſty and ſobriety, juſt and honeſt, upright 
E T. and fincere, and e all of a moſt gra- 


cious and benevolent temper and behaviour. 
One who did no wrong, no injury to any 
man, in whoſe mouth was no guile, who 


E 2 went 
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went about doing good, not only by his 
preaching and miniſtry, but alſo in curing 
all manner of diſeaſes among the people, 
His fe was a beautiful picture of human na- 
ture, when in its native purity and ſimplici- 
ty, and ſhewed at once what excellent crea- 
tures men would be, when under the influ. . 
ence and power of that goſpþe/ which he 
hed unto them. a 1 
And as his holy life and doctrine drew on 
him the unreaſonable reſentment of the Clergy 
among the Jeus, who ſtirred up the reſt of 
the people againſt him : ſo this gave an oc- 
caſion for his ſealing his teſtimony! with his 
blood, and of giving an inſtance of the greateſt 
benevolence towards mankind. And as his 


hfe was an excellent pattern and example of 
every good word and work, and therefore 
very fit and proper for his 13 and fol- 


lowers to copy after: ſo his death was not 
leſs exemplary. For he not only laĩd down 
his life to promote the greateſt, and the molt 
general good to mankind; but he did it in 
ſuch a manner, (by exerciſing ſuch patience 
and refgnation under the ſevereſt trials and 
molt painful afflictions and perſecutions) as 
rendred him highly worthy of our imita- 
tion. He was very ſenſible that the great 
thing which he had undertaken to proſecute 
was the ſaving of mens fouls ; and as it diſ- 
poſed him to do, and ſuffer whatever was 


K FN 


8 = 


Jſas Chrift aſſerted. 
neceſſary or dient to forward this great 
and gracious a, 9 ſo it induced him to 
overlook the cruelty and unreaſonable reſent- 


ment of his perſecutors, by pitying and * 8 
8g the 


ing for them, whilſt he was ſufferin 
moſt intenſe Pr from them, and even dy- 


ing by their hands. And thus his life and 


death were made ſubſervient to his miniſtry, 


and ſerved to recommend his goſpel to he 
world. „5 
99 
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went about doing good, not only by his 
preaching and miniſtry, but alſo in curing il 
all manner of diſeaſes among the people. 
His kfe was a beautiful picture of human na- 
ture, when in its native purity and ſimplici- 
ty, and ſhewed at once what excellent crea- 
tures men would be, when under the influ. . 
ence and power of that goſpel] which he 
preached unto them. Seer 
And as his holy life and doctrine drew oi 
him the unreaſonable reſentment of the Clergy 
among the Fews, who ſtirred up the reſt of 
the people againſt him: ſo this gave an oc- 
caſion for his ſealing his teſtimony! with his 
blood, and of giving an inſtance of the greateſt 
benevolence towards mankind. And as his 


liſe was an excellent pattern and example of 
every good word and work, and therefore. 
very fit and proper for his * and fol- 


lowers to copy after: ſo his death was not 
leſs exemplary. For he not only laid down 
his life to promote the greateſt, and the molt 
general good to mankind ; but he did it in 
ſuch a manner, (by exerciſing ſuch patience 
and refignation under the ſevereſt trials and 
moſt painful afflictions and perſecutions) a 
rendred him highly worthy of our imita- 
tion. He was very ſenſible that the great 
thing which he had undertaken to proſecute 
was the ſaving of mens ſouls ; and as it diſ- 
poſed him to ds, and ſuffer whatever was 
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neceſſary or expedient to forward this great 
and gracious deſign: ſo it induced him to 
wage; eh; ty and unreaſonable reſent- 
ment of his perſecutors, by pitying and pray- 
ing for them, whilſt he e the 
moſt intenſe pain from them, and even dy- 
ing by their hands. And thus his life and 
death were made ſubſervient to his miniſtry, - 
and ſerved to recommend his goſpel to the 
world. „ 
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HIRDLY, that the gotpd mighthe 
recommended with the better grace 
the world, and to poſterity, and that it might 
have a more laſting influence upon the minds 
and lives of men, Chriſt laid a, foundation 
for friendly ſocieties or families of love, who 
being united in the profeſſion, and living un- 
der the power and influence of his golpel, 
might be acted by a friendly and brotherly 
affection, and from thence be led to be hel 
mates to, and watch over each other fo 
their good; to bear one another's burthens, 
Jympathize with and comfort one anather 
under the various afflitions and perſecutions 
they might meet with in, and from the 
world; and by a good example provoke ane 
another to love and good works. Chnlt 
likewiſe laid a foundation for ſuch ſocieties, 
not only to anſwer the valuable purpoles be- 
fare-mentioned ; but alſo that thoſe ſocienes 
might be lights to the world, and be living 
patterns to others of the practicableneſ of 
virtue, and of ſuch a temper and behaviour 
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Jeſus Chi aferted. 


as renders each individual a blefling ta him- 
ſelf, and to ſacigty, and maſt acceptable to 
God, and thereby . the gaſþe/ to 
their acceptance, Chriſtian. Societies are in- 
tended to be like 6 city Jet en an bill which 
cannot be hid ; that is they are intended to 
be a collection of perſons who for their plain- 
neſs and ſimplicity, their juſtice honeſty and 
integrity, their modeſty temperance and 
briety, their peaceable and quiet, their loy- 
ing friendly and heneyalent behavigur to- 
wards all men without diſtinction as are 
thereby remarkably 8 and ſuch as "Fo 
world cannot but 54% rve and 22 of 
tho an individual er eſcape 4 
vation, yet ſurely. a ſociety n —— 
cannot paſs unobſeryed. Chriſtian oo 
are intended to be a /þecimen of the oeſe 


Hels of the goſpel of Chriſt, when it is re- 


ceived as it oug to be; that is, When it 
becomes a principle of aQiqn.in men, . 
rightly directs and governs their 


12 Chriſtianity is not à name, but 4 


bing ; and therefore: it is not the profeling, 
t living according to the goſpel which 
truly repreſents it to the world. Chriſt. 

are known to he ſuch, not by their 


John xiii. 3 f. "By this ſhall all — know — 

Je are my (viz, Chriſt᷑ s) Diſciples, if ye hau 

love one to another. Te of a Griſtian, 
E4 


name, 
ar by their profeſſion, hut by their lives. 


* 
* 
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s not the pifure of a croſs hung open: pk 
but it is 


or made upon a man's forehea 
virtuous and unblameable converſation, or 
mind and life conformed to goſpel di 


Chriſt. Theſe are the purpoſes which Chri- 


ſian aſſociations are intended to ſerve, and 
thus Chriſt intended that ſuch aſſociatiom 


ſhould be ſubſervient to the furtherance-of 


the goſpel, and ſhould recommend it to a g. 
neral acceptance. Wn 

Chriſt did not lay the foundation of friend. 
ly ſocieties to anſwer the purpoſes either df 
pomp, or wealth, or power. He never” in. 
tended that among his Diſciples and fol. 
lowers, ſome ſhould be fingled out from their 
brethren to be poſſeſſed of great revenues, live 
in ſtately palaces, wallow in luxury and eak; 
or ſordidly heap up riches to raiſe a family, 
lord it over thoſe by whoſe labours they at 
maintained, clothed in pompous and. antick 
drefles, placed on thrones or garniſhed” ſtalls 
and ſeats of honour, aſſuming and exercifing 
dominion over their brethren ; and that others 
thould labour to maintain them, be ſubje 
to them, bow down before them, and all 


them Rabbi, Rabbi. Chriſt was ſo far from - 


giving any countenance to any thing of this 
kind, that on the contrary he has ſtriftly 
forbid it. Matthew xx. 25, 26, 27,28. 
But Teſus called them (viz. his diſciples) un- 
10 hm, and ſaid, ye know that the _ 


Jaa Chrift"aſefted. 6x 

the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them,” and 
they that are great exerciſe authority upon 
them ; but OT be ſo among you, but 
whoſoever will be great among you," let him be 
your miniſter," and whoſoever will be chief a- 
mong you, let him be your ſervant, even as the 
ſon of man came not to be mimiſtred unto, but 
to minifler, and to give his life a ranſom for 
many. Chap.xxiii.' 8, 9, 10. Bur be not 9e 
called Rabbi, for one is your maſter even Cbriſt, 
and all ye are brethren. And call no man 
your father upon the earth, for one is your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven. Neither be ye called 
maſter, for one is your maſter even "Chriſt. 
Here we ſee Chriſt hath taken all poſſible 
care that no authority or dominion, ſupe- 
riority or pre-eminence, dignifying or diſtin- 
guiſhing ſhould take place among his diſci- 
ples and followers conſidered as ſuch. He 
has not only forbid it, but has repeated the 
prohibition over, and over, and over. It 
ſhall not be ſo among you. Be not ye called . 
Rabbi. Call no man your father upon the 
earth. Neither be ye called maſter.” This is 
the charge which Chriſt hath given; and 
therefore Reverend, Right Reverend, and 
Moſt Reverend Fathers in God, and all 
other badges of diſtinction, and marks of 
honour, pre-eminence, ſuperiority, or domi- 
nion, which take place in Chriſtian ſoctetses 
conſidered as ſuch, and which ſerve to in- 

ES troduce 
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DE 7 
b „ Or 
. 
one 1s your cuen i ye 
— If in a Chriſtian ſociety | any 
man will be greater than others it muſt be, 


Ce her in imitation 2 
ſter, who came nat to be miniſterud unto, but 


peſo 
| — Chriſtians as he pleaſe, or as 
bis circumſtanoes and abilities will enable 
bim; or this kind of greatneſs does 
not give any authority, ern or 

pre- eminenoe over His brethren, 

In civil ſocieties diſtinctions, and 
nence, and au 


ſwer the ; 
in an ſocieties the caſe is otherwiſe, 
being noceſſary to, but are ſubver- 


theſe not 
five of the true ends and of ſueh 


afſociations, Civil aſſocistions are founded 
on mutual I and dependence, and con- 
ſequently 
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ſequently on - neceſſity, and are intended t: t 
produce by law and government mutual af. 
' fiſtance and protection: Chriſtian aſſoci. 
tions are founded on vue and 

and a juſt ſenſe of moral obligations, and 

conſequently are voluntary, and are intende 
to produce by a friendly and brotherly af. WR. 
fection and a juſt ſenſe of duty that mum Wl 
aſſiſtance and — which in civil aflo. WA, 
ciations are produced by law and govem- 
ment. Self aftſtance, f uf _— ſelf pre- 
ſervation are in part ground and -foun- Wl 
dation of civil ſocieties ; I is, men enter 
into civil ſocieties and conſtitute a common 
| Intereſt partly from neceſſity, and out of re- 
gard to themſelves, their . preſent indigent 
| and dependent condition for that afli 
| ſtance and protection from s, Which 
. | they in their turn afford ta them. Lou, 
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| = a . or brotherly affection, with 
regard to what is right is the ſole ground a 
Cbriſtian aſſociations, in which men are to 


do good, and lend, hopin for — ag; 
that is, men are to perform every kind N 
iple 


fice to their neighbour from a princi 
good will, and a ſenſe of duty, and not out | 
of regard to themſelves, nor in e 
of a return of the like kindneſs, whatever 
— * condition may be. : And as the 
nd of civil ſociety is /aw and government, 
founded on mutual indigence and "CO 
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Wo the band of Chriſtian ſociety is mutual 
nent and agreement, founded on a friendly 
ind brotherly affection, and a regard to mo- 
Wo] obligations. So that whatever tends to 
weaken a friendly and brotherly affection 
Wmong Chriſtians, that is ſubverſive of the 
rue ends and purpoſes of Chriſtian aſſocia- 
ion; but all diſtinctions, pre-eminence, and 
authority in a Chriſtian Society has ſuch a 
endency, and therefore Chriſt hath ſtrictly 
forbid them, KA YEN? N 
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X ND as Chriſt laid — 
friendly ſocieties to anſwer 
poſes before - mentioned; ſo he has fe the 
moſt part left the direction of thoſe ſocieties, 
and their affairs to the ſocieties themſelves, ot 
to each member thereof ; he not having given 
in many caſes any particular directions con- 
cerning them. Thus, every one who is dif- 
cipled to Chriſt is left to judge and chuſe 


for himſelf what particular ſociety of Chri- 


ſtians he will join himſelf to; Chriſt not 
having given any directions concerning it, 
neither has he inveſted any Chriſtian, nor 
any ſet, or order, or body of men among 
Chriſtians with power and authority to de- 
termine any one Chriſtian's practice herein. 
And tho' a man's fituation in the world, and 
other circumſtances which may attend him 
may plainly point out to him what” partita- 
lar ſociety of Chriſtians he ought to Join 
himſelf to; and tho' he may be juſtly blame- 
able if he acts otherways: yet in this he i 


only anſwerable to God, and not to any C 
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his fel#w Chriſtians 5 becauſe not any of them 
are inveſted with authority to determine his. 


jadgment or practice with regard to this 
compliance with 


matter, or to force him to a 
what they ſhall judge right, 845 

Thus again, every Chriſtian y are 
left to judge and chuſe for themſelves who 
ſhall be their By/hqpz that is, who ſhall be 


their Monitor, their common Adviſer, and 
Inſtructor, and their Repreſen 


Speaker in their publick and ſolemn addfel- 
ſes to God; Chriſt not having given any di- 
rections concerning theſe things, neither has 
he inveſted any Chritian, nor any bedy of 
men among Chriſtians with power and au- 
thocity to judge and determine for any Chri- 
ſtian ſociety touching theſe matters. 
Thus again, every Chriſtian is leſt to judge 
and chuſe for himſelf what ſhare he will 
bear of the expente dat is neoeſſary to ſup- 
the particular ſociety to which he be- 
ongs, and to anſwer the purpoſes of Chri- 
ſtian aſſociation. For tho' he has a rule to (-+ | 
judge by, viz. his own circumſtances and abi- 
lities, and the circumſtance of the ſociety of 
which he is a member; and tho' he is an- 
ſwerable to God for his behaviour herein; 
yet he is perfectly free and at liberty with 
reſpect to all others; Chriſt not having in- 
veſted any Chriſtian, nor any ſet, or order 
of men among Chriſtians with power and 
% - authority 
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atithority to determine his 
or to force him to a compliance with what 
they ſhall judge right. And therefore, tho 
he is anſwerable to God for his actions in 
theſe reſpects; yet he is not anſwerable to 
any of his fellow Chriſtians. Every Chii- 
ſtian is ſuch voluntarily and of his own choi 
independent of the will and determination of 
any other perſon, or perſons who may 
a ſed to chuſe for him, to force Him, 

my; ano againſt him, as I have alres 
obſerved; and * the obligations whi 
a Chriſtian as ſuch lie under; are all interna 
and not external; that is, his 'obligations 
ariſe from within himſelf from a ſenſe. of 
duty, and his being erable to Gad, and 
not from any power or authority lodged in 
any other perſon, or perſons to determine 
what ſhall be his duty, or to force him % 

a performance of it, Chriſt not havin 80 dele- 
cer any ſuch power, 
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UT do cin has in part left every 
Chriſtian, ſociety to dire& their own 
affairs, he not having given any particular 
directions concerning them in many caſes, : 
- delegated any the leaſt degree of power 
perſon, or perſons to command or di- 
tt (hee or to judge or determine for them 
in iu thoſe caſes ; Rho has in ſome other 
caſes given infirufions and directions which 
every individual member of a" Chriſtian ſo- 
ciety ought carefully to confider and e 
to. Thus, | 
Chriſt has ſhewn win ce . 
lifications of diſcipleſhip to him, or What 
every man muſt be, and db, who would enter 
himſelf a member —— a Cbriſtian ſociety. 
Matt. xvi. 24. efus ſaith" unto — 
Diſciples, el come after me let 
bim (or he muſt) deny himſelf; 21 is, if y | 
man will be my Diſciple or enter himſelf 4 
member of a Chriſtian be muſt di- 
vef# himſelf of that vicious ſelf loye, Which 
1s too commonly the ſpring of actes in 
F * 
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men, aud is a T6 of mot of the evils 
that take place in the word, and he "mult 
act from other principles, viz. from 
lence and a regard to what is rigbt, theſe 
ing tbe principles which Chriſt acted ent 
and the ſpirit he was actuated by. And 
St Paul has juſtly 9 of Ch vill", 

1f any man has not the ſpirit Cbriſt, 
none of bis; that 1 Is, if a man par 
by the ſame ſpirit and 
Chriſt was, then. hy i+ 0 


a . 
Again, ad follow me; 
Gbrift's dactrine and 
meaſure of his affections N 
thus Chriſt ſhewed what, were 2 


ormity 
A COS and the | 
is in the, generality of men to-ex!erugl ob 
vances, and chat his galpel. 4 | 
make a /enfble. impreifion on the minds 
lives. of thoſe who took. upon them t 
here to it appointed an external. Ain toil 
performed uihen any parſon beqaes . 
Diſciple, or enters himfelf à meme 
Chriſtian ſociety, or at leaſt whey Jay Sls 
ion warmers den a 
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SO and. thereby lead them tag Ini. 

tation of him ; r har he” might. co 
antly recal their attention to thoſe.im portant 

aut ety W Crue the. 

an eby ri irect 

50 en a 8 tes a Leng of his 
erings an ath.\W was the 

40 of benevolence, in that he laid 40 

5 4 PO - 58 good of .man- 
ind, and even is greateſt enemies) 

might be kept freſh their minds ap- 
Sans another extert Fabi, or attons.to 


ed, that in the conſtant; ul 
= 


ntion,.. 27 to. excite. their innitation 
15 as aforeſaid. Thus Luke XXII e 
450 he took bread, and gave, an an 
brake it, and gave it unto them, Jong th 
3s my bady which Is 8 l - this: 
remembrance Wow 
ME per, . th Wk 
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Fur Ci "aſſerted. 
bhod which. is” ſhed . N35 
which St Chr 5 * n af 
1 Cor. Xi. 25.) tis as 
drink it, in brane) 2 me, * K 5 
brance of me as your Lord and 1105 Who 
hath ſhewn you' What is that Riu of atths 
572 ought to govern out behaviou 
d be ate the grounds of the 2 
4 er and mercy to mankind : and therefore 
take care ſo to remember” wie, as to make 
thoſe important truths 1 Hate laid before y 
the ſpring and principle,” und the rule 55 
meaſure of your affections and ations. Do 
this in remembrance of me a8 your great e 
amplar ; who have walked before.you. in 
paths of virtue, and ſheyn, you by my eK. 
ample how you ought” to behave in a va- 
riety of inſtances, . under various circum- 
ſtances: therefore ſp remember me as that 
your minds arid lives may be conformed to 
that pattern J have ſet before you, Do this 
in — of me as your greateſt friend 
and benefafor ; who have ſpent my time and 
1 abundantly to ſerve you, have ex- 
poſed myſelf to ſhame and ſuffering for your 
fakes, and even lajd down or am ready. to 
lay down my life to promote your. AW 
good: therefore ſo remember me as to Pe: 
ſerve an affecting and grateful ſenſe o ay 
kindneſs and good-will raid you and ſut- 
irting for you upon your” nde and fo re. 
F 3 member 
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ck: good 9 05 far 88 ircum· 
ances ings Gl 10 reaſon . — it 
are the. gracious. purp! which thi 
inf itution was intended to ſerye, Xt 5 
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Again, YO OT ens Van Sy ert des 
Chtiſt hath: given the members of a Curl 
ſtian ſocie . | direvtions h ho to att; 


altar, and — — 2 ; 
bath ought againff thee; leave; there thy gifs 
before the altar, and go thy way; firſt I. . 
amculed to thy brother, and then come and offer 


F 4 thy 
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%. The language und advice bee. 
ian de eee e eee, 


to a Chriſtian ſociety to thy 3 
knowledgments to 525 5 ut farm 5 
bereſt that thy brother hath * 
thee, withdraw thy ſelf, and de not think 
to find with thy maker, hig 
thou are violating his laws, by 
againſt thy brother. And 
and be en 8 -btother; by | 
a ſuitable repara the injury done 
pent of thy wicked wh; _ cottis 
tance. To the . offended Chriſte ad. 
| 3 15 i 
treſpaſ againſt 
and tell bim bs Le Tae bim and 4 
alone, if be ſhall hear thee,"'thou' haſt 
thy. Ian burt if he will ot Mar thee, '\ 
take with thee' one or two more, the ins the 
mouth of two or three witneſſes every m. 
be eftabliſhed. And if be ſhall negleti-to 
them, tell it unto the church ;'but'sf" bent 
left ta hear the church, ie hi do ws 
an heathen man and 4 publican; that d 
un. him no longer as 4 A 
7 inn e With een e ) 
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ſahhect of their prayers, - and; the. diſpoſitions 
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| Criſt bach-give Chriſtian mare drs 


cautions and directions with reſpect to their 
devotions. Mate. vi. 7, 8, 9 bt DR 125 


ye- i tharefargu lite unto:them, for 


knoweth what t 
aſe bim. After: this manner ther 
je. Our Faber, ubinb art — — fg 
Whether we con ſider this as a farm of ty 
ot only as a guide and a dire ion to Cxiſti 
ſocieties . with ſeſpact to the uje and the 


and qualiſſcations of the perſons 

the grounds of their acceptance aan 3 
comes to the ame; becauſe the fame uſeful 
inſtructions are held forth in either , caſe. 
Here Chriſtian. ſocieties are taught to direct 
their deſires, not to any mediator or interce/- 


for with God. —— father 


in heaven, who as his power enables him, 
ſo his fatherly kindneſs cilpoſes him to do 
more abundantly for his dutiful children than 
they can aſk or think. Here Chriſtians are 
given to underſtand that the foundation. of 


God's moral government and kingdom a- 


mongſt men, and the 2 of Cbriſlian 


obedience is laid in the heart; by mens be- 
ing poſſeſſed with a juſt and worthy ſenſe of 


the moral character of their maker Here 
Chriſtians 
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eng by 2 charge and og 
1 * that he might It met 
aid; e ſue the great 


fo it was made good to'them at the Nat 


fon might invite'and * others volun- 
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purpoſe of his coming. Luk. xxiv, 26 
28, 29. Thus it is ee, e W 


hoved Chri to fuffer, and to riſe from'th Sag 


the third day; and that repentance an fem 
en of fins uli be NN in 5-40 nth 


2 all nations, beginning at | 
a e are witneſſes of wh things." yo 
T Rc the prom my father" uhh 
ye m % city 4 27 
Fin Mor ye Pall ke endued with | 
high. "Tis Pen of the father, or 1 the 
enduing them with power from on High; 
it conſiſted in working miracles like as Cn. 
had done before, and to anſwer the ſame en 


Pentecoſt following.) | Mark xvi. 15. Ant be 
ſaid unto them, 

1 — be eng every creature. Matth. 

xxviii. 1, 19. ee and ſpate n 

hee em, ſays . t given unte ane 


in fin po ; gb" ye therefare,” y 
— ith all "nations, baptizi 22 — c. 


the perſons before-mentioned were afterwatds 


added #405 more, viz. Pal and op 
that in the "exerciſe of their mini 


down the world, theſe een . 15 
offer to all without inction t 


Chriſt, and ac them with the 885 con- 
tents of it, and by their example and ferfwit- 


tarily 
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ye into all the world, and 
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Foſs Chrift. aſſerted. 


wy undertake: and, Nen mee 


work. as 
n. 3 Tug goſpel 6 
be Jews o Wow | having wrou 


to awaken aber at- 


a martyr for it, ing laid a 


"rad rn and having 
mach, vin 

commanded his afl 
world and preach L oſpel to all without 
be e. in a word Chriſt havin done 
thing that was proper to render 


* to make it have its. 
7 a lee mak 1 4 — 


choſen and 
ſtrictly charged and 


through, and to take its fate in the w. 
And indeed, when we conſider that the 
pel of Chriſt, is founded in reaſon, an 
OY confotmable to our natural 1 „ — 

of an and that it is nothing more than 
an addreſs: to men, in order to engage them 
upon rational principles, to be wiſe for them- 
ſelves in an affair of the greateſt importance 
to them; in this view of the caſe, it might 
have been expected that the goſpel would 


2 into the 


have been univerſally received, and that all 


who 


mifßon, namely, that it extended to the per- 

; of the Apoſtles, and no; farther. '''Our 

did not ſay, as my father hath ſent f 
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Job Chriſt. aſſerted. 
conſidered as Apoſtles, that 
hays, with the Aetiog of ide 4 


r Maſs vein ca ing 
muſt it therefore be any. man, or am; 
. b hoy ov ot 14 : Che. 


ſtian end ſucc the 

. 
or juriſdietvon upon that account, 
my Apoſtles had no ſucceſſors as 1 


The Apoſtles indeed, (as the e 
citcumſtances of things required, and the 
better to anſwer the pu N 
aſſociation), did, by, 

obation of the reſk of their fellow Ciri- 
e nt 


8 10 
two diſtin 


ces in the ſeveral Chriſtian. 
ſocieties which were 
viz, that of | Deacons and Baſhaps.. . | 
ru n eee 
und Libs it faithfully as f 

of the widows and others in en call for 
it. AFts vi. 1, 2, 3 4, 5. Aud in 
when the. number of the x 
plied, there aroſe a 
againſt the Hebrews 

were neg lead in the daily. minif 
the twelve called the: multitude af the 
* and ſaid, it is not en 
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tables. Wherefore brethren, look ye out 2 


we ters the en On nds 


you ſeven wp 9 Wo wa 2 fl Ts 
point over this bu * 

py ſelves continually to 55 url boy the ns 
mY the word. And ng pleaſed the 
2 and they 427 Seephem &c. 

And as the Apoſtles, when they had g. 
thered Chriſtian ſocieties were obliged" 
leave them, in order to preach-the goſpel to 
others: ſo this gave occaſion for their ap- 
pointing particular perſons to mn 
Chriſtian ſocieties the latter office I mention- 
ed above, viz. that of Biſhops. Tho 
bably this was done by, and with the 
and approbation of the reſt of their fellow 
Chriſtians ; ſecing that was the caſe of the 
former inſtitution of Deacons, the reaſotis- 
bleneſs and uſefulneſs of the thing, and the 
circumſtances of Chriſtian ſocieties being the 
ground and foundation of both. The 
neſs of a Biſhop was to watch over a parti- 
cular ſociety of Chriſtians (wh ich were com- 
mitted to his care), for their good; hy fe- 
ing that every individual walked according 
to the goſpel of Chriſt, to reprove ani . 
moniſh them if they in any inſtance behaved 
otherways, to excite and ſtir them up te 
* of virtue; in a word, the 3 


Nr Clef ae 
of their duty, to keep freſh, upon their minds 


by es Ke fake al 
lies, by being their ſpeaker and repre- 
ſentative in their poblick and ſolemn addreſ- 
ſes to God. And, 1 * 


con, or Biſhop, did not require any great de- 
gree of learning; or * gd — bo ſtudy, 
or the being brought up at the feet of Ga- 
mgliel; but only a good underſtanding, with 
a juſt ſenſe. of the goſpel of Chriſt, and of 
the great and good end it was intended to 
ſerve, an honeſty and integrity of mind, with 
2 faithfulneſs of behaviour ſuitable to the 
truſt repoſed in them. The goſpel of Chri 

is a plain, fimple, uniform thing ; directec 
only to one great and good end, viz. the 
ſaving F4 mens fouls. ' And tho great, learn- 
ing, tedious ſtudy, &c. may be neceſſary to 
render men capable of perverting. it, and 
making it ſubſervient to other, and conti 

purpoſes than what it was intended for : ye! 
theſe are not neceſſary to render men capa- 
ble of undertaking it themſelves, , nor yet to 
ge them to preach. it to others... Chriſt 
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Apoſtles ; that is, Pobliſh bis go xl to the, 
world, which” what the * 


* { 56 . #&+ 
The performing the office either of Dea- 


not chuſe men of Jerters only to be his. 
ſtolick 
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office eonfifted 'in ; neither did che A poste 
and Brethren chuſt men of 1etters 
Biſhops ; that is, to watch oyet t 
C ian focieties Which were N OY 
their times: great learning, tedions Rudy; 
Sc. not being neceſſary to the exetutun 
thoſe offices. And when theſe catne ti N 
eſteemed neceflary, then Chriſt and his bY 
pet were foon preached” out of the 1 
that is, the of Chriſt Was 
verted and a 2 and made fub 
any, and every other A . n "te 


rand, parpo thoſe for w 
kr es wie 


72. the ſaving mens fouls, 
1 6 AT r 
and Bretter | 
ie 0 of jr gt and Vifhops in 
rn” ſocieties ; becauſe ah 5s theſe dich 
wete to do was neceſſaty to be done; and 
cauſe it was p that it ſhouſd. be. 15 
perſons bufinefs to do it that it might not 
any time be I undone: yet it Was not 
their bufinets as chat it might 1 Y or 7 
not at any time be done 5 1 
ſon. Te. coll and ,&) the ke” . 
bounty was the ao bf of the Deacin; 
then it wus not ſo his bufinels as chat yy 
ht, 1 that it 5 be ares, {.# 
one by any at on” except 
e attended the a which ck 
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was the bufineſs of a 
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Ju Chriſt derte. 
it ſo. Toe exvite and fir up the Gh 
2 to the practice of their duty, to 

oe and admonich thoſe who — 
a and to be the rater for the 
their publick sto God, and the like; 
Biſhop ; but then it was 
not fo his buſineſs as that it might not, or 
ought not under any ame, 0 oe 
done by any other perſon. And, 

As the "A files and brethren ;nſtitates 
the offices of Deacons and Biſhops in Chri- 
ſtian ſocieties to anſwer the purpoſes afore= 
faid ; ſo theſe offices may very fithy be ſaid 


t be of lea ufpritmmints bur then tine 
will not juſti 


ſtify our p f 
them Cbriſts ' inflitueionr) or ink intſlitu- 
tions, becauſe we have to / ſuoli 
+ character, or to ground ſuch a preumptium 
upon. The Apoſtles, in obedience tu tho 
command given ther by their — vent 
up and down the world ſpelg 
n che doing of whiehy many — fork6s 
ties were gathered; and as the Apoſtles: were 
obliged to leave thoſe ſocieties in order to go 
on with 2 work they 
to, vin. of preaching the Goſpel; ſo th 

took care to leave: —.— furl — | 
fances, and with fab 7 2 that the 
true ends and purpoſes of Ui iſtlan / uſſpola tom 
9 de * then ; and ths 


were 


had a ſpeeink call 
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| he gangs office * Rome without 
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3 . of the two inflicugons K 
fore · mentioned. And therefore as I aid be- 
fore, tho this will je our Frm, th 
apoſtica inſtitutions ;- yet this does not 4 | 
ord or countenance the leaſt pretence for cal- 
ling or eſteeming them divine inſtitutions, 
or the inſtitutions of Chrift, 

I would likewiſe. obſerve to my "read 
how very unlikely it is that St Peter ſhould 
be conſtituted Biſbop of the particular ſociety 
or congregation of Chriſtians at Rome; be- 
cauſe: he could not —_—_— 2 
without quitting his Apo and thereby 
betraying 1 the Fut which Chriſt had repoſed 
in him of preaching the goſpel as aforeſaid, 
To do the work of an Apoſtle was to f 
from place to place preaching the goſpel to 4 
without diſtinction, whether they were Jews 
or . Gentiles, whether Scythians, Barbarians, 
Bond or Free. To do the work OLA 
was to watch over a particular fog 
Chriſtians for their good, by 
inſtructing, by reproving and adm 
and by performing every — good: ws 
towards them as was neceſſary to the well 
being of the ſeveral members of that ſociety ; 
ſo that |whoevyer-did the latter could not do 
the former, - becauſe theſe offices were incam- 
patible. And therefore St Perer could ot 


abandoning 


8.— 


9g 


an Apoſtle, ſhould deſcend. to bis f 
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muſt it therefore be (as I ſaid before,) for 


Jaſus Chrift aſſerted. 
abandoning | his Apoſtieſhip, which ſurely is 
not to be ſuppoſed. - But admitting = 
ment's ſake, that St Peter did quit his 
folk office, and took upon him the 
of a Biſhop, and that he Was B 
icular ſociety of Chriſtians who inhabited 
in the city of Rome : yet nothing will follow 
from hence in fayour of any ical 
or ſuriſdiction which might be ſuppoſed to 
deſcend from him to bis fo uc l che Biſhops 
of Rome, or to any other Hiſbop, or Bi/bops 
whatever; becauſe the Biſhop of Rome did 


not ſucceed St Peter in ie olical, but 


in his Epiſcopal Character only. Or if it 
ſhould be admitted that St Peter ſtill retain- 
ed his Apoſtolick Character when he Was 


op of ah 
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1 


Biſhop of Rome, tho he did not in fact c- 


cute the office of an Apoſtle; yet this dos 


not a the caſe at all. For as St Peter in 


the pr nt caſe is 1 to ſuſtain a wo- 
fold e viz 


of an Apoſtle, and 
that of a Buſbop ſo it is NE abſurd 
to ſuppoſe the powers he might be poſ- 
ſeſſed of when conſidered in the capacity of 
ſs, 
when they ſucceeded him only in the capa- 

city of a Bi{bgp., Moſt vain and aſſuming 


the Biſhop of Rame, or any other Biſhop or 


e WHORE hes y claim to, the 
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power 
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power r of the keys, let that power be Wg NR 


will, or any other "Apoftolical power or fung 


Hfim Whatever; ſeeing no ſuch power bag 


nor could be deſcended to them. The Aps- 
ſtolical Commiſion extended no farther thai 
the perſons of the four teen Apoſtles 1 mens 
tioned above; and therefore when the Apo- 
ſtles dyed the Apoſtolick office, and con- 
ſequently all Apoſtolick power and juris. 
diction dyed with them, as I have already 
obſerved. j nn TI IP 
I would likewiſe farther obſerve how week 
and vain the pretence is that the Biſhops and 
Clergy of the Church of Nome have been 
continued by a regular uninterrupted” ful 
gion, from the Apoſtles drum to this tame) 


whereas, if Father Paul's account of this m.. 


ter (a man of great learning and integrith 
may be relied upon, then the * 
iſhops and Cler s been greatly ung 
lar 5 has bool "Mie at leaf 
and broker in upon. Thus in the Apoſtles 
time, and down to the end of the tomd ee 
tury thoſe appointed to any office in Chriſta 
ſocieties were elected or ſet apart to thei it 
ſpective offices by the body of Chriſtians; thi 
is, by that ſociety they were appointed/t 
ſerve. See Father Paul of benefictlly matters, 
Pages 5, 6. * Referving therefore to them- 
felves, (viz. the Apoſtles,) the mort i- 
IN a portant 


2 
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ce portant charge of prraching and | 
„the goſpel; they:commitigd the cate; of 
their tempomle to other miniliers. '— 
Theſe ne miniſters joſtitaed by the A- 
*© poſtles, ſor the management af their tem- 
« poyal afſaits Ware ſix in number, 
„by, the hole body. of the: faithful, 
called Deacons,” - Had. chis ordat af 
admitting gene te any Keclaßiaſtical Run- 
© (tion, but by alectien of all the faithful 
„in a general Aſſembly, was uiviplably ob- 
*« ſerved, and ſo cantinutd r born 300 
M years. lere We be that not anly the c 
right, but alſo the practice of elesting wat in 
the peopie or body of the faithful far the jor? 
two Oundred year and longer. And tlio the 
uſing or app the outward. mark or ſign 
of ſuch election qr ſeparation. of a perſon 0 
any office in 4 Chriſtian Society, by laying 
on of bands, and praying fer God's bleſſing 
Seen, t gies: Samet 7 way 

ted, Was pertotmed the or 
Overſeer of- that, er of ſome other Chriſtian 
ſociety; yet that does not aſſact the caſt at 
all; becauſe this is to be conſidoared, not o 
much the act of the Biſhop, 28 the att of 


the Saciety or Congregation whoſe iminiſter 
and repreſentative he was, in * 


5 ilſelf, in whole, or in part, but a mere op. 


pendix to- it, and an outward n 
. 2 find that 8 
A ark vi. 7. and thus he ſeparated 
buy ſent forth his e Diſciples to preach 
the Goſpel through Judea, Luke x. I. and 
the chuſing of theſe out of or from amongſt 
others to anſwer the purpoſe aforeſaid, was 
a ſufficient ordination,” without any external 
tolen or c , which does not appear to 
be added in either caſe. Thus again, the 
| Apoſtles and Brethren, (the number of which 
were about an hundred and twenty,) appmnt- 
ed two, vis. Foſeph and Matthias, and left 
to be determined by lot which of tho 
ſhould ſucceed Judas in the Apoftolick a; 
and when that was done Matthias was num 
bred with the Apoſtles, and it does not appear 
that laying on of hands, or any other cete- 
mony was uſed in the caſe. This I think 
- plainly ſhews, that laying on of hands by the 
Biſhop, on perſons ſet apart to miniſter in 
Chriſtian ſocieties, was not a neceſſary purt 
of ſuch ſeparation ; but a mere appendix to it. 
And though when the Deacons were choſen 
by the multitude; that is, by the body of the 
faithful then preſent, Adds vi. 1, 2, 3, 4,5 b. 
the Apoſtles prayed, and in conformity to 
antient uſage, (for it does not appear tlut 
they had any divine Wg 


neceſſary 1 of ſuch ſeparation, bu but only 


the 


Esens 


Thi Ob e. 


hid their hands on che perſons" ſo ſeparated 
yet that does not appear to be 4 


toben of it. And though 
laying on of hands has been called or ding- 


tion; yet this was only a figure of ſpeech il in 


which the" gw ee fir the '7hing fg 
fied. 
Nate the the ſecond ce century the affair of elect⸗ 
ing perſons to miniſter in Chriſtian” ſocieties 
admitted of ſome ſmall alteration, viz. fome- 
times the 
perſons for Eccleſiaſtical Functions; but then 
ſuch nomination was no more than barel 
to recommend, it being of no effect but as 
perſons nominated were approved and 
accepted by the body of the "people. Thus 
again Father Paul of [beneficiary matters, 
Pages 20, — {han —— * js and 
other Clergy were alſo preſen 

« people; and ordained by the Dies, or 
« elſe nominated by the Biſhop, and with 
the conſent of the people "ordained by 
him. No perſon that was unknown was 
admitted, ner did the Biſhop ordain any, 
„ but ſuch as were 1 or indeed pro- 

<< poſed by the people, whoſe en 
« was thought fo neceſſary, that the Pope, 
St Lev, proves at 
a * Biſhop's 6rditiation without it. And Con- 


france 


* : 


took chem to nominate 


large the invalidity of a 


"= — ke 6 IX 
a fone, Clergy, .St Gregary chough he could 
t not be conſecrated without the conſgt f 
the inhabitants, Who being at that ẽe 
t retired to Cenoa, to avoid the tavages gf 
e the barbarous nations, a e 1 
| ky ſent them, at bis inſtance,. to know their 
« pleafure. A thing which may juſtly b 
* commended to the ohſervation of $i Cl 
„ where we are taught —— where 
4 in the people ſhould pretend to have 
<* ſhare, would be uolavful and invalid: 
Mag} wes pray ne wed, 
cc to ev 
5 Meas. that lawful which was former 
< reputed deteſtable and impious, pad«that 
2 upjuſt wohich had then the reputaiow 
ce Ee wt Wo | 
"gran ned till about the gr 
time, the power of 


oo: 
. men . miniſter in Chriſtian ſoisties 
was by degrees taken from the Papln and 
transferred to thoſe inveſted wit ci ger. 
See 1 Paul of benehicinry: q 
24, 28, | 
bs the Biſhops eing become the 

« penſers o oh fourth part of 
* of the Church, they began 
*. more. of their care on their 


ee fairs, and to make Parties in 


et — cleions were no ee ber 


« ton of the comending parti The 
« diſtempers an Edi, that no 
« Perſon eleched ſhould be conſecrated: wich- 
« out the — — 

giſtrate, — to themſelves the right 
« of confirming the ſuch 


great Biſhapricks, 
*< as thoſe in /taly.of Rome,  Revinna, and 
« Milan, and 


the care af others to 
their Miniſters; . In this manner, 
„that is with the imperial F 
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* ſen in {tal 
« France and other Countries beyond the 
«©. mountains; the roynl authority, and even 
<< that of the Mayors of the Palace, appear- 
ed more abſolute ; for the People as ſoon 
e ag thoſe Princes concerned themſelves in 
4 elections, deſiſted entirely, and withdre: 
<«- themſelves from them. — Sooke 

all the hiſtory of Gregory of Toursgcfuom 
the time of Ciomis the firſt Chriſtian Ring 
of France, until the year 590, we find no 
«< inſtance” of any one Biſhop being made 
in any other manner than by the 
„ nation or conſent of the King. 
It was for thoſe Biſhops when once 
-< they were made without the au of 
r the People, to exclude the People alſa m 


ee the choice of Prieſts, . = | 


« eccleſiaſtical miniſters, and to transfer, that 
= 

at ceſſion of Bi O Was 
become —_— irregular, — 
ſhamefally interrupted and . 
For een of their being choſen and fe 
apart to their reſpective 5 — by the 
whom they were appointed to — — 
and miniſter to, which in regen, and ac- 
cording to antient gs they ought;t9.jbe; 
they were {et apart by thoſe inveſted With 
civil power ; and this 1 the ſuccgſion, and 
2 


rendered 


lrahy until the Ver 550 f, but in 


= 4. 
E 
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the ceremony 
thereof. The Croun,of Poland i is well _— 


to be electiue. Now ſuppoſe a perſon; were 
to accede to that crown any other way than 
by that of election, this would be greatly 
irregular according to the conſtitution — that 
kingdom, and the n 2 would 
be greatly interrupted and broken in upon, 
even though the viſible — of anointing, 
or any other cat ceremony be .conti- 
nued, and admi by the ſame of Cay | 
or perſons, and in the ame 3 e- 
or perf This I think is in as — 
„ and the Fakes ar pu 
mllel. 24 
a_ this the affair of elections fuſed 
another 2 and by degrees 4 
avs. themſelves of that and 
holly excluded both Prince and 
Thus. again Father Paul of beneficiary 
ters, Page: 56. © But the — of Charke- 


* maign 
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Aged, that the P 


The Nue Gofpeti'of 
maixn having deen driven out df 
_— yea? 884, Pope Hadrian III 

' fature, be conſrerate Es 
4 a fo 


© the Emperor at all. P 88. 
<- pero? being yet young, Te Oi 


_ In commotions, this juncture 1 — 


Pope, to exclude bim intirely fromthe 

<. election of the Bifhops and Abbo and to 

* that end ſent him a monitory; Ai 
the Emperor was forbid to concern R 

@ ſelf any more in thoſe diſpoſttions Page 


<' r06, 107. Finally, in that ſpace of time 
© between the years 1122 wherein Bury h 


4 renounced the mvcftitures, and ANN 


4 became 4 rule almoſt every whore he 
dis fneceſfor ſhould de chefen by de 


4 was to be applied to for his confirmation; 


« bliſhed, that upon 


the Death of the 


Chapter, and confirmed by the Metrope- 
cc litan : that the Abbots ſhould de choſen 

by the Monks and then confirmedbyuthe 
« Biſhop, if the Monaſtery were net 
«< empted, and if it were, then the Pope 


« That the other benefiees which were i 
“ Jure Patronatus, ſhould be conferred by 
<« the Biſhops upon the preſentation" of the 
< Patron : but that all the reſt heuld b 
* the entire diſpoſal of the Biſhops,” Phe 
* remained indeed the ehicf election of 2 


den Ot aertd. 

the Popedoni, Which ſeemed not to fall 
; vr regulation; fot after the Em- 
« peror had been excluded from the election, 
« inſtead of its returning to the people; 
« which was a conſequence ought to have 
e been expected, Innocent II, upon a quar- 
© rel betwixt him and the Roman people, 
« in which he was driven out of Rome, in 


* return, took away the right of election 
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e from the people.” Here we ſee, that 


the affair of electing or ſeparating men from 
their brethren in a Chriſtian ſociety, to 
miniſter in, and to that fociety; was again 
interrupted and broken in upon. For in- 
ſtead of their being choſen and ſeparated 
by the people, according to reaſon, and 


moſt antient uſage; or inſtead of their be- 


ing ſeparated by . thoſe inveſted with civil 
power, according to the u/age of the times 
immediately preceding ; the Clergy by de- 
grees poſſeſſed themſelves of that power, 
and has kept it ever ſince; and this again 
rendered their ſucceſſion greatly irregular. 
How idle and vain therefore muſt the pre- 
tence be, of a regular uninterrupted fucceſ= 
fon of Biſhops and Clergy in the Church of 
Rome, from the Apoſtles down to this time; 
whereas according to Father Paul's account, 
it has in fact been juſt the contrary. And, 
if the pretence of ſuch a ſucceſſion be idle and 


Vain 
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Lein in the Biſhops and | Clergy. of che 


Church of Nome; Wl that pretence muſt 
be equally fo in all others who h have 1 
their ſucceſſion from them, 44s 
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Aving üer Sh makes was che 

a — end of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 

0 coming into the world, and likewiſe what 

25. he has dom in order to obenin it: 'I now 

1 proceed to ſnewi that the means Chrift made 

| uſe of were fuitable and proper to obtain the 

end propoſed, -viz. the ſaving of mens fouls: 

And in order to do this 1 ſhall ſhew #r ft; 

that the means Chriſt made uſe of were ſuit 

able and proper to reform the urid, and 

rightly to direct and govern the/affetiions and 

actions of men: and ſecondiy, that the re- 

forming, and rightly directing and govern- 

ing the minds and lives of men was the 

only poſſible way in which Chriſt could be a 

ſaviour to them. And | 
Firſt, I am to ſhew that chemical 

4 made uſe of were ſuitable and proper to re- 

* form the world, and rightly to direct and _ 
| H 
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vern the minds and lives. of men. And here 


I obſerve that as Chriſt addreſſed himſelf 0 
men as free beings ; ſo what he had to offer 
to them was founded upon the conſideration 
of a Deity. By a Deity I mean a govern- 
ing mind, who called this world into bei 


who takes cognizance of the actions of men, 
and who will call them to an account for 
the fame, and deal with every one according 
to his works. And tho the bulk of man- 
to 


kind were groſsly corrupted with reſpect 
their anderſts N their etiam and af 
tions when Chriſt undertook. to reform a 
fave ther; yet the ſenſe. of a Deity, or 0 
ſuch a governing mind as I have now men 
tioned was ſtill preſerved and kept alive 8, 
mong them, as is abundantly 
the many ſuperſtitions and idolatries chat e- 
wn, 7 a0 And indeed, it maſt be 
a very hard 
minds the ſenſe of a Deity ; becauſe the pn 
ſent dependent condition of every one, h 
beauty and order that is to be feen in-the 
1 wo tendency and - 
ſever s to a general good, and 

like, do Leh ms, : 

make the ſenſe of a a preſent to _ 
minds. 17 


5 4 
* But 


evident ſrom 


to rage qut of :man_ 
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Kerr Chriſt. afferted * 
t-tho' the ſenſe of a governing mind was 
Welty be any e oy e 1 
mn NS CQngeption: were 
jy and mph, wa F juſt ſenſe ,; of 11 
moral gb "m4 No 5 4 a 21 g TRges 
0 


were {| f n wer. wy We e Pur- 
— to then d to. their reforma- 
ps ecting and govern- | 


"I or 10 e 110 


ing their a W je $2 55 en, from 


Jeff e 0 75 e #1 04, went intg 
77 A, s of Bo nel upon 0 ſenſe 

their 15 they too "OE Ne aſures to 
recommend themſelves . to, th © POW mercy, 
So that tho the ſenſe of g Deity was .nbt 
of among men; yet ſuch 3 ſehſe of his mo- 

ral perfections, and — mr government 
was fo 75 lg WAY 10 Nee ur- 
poſe to them ; that is, the ge 
did not natprally lead then 55 a 0 LOS 


of their cyil ways, par affqrd fuch a ground 
or reaſon of action to em AS. W f | 
VESs 


% 00 e Me Mack A 
FI 6 the pohappy gud) ion of he 


wDKingd, and gs gur Lord: Je 
Chriſt took upon ts their fer mer, 
and in a t9 be their e 
ner: 16 N bim to {t - 1279 
 theſs patent, by, pee vpe 
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minds ſuch a juſt and worthy {enſe'of God, 
and of the true grounds of His POO 
\ and diſlike, and the meaſures which” he wil 
moſt undoubtedly take with our ipe % 1 
when ſeriouſly. attended to naturalh dead 
reform the vices, and rightly to Aer "and 
govern the minds and lives of men. And'as 
this was what the circumſtances of "mankind 
required; ſo this was what our Lord gid 
for them in order to their reformation,” Ec, 
namely, he publiſhed his goſpel to the Teur 
in his own perſon, and gave it in charge to 
his Apoſtles to publiſh the ſame goſpel 0 the 
reſt of mankind, which goſpel (as T hate f. 
ready obſerved) is briefly ſummed up "inthe 
following particulars. Firſt, he requires and 
recommends a conformity of mind and Iife 
to that eternal and unalterable rule of Aon 
- which is founded in the reaſon of things, and 
makes or declares that compliance to h the 
only, and the ſole ground of divine accept 
ance, and the only, and the ſure way to lik 
eternal. Secondly, if men have lived 
violation of this righteous law, by Which 
they have rendered themſelves diſpleatiug to 
God, and worthy of his juſt reſentment; 
then Chriſt requires and recommends repet- 
tance and reformation of their evil ways A are 
the only, and the ſure grounds of them uy en 

1 0% * C mercy | 
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Jus Chrift ales. 1056 
mercy and forgiyeneſs. And Thrraly, Chriſt 
aſſures us that God has appointed a time in. 
which he will judge tlie world in righteoufs, 
neſs, and that he will then approve or con- 
demn, reward or puniſh. eyery, man accord-. 
ing to his works; that is, according as be 
has, or has not conformed his affections and 
actions to that rule of action beforemention- 
ed, and according as he has, or has not der 
pented and amended his evil ways. 

This is the true = of jeſus Chrilt. 
This is that goſpel which bringeth peace and 
falvation to every one. who believes it, 25 
makes it a principle of action to hunſelf; 
This is that oſpel, by the publication and 
reception of iſt propaſed to reform 
the wid and h to dire and govern 
the nindt and ſives of men. And indeed, 
nothing Id. be; better 1 anſwer ſuch 
rare LI ee re referred to; 
for were men de 1 A. well tre rs | 
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nate; the miöft lud and debirithtd became 
chat and tempefaté; the theft BIA And 


and produced uch k Do 
it 0 


The mis dh of 


of meh. 'The fttöft fickes' Aud erdd-of tip 
ſpecies Becarrie mild, Fentle anti coffififtis. 


_ became N and HB&tal.' In 
6rd; the Böſpel, that is, the pfubolitidhs 
ML Which are tile A 
ſtance of the ge 7 5 of Chrift) wherf'balieſs 
and n+ gatded Fern ſuch 4 

ion A 


in the affe $ and actions 6f men; 28 Þ 

fipute bf ſpeech was called FE: — . 

4 new creation, and the p obe With 
were frid'to 

born agu aid 1 Be cred aln he 

2 80 the like. And, > i 8 

A the goſpel wrou be Mek. 4 Uh 


this change was Wröug 
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and 2 of men Behr 
jk and fatne effects „ Werd wen de Te -— 
n rd it as ey did ther, By Blk 

LSE of action to thankllys. ay 5 

Alt ts tin pun nom Bog * 

allent tc thoſe ' 2 
be 4 515 nr, * rams; 

12 15 * Aub Hy — ror 
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are the contents of the goſpel). as become a 
principle of action in the. believer, in oppo- 
lition to cringe e- £9" which pre- 
of Chriſt was intended to reform. Had men 
now a well-grounded perſwaſion, and did 
they pay e ſerious tegard-40 the follows 
ing truths, which contain the true goſ- 
pel f Jeſus Chriſt, vix. that nothing 
but a conformity of mind and life to 
that rule of action which is founded in 
can poſſibly render 
d acceptable to God; 
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| Here I humbly beg iny reader to cbaß· 
an were the gentrality of mon to act und 
a -well-grounded perſwaſion, and with a 
rious regard to the truths befotementi 
what Helis it would produce upon their. 
fections and actions, and what anner 60 
perſons they would be; Surely che eaſe 
would then, be vaſtly different from What ig 
is now; becauſe a ſerious regard to that 
truths naturally leads men to conſider wαα 
they are about, and to act with cu 
whatſoever they ſet their hand unto, e 


in. A ſerious regard 00 da r cruths: = 
conſtantly: ml is in . ere? and 1 
would Gde. their running haſtily into 
b is evil; becauſe * x — 
have time to conſider whether a preſent c 
joyment (which upon the whole is wrong 
and therefore ought to be avoided); i worth 
purchaſing at the loſs of God's favour, and 
the happineſs of another world. A well 
grounded perſwaſion and a ſerious regard 10 
the forementioned truths,” would. natun 
lead men to loc forward, and conſicer w 
part in life they bought to act; 2 _ o 
gain would lead —f to watch toad 
temptations by which they a ＋ 
ed. In a word, tbe world would then of 
courſe 2 on another face, and — 
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for the better; as to be 
ee chord 


what at — 
to be. dad would be the 
of all ranks and conditions of men, from 
the king upon the throne to the meaneſt of 
his ſubjects. Every man, who acted under 
ſuch a perſwaſion, and with a regard to the 
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nourably to l up every relation he ſtood in 
2 Ns rr _— 
it barge ever repoſ n 
5 — WhO — with the 
—— of making laus for the good and well- 
being of a community; would in their legi- 
ſlative capacity take heed, not to exceed,* nor 
yet to betray the truſt. repoſed in them. 
Then, the courts of princes would not be 
turned into 2 and the wealth of 


nations waſted orga ls g thoſe: ſhews ; 
but they would be the: ſeat-of // * in 


which iniquity would not be here 
every complaint would be heard; 240 every 


grievance among the people impartially re- 
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the belief of the goſpel of Chriſt would be 
ſuch a ſpring and principle of action in them, 
28 would diſpoſe every one to act ſuitabiy to 
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forementioned truths, would be careful ho- 


22 


dreſſed. And this would be the caſe with 
reſpect to all eſtates and conditions of men, 
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work their reformation: than the true geit 
convinced of, and could they be prevailad 
upon to pay a ſerious regard to the truths 


beforementioned, truths in which they are 
ſo deeply ihtereſted, and which ſo nearly 
concern them, this would melt down: the moſt 
hardened and obdurate of them all. Fot, ij 
nothing but a conformity of mind and liſe 
to that tule of action w is fou f 
the reaſon of things will render men 
ſing to God; and if nothing but repentance 
and re formation of their evil ways will te- 
commend vicious wicked men to the divint 
mercy z and if God will moſt aſſuredly judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, and render 10 
every man according to his works (Which 
is the ſum and ſubſtance of the goſpel uf 
Chrift); then, where thoſe truths ate haliev · 
ed upon mature conſideration, and a ſeriou: 
regard is paid to them, this naturally tinds 
to b dben the moſt ixurttrutt habits of 
dite, and is more than a car p⁰¹ tu thy 
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ſtrongeſt temptations, and conſequently --leads 
to ion the moſt hardened Sent. hs 


a well-gtoutded perſwanon and « ſeriaus es 
gard to the truths beforementioned _— 
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tends to reform the world, and rightly to 
the minds and lives of 
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AVING in the preceding ſection 
fully ſhewn that the! true goſpel of 
eſus-Chriſt is excellently. ſuited to reform 


the world, and rightly to direct and 'govern 


the minds and lives of men: I now 


to ſhew ſecondly, that the reforming the 


world, and rightly directing and governing 
the affections and actions of men was the 
only poſſible way in which Chriſt: could be a 
Saviour to them. And in order to do this 
I beg leave to obſerve, that it is agreeable- 
neſs or diſagreeableneſs in any agent, Which 
alone renders that agent (confidered as an 
agent or free being) the object of divine af 
probation or diſlike. God does not approve 
or diſapprove from capricious humour or ar- 
bitrary pleaſure; but from the real and in- 
trinſick valuableneſs or unworthineſs of the 
object of ſuch his approbation or = ike. 
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Were God to appt pprove. or 1 of 30y 
object u pon any other account, from any other 
motive, or upon any ber ground, than the 
real intrinfick valuableneſs or digg reeable- 
neſs of that object, this would be a agel 
moral imperfection in the Deity : becauſe 
then, God would not only be capable of 
being, but he would be actually mea, by 
his being led to approve or dilapprove of 
what is not the true and proper object of his 
approbation or diſlike ; and by his being led 
ta affect and act upon wrong and falſe prin- 
ciples, to admit WON would be to defame 
the moral character of the belt of beings, 
and therefore it is not to be ſuppoſed. To 


. 


1156 


approve or diſapprove of what is not in it 


{elf the true and proper object of ſuch appro- 
bation or diſlike, is in the nature of the 
thing manifeſtly wrong ; and therefore ſuch 
a conduct muſt be unworthy of the Deity. 
This, I think, is as plain and evident as 
any mathematical propoſition can be demon- 


ſtrated to be; and therefore T ſhall not- 


proceed farther to explain a point which 


appears ſelf-evident to the loweſt under- | 


ſtanding. 


Mankind in the general were grofely cor- 


rupted both with reſpect to their under- 
ſtandings, their affe&ions and actions, br 
our Lord undertook to reform them (as 1 

2 have 


to 173 — 
appointed the very e 
1 5 means e 
leafing to his lf IS on 
of his 5 1 7 For Ad is pore ha > 
ing who has „Are den of his Ig a6- 
ow $4 6 is endowed with a U 
in a reaoing faculty Which When 
fully uſed and attended to would in 
nexal rig 775 dies his 6281. 
fections A 5 (excepting in dig 
and perplext caſes, 4 which be YOu oh 
liable to err, and con ſequently to act wok. 
and which wrong behaviour his kind creatar 
would not pnreafopab y take an advantage 
from): ſo this puts it into every man's power, 


and leaves it to his choice to behaye WII. gr of 


ill ; to render himſelf Py 1 
diſpleaſing to God; and cone: 


h Bis 
the proper object of divine [ty or 6 
ſentment. And, 


As the enerality, or at laſt a 

of our ay had made a © + gm a 
had by their ill behaviour rendered theme 
Ripe pra e 0 * * 
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Jau Griſt affertid. 
and by that means were becmme the proper 
2 bis reſentment; ſo there was no 
other poſſible way in which. Chriſt: could be 
2 Gvyiqur to them, but by his working a per- 
ſonal change in them, or rather by his recom» 
mending fuch -mamentous truths" to their 
would diſpoſe and engage them to reform 
themſehoes, and work in them ſuch a change 
u would make them ecaſe to be the proper 
objects of divine diflike and reſentment; and 
become perſonally plcaſing to God, by be- 
ing thereby the proper objects of his favour. 
I ay, this was the poſſible way in 
which Chriſt could be a ſaviour to man- 
kind; becauſe: this was the only poſſible way 
in which he conld render men perſonally 
paying to their maker, and che proper ob- 
jects of divine It was mens vicious 
and wicked behaviour only which rendered 
them perſonally diſpleaſing to God, and 
which made them the proper objects of his 
reſentment ; and therefore there was nothing 
in nature but mens reformation and their 
right behaviour which could poſſibly render 
them perſonally pleaſing to him, and make 
them the proper -obje&s of his favour. God 
is eternally and: unchangeably the fame, he 
always likes or diflikes as the being which is 
liked or diſliked is in dun pere object 
| 2 E 0 


| one ot the other. 80/thar;(if there hett 
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any time a change with reſpect to the divine 6 . 
Seren or ' diſlike; the ground of -that this 
change, is-not, nor canndt be in God, cindy 
is unchangeable ; and therefore mult iin red 
the fubjef? upon whom it is exerciſed q i geſer 
is, if God at any time ceaſes to diſapprove thei 
the being which he did diſappreve, and . ſuch 
the ſame being which before he dilliked; for 
then, that being muſt be ſo changeu, 1 0 Wro! 
ceaſe to be the proper object of his ditt, WH 6% 
and become the proper object of his ap- 15 
bation and affection. So that if we haveby 2 
our miſbehaviour rendered ourſelves perſona and 
ly diſpleaſing to God, and are becom e beca 
proper objects of his diſlike and reſentnient, whic 
we muſt- unavoidably- continue to be pg, Wl ſing. 
nally diſpleaſing to him, and to be theipres: Wl ſible 
per objects of his diſlike and reſentment, un. them 
til ſuch a change is wrought in as; which b, 
done by our repentance and reformation beſt : 
that we ceaſe to be the proper objects di his if he 
diſlike and reſentment, and become the %- more 
per objects of his approbation and affe WI this 


I ay, this muſt needs be the caſe; becaue: Peron 
were God to like or diſlike upon any 
grounds, it would be manifeſtly rg 
therefore the ſuppoſition is not to, hana» 
ted. Were God to take up a rekentment: 
© againſt any of his creatures upon any other 


mae 


n. Chriſt "fferted. 


is the only proper ground for reſenitinent,” 


rendered themſelves the proper objeAs of his 


their repentance and r4formation, which in 
ſuch a caſe, « would be the only proper ground 
for oy and forgiveneſs, this would be 
wrong elſo ;] and therefore it is not to de 


„ere 
Tf then, out Lord Jeſus Chriſt would be 
2 ſaviour to mankind he muſt reform them, 
and muſt rightly direct their mindł and Trves 3” 
becauſe there was no other poſſible” way in 


ſing to God, and conſequently no other 'poſ- 
ſible way in which he could be a ſaviour to 
them. If he had lived to the age of Methu- 
ſelab, and had behaved all that time in the 
beſt and moſt 


more painful and ſhameful than what he did, 
this might have rendered him in his own” 


ceptable to his father, as he hereby might 
become ſo much more the proper object of 


. b! 


to God, becauſe no other perfon could here 
uw; & I | by 
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this would be*wrong ; or Were be to mer 
mercy to and forgiye ſuch tranſgrefſors as had 


reſentment, upon any other grounds, than 


which he could render them perſonally plea-* 
rfe& manner poſſible, and 
if he had died "a death à thouſand times 
perſon ſo much the more pleaſing and ac- 


divine regard; but this could not poſhbly* 
render any other perſon more or leſs pleaſing” 
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grounds than cheit having geg ven 11, Which 
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Bin favguyr, - What is 

ane agent, cannot pollibly' 
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not thereby beo 
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faffetios' & Chrilt rencletedd him pericha 
| 6 Ro hol he became h n po ub 
ſonally p ng. to his fathet ; but 2 
could 105 55 6 by any. other Uta Ve 

they were ho ways, nor in anz ſenſp 


other perſon continued be ſame as to his per 
ſonal valuableneſs or diſagrecableneſs, = 
conſequently was the ſame object of divine ap- 
probation or diſlike, after the right beha- 
viour and the, ſufferings of Chit as before 
ſo that the good Wark or ſufferings of Chriſt 
could not Doe: n W che 
2 
As 1 arming the w. nd ri 
directing and. — the minds and lives 
of men, was the only poſſible way in which 
Chriſt could be a favieur to them: ſo this 


be their ſaviour, and this was the only mes 
tbod he pur ſued in order to obtain that end; 
He tells frners plainly that except 
bent they will all periſb; and that the true 
and only way to life eternal is to keep the 
commandments; and that if they do this they 
ſpall live; and the like. This is the true 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. As to the ſaving 
mankind. by the imputed righteouſheſs, or the 
meriteriqus. ſufferings, ot the prevailing in- 
ferceſion of Chriſt, * are doctrines _ 
2 - | Chri 
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bote any relation to him; . tray 


was the only way in which he pr "to 


they 7. 
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Chriſt never taught, and are What Chiiſt 


be 


ever pretended to ſave men by; but were 
51 5 of ſalvation ſet up by nen 1 have 
called themſelves hit followers. An 1 
methods of faving mankind, as ey 
human invention, and are no WE. 0 the bu 
eve Chriſt: ſo they naturally and mani- 
97 23 tend to e it, as 1 ſhall ſhew her 15 5 e 
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ERE it may be natural for my reader 
to aſk, that if the goſpel of Chriſt is 
founded in reaſon, and is exactly conforms 
able to our natural notions of things, and if 
it be a proper expedient to reform the world, 
and rightly to direct and govern the minds 
and lives of men, and if this is the only po- 
fible way for men to ſecure to themſelves the 
divine favour, and the happineſs of another 
world, and the moſt likely way to obtain 
peace and happineſs here; then how came 
it to paſs * when the goſpel was jr, 

preached, it was not univerſally received © 
and how comes it to paſs that where it is 
recerved, it does'not generally have its proper 
effect and influence upon the mindi and li ves 
of men? But on the contrary, ' Chriſtians in 
general appear to be like arber people, hav" 
ing the ſame vices and corruptions prevailing) 

tz. among 


De Tra: Goſpel of 
among tem. i The ſame pr ＋ . 
gance; anny. and cruety; hs. 
ſame fraud and 3 the ſame ZI 
touſneſs, diſſimulation, intemperance and the. | 
like, are to be found among 4 4 
are among ber men. Sa that the main a. | 
ference betwixt Chriftians and an. 
Jeus and Pagans ſeems. to be. in. name . 
profeſſion-only, and in the different ritus 

their ſeveral religions. And tho',. 


Chriſtianity has taken place i it may luc it ay pot b 
n 


have introduced more learning 
laage, and better order and decency: 5 | 


qu 
are nearly related — 
I. preſume my Wi will net. 
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12 l of ls an addreſs ta men 4s V 
15 Wich have the directſon of ** 
own 2 And ar fach K wut be le tt 
every man's choice Whether de at log 
or whether he Would ehen; Whether 3 4 
would and io ie, 8e whether" ke would 
ſet his fate againff K: "fo conſequently it 
could not de forced” pon the world; "hat. 
muſt make its Way by imete dint of 2 
and ſtrength of et. Indeed the 1. 
racultut power Whith fttthdett the goſpel at 
its firſt 10 J Was defied to aldrm 
the and to call ſh triens ſerichs 44 u. 
hm to what Was kindly offered fo therd 
and to ſtamp à divine Chbatacter upon it 4 
and upon many it had its infendi 
= * "with multitüdes of 'bthers the aſs 
men found ” Ways to 
ale of the Wot of this alarm, b A 
that power to orBer cgi, and ths like. 
that the getierality of men were {6 far * 
being brought over to the goſpet of "Chtift, 
that on the contraty, they "tnade rent e- 
fition to it, the grout of wv llt \ 
bon! come” tots pattic is Go 8 
A 3 
Firſt, as the world lay 11 witteds „ nf 
men bad cofttacted ling babies of vice: ſo 
this difpoled” many hp every 8e 
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\ neſs into their minds. And as the g 
could not work upon men until they 
be prevailed upon {ſeriouſly to reflect 


ſbews how hard and difficult a thing it Wto 


"On a ” 
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bo 7 10 | : I 
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which might give a check to their « 
ments, or that might introduce any u 


and carefully attend to it; ſo fad experience 


bring men who have given a Jooſe to their 


appetite and paſſions to reflect ſeriouſly up- 


on their conduct, or carefully to attend to 


any thing which may be offered againſt it. 
Alas! to attempt to bring ſuch men to -. 


rious reflection and conſideration, is like at- 


tempting to bring a bear to the falt, ot 
putting a 4nife to a man's throat, and thete- 
fore too too many are apt to fart, back. And 
as the goſpel when carefully attended io, 
muſt greatly diſturb the minds of Wicked 


men, by repreſenting to them as in à glas 


the vileneſ of their behaviour, the wretebed- 
neſi of their condition, and the dreadjul'con- 


ſeguences which will unavoidably follo up- 


way of charm, but by moral fugiam men 


on it, except their repentance and refotma- 
tion prevent it: ſo it is no wonder that many 
of them ſtept their ears againſt it, and tefu- 
ſed. to hearken to that voice which ſpake not 
good concerning them but evil, And tho 
the goſpel of Chriſt is excellently ſuited to 
reform vicious men; yet it does nat d it by 
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in the reaſon of thin 


muſt reflect ſeriouſly upon the contepts-of 
it, and carefully attend; to it; for.-otherways 


it can have no effect ot influenceapon;their 


minds and lives, Which wicked men are not 


eaſily, nor generally prevailed upon to. do. 


So that when we conſider how hard. and 
difficult a thing it is to bring vicious men to 


ſerious reflection, and how few there are 
| who will be. brought to it, ö it will not ApP- 


pear ſtrange that Chriſtianity made no greater 
progreſs in the world than it did. Again, 
this will farther appear if we conſider 
7 Secondly, that the. goſpel: of Chriſt; lays 
the ax to the roof. of the tree, and (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) it gives no quarters;z- that is, 


it does not admit of any thing to be the 


ground of God's favour but practice of 
moral virtue, or a — rof A 
life to that rule of action which is founded 


nothing to be the ground of Divine Mercy 


vg annexed to them, ſomething to 


men out at a dead liſt, ſomething to offer to 
God inſtead of a right behaviour and repen- 
tance and reformation of their evil Ways, 
and by which they are led to hope that they 
ſhall find acceptance W ith him, tha ow . 
: ve 


— 
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88 35 and it admits of 


and forgiveneſs but repentance and reforma- | / 
tion of mens evil ways. Whereas moſt other 
religions have ſome ind and favourable. — 5 

be 


126 1. Ne G af | 
have nothing perforally vatoable" it tha 


ſelves to recommend them. Mot orkler *. 
i T Vided = corel Hſe 


or loi rr! pre: 


2 — f, 4 ngs, 
| eh 7 BE 
and cer: or t or the e 
ings, or the baren of others, of Yorke!" 
thing which mens wealth or powet can ptö- 
cure for them to be the grounds of their we" 
ceptance with God, and of their 1 
the divine mercy. So that let men ld 
viciouſly as they pleaſe, and tho they: 80 Ott 
and perſiſt in their wicked courſes ; ' yet 71 
there is /0mething to fly to, fone 
render the practice of vie eaſy to them 4 
ITS 4 
Whereas the pt ry tran 
of any thing is kind, it has pt 
no ſich hp 's Foy finners, neither does 1 
afford any ſuch grounds of hopey and c 
to wicked nen. But on the contraty it” * 
quires and obliges men to become enn 
valuable in themſelves, to become 3 
and to be the objects of divine 1 
 gard; and it — erſenal valuable. 
neſs to be the only, fole gun Ot 
4 — wo And if men have"! 
behaved unworthily, then a 
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Jaſu bis afferiee. 
evil ways 10 be the anh, 8 4 5 
the divine mercy and fargiveneſa "This be. 

the caſe that men were already in 1 


N and canſe- 
3 in nos 40 be wondered at that the 
gaſpel of Chriſt made no ee 
than 2 088. ad 


mighe | 

yrs the thing, mas fuf- 
hcient to _ingraduce a great * 2 
Religion with many becomes b rditary, and 

like mens eftates deſcends from father to in 
and many men arg ſo tenacious of. 
opinions which they have received by, and 
— farefathers, (tha taken up upon 
very flight grownds;} that they ang nat cathy 
peevatied upon tu part with them. Conſtant 
pre: hows Ae, SO IP: 


education 


. True Gopelinf 


editions and preconceived opinions Mag en 
the — Fl of . in * — that moſt 
E follow ame go into b 
fame opinions, and rien adhere to the Jai 
religion which their parents and atdgeliory 
were of before them, without examining ide 
grounds upon which they proceeded. — 
they do examine, it is 2 7 a rs 
tially as to be of no effect to t 
one preſuming they are in the poſſe Yr of 
truth, antecedent to their inquiries" about it, 
Thus enerally the children of ſews ue 
Jews, the children of Ma tans are Ma. 
hometans, and the children of Chriſtians 
Chriſtians, each one abiding by that \religum 
he been educated in. The caſes the 
ſame with reſpect to the ſeveral de | 
tions among Chriſtians, the children of HN. 
piſts are generally , Papiſts, even tho'. they 
live in Proteſtant countries where, the f. 
fittions' and abſurdities of 'F have been 
very much expoſed; the children of Pro- 
ſtants are Proteflants ; and amongſt” theſe. 
the children generally embrace the Jan, be- 
nets, and join with the ſame dt their na 
did before them. And this was te 
much the caſe when the goſpel was kindly: 
offered to the world; mens prejudices ariſing 
from education and preconceived opinie 
ran welten as to nam 
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their conviction and converſation.” . 


This wWas 
the caſe pine #7 Fews ; they Nr not 


bear with an which ſeemed to leflen 
the value of that 2 2 which — 3 
received. from their anceſtors; 
diſpoſed them -violently to e the 2 So 


And this was the caſe alſo am a $qg Sat 


tiles; each ſet of people paid ſuch a 7 75 
regard to the religion they had been 
cated in, as not © 15 8 9 For 


attending to; but 15 Her ed them e | 


to oppoſe en — be offered a 


it; and N this introduced among 
the Gentilet gr ion to the goſpel of 
Chriſt. 8 that when this is taken into 


the caſe, it is not to be wondered at chat the 
goſpel made no Breater progreſs than it did. 
Again | 

Focurthly, thoſe 1 have BY Pee 
with, or who have taken upon them the 


care and government of civil ſocieties, have 
many of them by a ,/iretch of power "* 


vided and impoſed ; a religion upon 
people, and thereby have given them a rule 


of ation in religious matters to walk by, 


and appointed what ſhall be the grounds of 


their acceptance with God. This I call a 


ſtretch of power, becauſe the nature and ends 


of government do not authoriſe nor juſtify 


— in fo * For whatever right civil 


governors 


The Tris e 


28 have to 575 af * an 
Je he 7. 15 N 1 
A 1 Ry uf cir. people; becatiſe be"y 
thority an eter are found? agen 
ſo they are FEmited and 158 
grounds and reaſons, and by the 
rpoſes of civil affociation. And 0 th 
do not enter into civil ſocieties in” Kd 
in or ſecure to themſelves the fa 
od and the bappitch of another" wh 
but only to gain nde Krcurte ace und 
grneſs bere: ſo from hence, } 
ry 8 05 cummand and ge 
actions of men in mattets 
is not the province of the civil FA 
becauſe men do not entet into N 
to anſwer theſe purpoſes, and d 
Goa of God, and the happineſs of aft 
world (which is the buſineſs 'of i e 
ſecure) ſociety and government Can 
give, nor ſecure, nor take away. | 
is what I have elſewbere (* | 
- "ads to which 1s er Ag 
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anſwer that purpoſe : ſo this engaged 


bringing them over to Chriſtianity (which 


on; that is, men of ſelfiſh views have 
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— goſpel, did mam 


— 
them abound with Dd Gennable Ju 2 25 
and zdolatries, which of courſe 
of Chriſt muſt condemn, as it is Pon 


that none of thoſe ſalſe ways of recormmeh- 
ding men to God, would be ſufficient to 
the 
civil magiſtrates of thoſe times againſt Chri. 
ſtianity, and drew on the Profen of it 
the moſt heavy and bloody ions, 
which ſurely, was no ſmall check to the p!’ 
greſs of the goſpel. For tho' the ſufferings - 
of innocent perſons might awaken the . 
tion of ſome, and thereby be a meant ef 


gave occaſion for that proverb, n e 
blood of the Martyrs is the ſeed ofthe. 
Church): yet ſurely, it gave' a terrible fright 
to many others, and kept them at the greats 
eſt diſtance from it. And if we add 
to the former conſiderations, -it Will dot 
appear ſtrange, that the pole! made * 
greater progreſs than it did. 1 

Fifthly, religion bas always — a fre 
tion for men to build a profitable” trade 


it ſubſervient to the purpoſes of worldly 
power, wealth, and grandure to themſelves; 
and theſe I call the intereſted in religion 
This, I think, has been the caſe 2 


and _—_—_ 1 it is —ʃ— at 
this day. Religion is too often prinei , 
made dads the wealth, and ar | 
and grandure of thoſe who take upon them 
to have the direction and management there 
of. And tho the prefeſſed deſign of the in- 
tereſted in religion is to ſecure to others the 
favour of God, and their happineſs in ano- 
ther world: yet the real N and what 
Headi is their own power, 
ns veal, eee, other advantage which 
they can poſſibly gain, or ſecure to them- 
ſelves in this. And as the profitable trade 
which religion affords, is chiefly ſupported 
by the weakneſs; ignorance; and bigottry of 
the people: ſo the managers in matters of 
religion, do, many of them, take all poſſible 
care to keep them fo. And ageordingly'@ a 
padlock has been too often put upon the 
underſtandings of men, and it bas been 
deemed damnable for them to enquire any 
farther into matters of religion, than the 
intereſted in that ſcience ſhall pleaſe to di- 
rect or give leave. Ecclefiaſtical courts, and 
courts Inguiſition have been likewiſe ſet up, 
in order to ſtrike an awe upon the minds of 
the people, and to check and reſtrain all en- 
quiries into matters of religion; and to cor * 
rect and puniſh all thoſe who ſhall 
to deviate from that ſtandard of truth, 4 
K 


iir sere 


we 
R 


2 


and 


ſound — — — 
| or. we is in — 1 


work r hand w 
procure it: fo (as one good turm dene; 
another,) thoſe intruſted with civil power," 
have made uſe of that power £0 —_— 


Jen Chrif aſſerted 
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ches. And thus likewiſe (when the di- 
r c<Qors in matters of religion have thought 
ken tit neceflary for the ſupport of their power 
and intereſt, and have been pleaſed to call 
for it,) the civil magiſtrates have ſometimes 
nts uſed that power, which ought to have been 
goo' imployed in protecting and defending the 
people in the quiet and le enjoyment 
a Wl of their own, in providing faggot, and 
war: Wh 216bets, and other ſeverities, to co and 
Wa WHY puniſh all thoſe who ſhall dare to deviate 
nw WH of diſſent from that ſtandard of truth, which 


the help of 
fed upon 
oppoſition 


3s 


the managers of religion, by 
the civil magiſtrate, "Have: im 
them. So that of all the kinds 


E 
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| which have been at any time made te the 
wit r ming the world, that which Has come 
ar from the intereſted in religion, has always 
been the greateſt and frongeſt. And. 
und; This was the caſe at the fff publication 
n of the goſpel, the chief pries and others a- 
mat" Wy mong the Jews, who wert either intereſted 
tand in the thing, or igflrenceu by thoſe that 


d to 


wurcr, 
u and 
atters 


were, theſe 7nflamed the paſſions, and firred 
up the reſentment, not "only of the ignorant 
and bigotted multitude,” but alſd of the cis 
magiſtrates againſt our ſaviour; which ended 
in bloody and barbatous ſcene of His 
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naneſs of Chriſt's doctrine, nor the m 
K 2 cency 


crucifixion and death. And neither the 
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xk cency;:of his behaviour, nor the abundant 


goodneſs. and benevolence” of his actions, for 
yet the authority and power of his mirariki, 
were ſufficient to ſecure him from that 
and madneſs, which the intereſted in relig 
had ſtirred up againſt him. And as "the 


intereſted in religion made great oppolitng 
to the miniſtry of Chriſt: Þ they Hd the 
fame to that of his Apoſtles. Thus we real 
Als iv. 1, 2, 3. And as they (viz. Peter 
and John) ſpake unto the people, the Proeffs, 
and the captain of the temple, and the Sa- 
ducees came upon them, being grieved that ! 

taught the people, and preached through f 

the reſurrection from the dead. And\they laid 
hands on them, and put them in bold. Verks 
6, 7. And Annas the high-priefi, and Caia- 
pbas, and Jobn, and Alexander, and as nam 
as were of the kindred of the bigbprigt 
were gathered together at Feruſalem. u 
when they had ſet them in the midſt, "tht 
aft, by what power, or by what - mam, 
have ye done this. Chap. v. 17, 18. The 
the high-prieſt roſe up, and all that were witt 
bim, (which is the ſect of the Sadducees ] un 
were filled with indignation, and laid-ther 
hands on the Apoſtles, and put them il the 
common priſon, And, as the intereſted in 
religion among the Jews, made great" op- 
poſition to the goſpel of Chriſt: ſo the cal 
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Feſus Chri _ afſerted. 


was the ſame among the Gentiles, retigion . 
being made ſubſervient to world! . F purpoles, 
as well among the latter, as the former. 


Thus we read. As xix. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 


28. And the ſame time there aroſe no ſmall 


fiir about that way, for a certain man 2 


Demetrius, 4 filver-ſmith, which made filver 


ſhrines for Dj ana, brought no ſmall gain to 


the craftſmen, whom he called together with 
the workmen of like occupation,” a nd ſaid Sirs, 
1 know that by this craft we have our wealth, 
Moreover "re ſee and hear, that not only at 
Epheſus, 2 almoſt throughout all Afia, t hir 
Faul hath per ſiwaded Fi turned away much 
prople, ſayi ng, they be no gods which are made 
with bands. * So that not only this our craft 
is in danger to be ſet at nought : but alſa that 
o in of 115 great g Diana ſhould 
e and her magnifience ſhould be de- 
nl whom all Afia and the world wor- 
ſhip, "And when Fr had heard. theſe ſay- 
ings, they were full of wrath, and cryed dur, 
ſaying, great is Diana of t the Epbefians. 
So that when we conſider what great op- 
poſition was made to Chriſtianity, by thoſe 


who were intereſted in the ſeveral religions 


which then took place in the world, it is 
no way ſurpriſin hat the goſpel WW no 
greater 2 a it did. 


K 3 Sixthly 
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Sixthly and laſtly, the goſpel itſelf ver) 
ſoon RA ſe corru Wa nd” awd, ha 
being many abſurd doctrines and ſuperſirtions 
practices annexed to, and blended wich it 
and theſe were dignified with that ſpeciaug 
title the Goſpel of Chriſt, And in partie 
cular Chriſtianity became * in that 
grand principle of all true religion whe- 
ther natural or revealed, viz. the Unity 


of 
Ged; and this, not only became a bar to 
mens receiving it, but it gave occaſion for 


that great defettion from it which has ſo far, 
and ſo long prevailed in the world, com- 
monly called Mabometaniſm. The pro- 


feſſors of Chriſtianity likewiſe degenerated 


from that plainneſi and fimplicity, that honeſty 
and integrity, and from. that ſpirit of fove 
and benevolence by which they were to be 
known, and by which Chriſtianity was to be 
recommended to the world; and became 4 
fuming and domineering, contentious and quar- 
leſom, ſelfiſh and avaritious, and every evil 
work prevailed amongſt them. In ſhort, 
the religion of Chriſt, or rather the religion 
which was called after his name became 
like the reſt of the religions which. took 
place in the world; that is, it conſiſted . 
ther in externals, and in ſbew and appears 
ance, than in an internal principle which 
rightly directs and governs the e 
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and actions of men: and the profeſſars. 
were in the 
Chriſtianity 
to the ſenſible and more di part- of. 
mankind ;' and this tended to check and. 
hinder the progreſs of it. 

Thus 1 have. put together the feveral 
things which ſtood in the way of the goſpel, 
to prevent its ſucceeding in the world; and 
if we conſider the caſe in this view, I think 
it will not appear ſtrange, . it made no 
oy ee _w it are 
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general. Iile other people. So that 
had little left to recommend it 
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1 HAVE in the preceding ſection ſhe wel 


ion of it, yet notwithſtanding, it has not 
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how it came to paſs, that the goſpel of 
Chriſt when it was firſt preached did not 
univerſally prevail: I now proceed to enquire 
how it comes to paſs, that with reſpect to 
thoſe who do receive it and make a pro 


nerally had its proper effect and influence 
upon their minds and lives. And in order to 
do this I cave to repeat what I hate 
already obſerved, viz. that the goſpel of 


_ Chriſt is an addreſs to men as free beings, 


by recommending to their moſt ſerious: con- 
ſideration certain doctrinal propoſitions taken 
from the conſideration of a Deity, the ſum 
of which is contained in the following par- 
ticulars. Fin, that nothing but a confor- 
mity of mind and life to that eternal and 
unalterable rule of action which is founded 

| n 
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in the” Waſhoe Fan will wade men 


e and acceptable to God. Secondly 
that nothing but repentance and reformation 


of mens evil ways, will recommend ſinners 


to the divine mercy. ' Thirdly, that God has 
appointed a time in which he will judge the 
world in righteouſnefs, and that he will 
approve, or condemn, reward, or puniſh 
every man according as he has, or has not 
conformed his affections and actions to that 
righteous rule before-mentioned, and according 
as he has, or has not repented and amended _ 
his evil ways. And as theſe propoſitions when 
believed, and ſeriouſly regarded, are excel- 
lently ſuited to reform the world, and right- 
ly to ; dire and govern the minds and Lives 


of men, by being a proper ground or rea- 


ſon of Scion to them: ſo whatever doctrines 


or practices have taken place among Chri- 
ſtians, which either immediately or mediate- 
ly tend to weaken, or take off the perſwaſive 
— of opoſitions, ſuch doctrines 
and practices do manifeſtly tend to per vert 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and more of leſs to ren- 
der it unſucceſsful upon the minds and lives 
of men. What thoſe | dofrines and practices 
are, I come now more particularly to conſi- 
der, tho' I ſhall not take notice of all, but 
only of ſuch as. e and eminently do 
lo. And 

Firſt, 
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| believe that men are rendered acceptable-to 
God, and that ſinners are recommended 40 


The True Gyfpel: of 


ouſneſe, the meritorious ſufferings, and the, 
prevailing interceſſion of Chriſt being either; 
ſeparately, or conjunctly the 2 of mens 
acceptance with God, and of ſinners obtain 
ing divine metcy, theſe doctrines do natu- 
rally tend to weaken and take off the perſwan 
five influence of the goſpel, and to render it 
of none eſfact; as by them is pointed out to 
men another way to God's favour and 
and another way to life eternal than the 
pel has pointed out unto them; and conſe- 
uently, the aforeſaid doQtrines render the 
octrine of the goſpel an uſeleſs and an inſig 
nificant thing. I put theſe; three doctrines 
together, becauſe they the goſpel. « 
Chriſt the ſame way. I ſay pervert the goſ 
pel. For if perſons can be prevailed upon 40 


the divine mercy, not on the account of theis 
being in themſelves the ſuitable and prapes 
objects of either; but only on the account ai 
the right behaviour, the ſufferings, and the 
interceſſion of Chriſt, whether it be by ei- 
ther, or all of theſe (though one would 
think that if one of theſe did the work, new 
ther of the other #200 would be neceſſary) 
then the conſequence is clear, that to perſam 
ſo perſwaded these cannot appear any _ 
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els Chriſt emed 


fity for them to become perſanally valuable in 


themſelves by a right behaviour and by 
repentance and reformation of their evil 
ways, becauſe if men are rendered * 
able to God, and are recommended to his 
merey by the farmer, then the latter cannot 
be neceilary to that end, and then the re- 
commending of, or inſiſting upon the latter 
to perſons thus perſwaded can have little or 
no ect upon their minds or lives, becauſe 
the force of the argument is taken away, 
and thus the perſwaſive influence of the 
goſpel is weakened if nat deſtroyed thereby. 
And, 1 a n eee OO OE RR oe 
This is very conſiſtently acknowledged 
by the Antinomians, who profeſſediy main» 
tain not only that the righteouſneſa, the 
ſufferings, and the interceſſion of Chriſt are 
the ſole grounds of the divine favour and 
mercy to men; and that their own, right 
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behaviour, and their repentance and refor- 


mation are not neceſſary, nor any way ſub- 
ſervient to that end: but alſo that it men 


hope or expect to obtain the divine favour 


2 mercy on the r =" 
good works, or repentance, 18 0484 
road to dgſtruction, as ſuch hope and ex- 
pectation. leſſens, or takes off the merit of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, hie ſufferipgs and 
intrcſion 3 and likewiſe the Heut of the 
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— 
divine mercy and grace to mankind. And 
that the aforeſaid doctrines have not on! 
ſuch a fendency, but alſo have, and % 


falt weaken, or take off the petſwaſiye in- 


Auence of the forementioned propoſitions 
which contain the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
I dare appeal to the experience of the pre- 


ſent and paſt ages, as evincing the truth of 


it; there having been, and till being mul- 
titudes of perſons profeſſing - Chriſtianity, 
who indulge themſelves. in a vicious courſe 


of life, and yet hope, and truſt, and re 
upon Chrift, 5 hy call it,) for 1 


the minds and lives of men. And thus wy 


to the laſt, And tho' they have nothing 
perſonally valuable in themſelves to recom- 
mend them, and tho' they are the ſuit 


able and proper objects of the divine diflike 
and reſentment ; yet as they have been taught | 


that the true grounds of the divine favour 
and mercy to men, are the righteouſnel, 
and fufferings, and the interceſſion of Chniſt; 
ſo uy preſume with great confidence that 
through eſs they ſhall be Javed, dan which 
ſurely nothing can be more abſurd.” | Thus 
the forementioned doctrines do naturally 
tend to pervert the goſpel of Chriſt, and to 
render it an uſeleſs thing; as they tend o 
weaken, and take off that perſwaſive ip- 
fluence which otherwiſe it might have upon 


readers 


Tyr Crip f. 


where the goſpel has been received and pro- 
fefſed, it has not generally had its intended 
effect. nne atme: 


0 


_— 


This zh, in, ar , eie e, 


conſideration of all thoſe who are by pro- 
feſſion preachers of 'Chrift and his geſpel; 
becauſe the work which they are engaged 
in, is not a trifling affair, but is of the 14 
importance to mankind. Chriſtian Mini- 
ſters are to repreſent to the people the true 


grounds of the divine favour and forgiveneſs, 


and the frue and only: way to life eternal; 


it therefore moſt certainly behoves them to 
great heed to their miniſtry rightly to 


take 
fulfil it. For whoever points out to men 
another way to God's favour and eternal 
life, than Chriſt hath pointed out; ſuch an 


one preaches another , goſpel, he is a decerver 


in points of the . greateſt importance (whe- 
ther he intends it not), he is an Antichrift, 
and a betrayer of mens ſouls. And as the 
doctrines I have now been conſidering, - viz. 
the imputed righteouſneſs, the ' meritorious 


ſufferings, and the (prevailing interceſſion f 


Chriſt are repreſented to be, what they 


really are not, viz. the true grounds of the 


divine fayour to men, and of the divine 


mercy to ſinners: ſo to repreſent them 4 


ſuch, and to teach men ſo, is in truth to 
| ale preach 


The Tue Gjpel "of "6 
preach another goſpel than Chriſt bath preach« 
ed, and to point out to men another way tu 
God's favour and life eternal than Chriſt bath 
pointed out unto them. I have alteady ſhewty 
what are the true-and only of ours 
ceptance with God, and what are the true and 
only grounds of the divine _ 3 for- 
giveneſs to ſinners, vig. our veg Hong 
upon- by the goſpel, to become. the ſuitable 
and . objects of it, by a right behs- 
viour, and by repentance and prong” - 
our evil ways: this is what the 
Chriſt declares, and this is what 9 
of things require, and were God to act upon 
any other principles, that is, were he to 
be pleaſed with men, or ſhew metcy to ay 
ners upon any other grounds, this would 
be running cr to nature, and acting 
from unwortby motives, and con A, 
would be a manifeſt moral imperfection. in 
him. 
\ I am ſenſible, that the — 
doctrines are fd in be contained in tha 
writings of the Apeſiles, and more ef 
that doctrine of he meritorious — 
Chriſt being the ground of God's ſhewing 
mercy to ſinners; but this is not to be ad- 
mitted, The Apoſtles had a great regard 
to their countrymen the Jews, which dif" 
poſed. them to. ſtudy and make uſe 4 
c c 
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vue. Chrift aferte 


ways/ they could ee bring them over to 


Mes e 
a/imilate the goſpel to it, that 

be rendered more accept- 
ah to hols Jews. 


And as the 
conformity to the uſuge of thoſe ea 


— to 


(in 
coun- 
tries), ſometimes delivered themſelves in high 


borro thoſe es from the ati ue 
ations which bens — * dif- 
penſation of Moſes, Figurative 
call them, becauſe in truth they were no 
other. Thus we 2 ll 
And Aaron (and conſequentiy the h 
bes which ſucceeded in after times), l 


And as the eus paid A N 


and hfty figures of ſpeech: fo they ſometimes 


actions 1 


147 


both OP upon the bead of the live 


d confeſs over him all the iniquities 


Tb the children of Iſrael, and all tbeir tranſ- 
greſions in all their ſins, putting them 


upon 
the head of the goat, and ſhall ſend him away 


by the band of a fit man into tht wilgerneſs: 


and the goat ſhall bear upon him all their 
iniguities into à land not inhabited, and be 
hall let go the goat in the wilderneſs. Theſe 


I fay were figurative actiom, becauſe if we. 


underſtand them literally, they are very ab- 
lurd, ſeeing the ut of the people were not 


capable of being called together, and then 
carried in this manner, For it is not 


2 N to 
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to be ſuppoſed, that Auron went over. the. 


camp, or that the high. prizfts. him 
went over the nation of Ifael, and b a 
kind of ſuction drew all the fins of the 
people into their own breaſts, and then r=" 
ed them out again upon the bead of th 
goat, or that they gathered together. the 
fins of the people, and bound them in buns 
ales, and laid them on the head of the 
goat, to be carried into the wilderneſs, ther 
to be loſt; like as tradeſmen bind their 


wares in bundles, and lay them on horſes, 
to be, carried away to market. Theſe 1 
ſay are abſurd ſuppoſitions, and therefore, 


the actions here referred to, muſt be conſt 
dered as figurative actions. And as the | ex» 
preſſions in the writings, of the Apoſtles 
which relate to the preſent queſtion, wee 
many of them taken from ſuch figuratin 
actions as took place among the Jews; % 
thoſe expreſſions are plainly figures of ſpeech, 
and ought thus to be underitood, for We 
ſome of them to be taken in a eral ſenle; 
they would not be reconcileable to truth-nar. 
common ſenſe, as might eaſily be made ig. 
pear, but that is beſide , my. Preſent pur: 
pole. by K 87 1 3 * 
Beſides, as the expreſſions referred to. are 
moſtly contained in the uritings of St Aufs, 
ſo were I to riß the whole upon His at- 
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che ER to 


ſhould take u In. No the 
eſtion is, : wherein lies the impgſibi 
e blood: of bull and 


the blood of thoſe creatures ſhould do it? 
And the anſwer is manifeſt, vis. that it is 
impoſſibility in nature for the blood, that is, 
the ſhedding the blood of | bulls and goats 
to render a ſinner 4% a” inner, or | leſs the 


objef# of Gods difpleafure than he was be- 


fore; and conſequently, it is impoſſible that 
the blood of bulls and goats ſhould-'take 
away fin. The caſe is exactly the ſame with 
reſpect to the blood, that is, the ſhedding 
the blood of Chriſt, or any other blood 
whatever, it being as much an impoſſibility 
in nature ſor the blood of Chriſt to render 
a ſinner Js. a finner, or ſs the object of 


him to be the author of 
o #he Hebrews, I ſhould: even 
then galn my point, Thus, Heb. x. 4. Fn 
it is not piii thut the bind f bulls and goats 


proper 
2 
gauts taking away . 


fn? or how comes it to be impoſſible that 


God's diſpleaſure, as it is that the blood of 


bulls and goats ſhould do it; and conſe- 
quently it is as much impoſſible that the 
blood of Chriſt, as it is that the blood of 
bulls and ſhould take away fin. But 
this is too plain to be inſiſted on any farther, 


* Poſlibly 


250 


7 


fibility in narurt by his 


gt Paul meant by paying 
ment to the ſabriface! bf 484 
doth; and by giving it ſo great A preferaiis 
td the ſacrifices wich were th 
flaw? if it did not licefhlly cake” away fin, 
if gt Paul did not underſtand that 0 


preſent the blood of Chriſt as taking 4 


» Poflibly it may bert & oatleed, hn 
fs great ook 
Chrift's dhatb ad . 


inted by tht 


cat. To which it may be/knſwered 
that whitever the ( Apoſtle intended there: 
by it is evident he could not intend to 


* 


fin in a litrral ſenſe, that being an % 
is ven wn 
ment, as in the caſe of the blood of. bail 
and goats; and therefore he muſt mean that 
the blood of Chriſt takes away fin, dot n 
4 lireral, but in a ru or fitur ative fen, 
as it affords a proper argument to wetk 
1 ſintiers to repent dud amend th 
ways, and thereby to render themſelves the 
objets of God's mercy. Beſides the 
Apoſtie not only aſcribes''to the blugg*o 
Chriſt- the ah awny ; but ron” 
reforming the inner, or the ing 
ade. Role dead Worts 5 Tm the 
(i] See my Diſcaurſe entitled the Equity and Reaſonbible- 
neſs of the Divine in pardonjng-ſinffers 
repeats e, Or ooo $i parks ft 
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living God.” Thus Heb ie. 14, Hei duet 


more ſhall the blood” of Chrift, which 'througt 


4% God, "purge your © canſezences from." dead 
works to {er the Hei 25 Fate we ce 
the Apoſfle conſiders the blood of Chriſt as 
reforming the minds and lives of men, by 
purging their conſciences from dead worky 
to ſerve the living God; whereas this is . 
poſſible when 2 in a literal fene, jad 
therefore St Paul muſt be underſtood” in 
moral or n ſenſe, as the  ſheddi 
the blood of” 


amend their ways, and ſo to purge” their 
conſciences from dead works to ſerue the Iiv- 
ing Gad. This is what a man of the Apo- 
ſtle's attention and diſcernment could not bg 


know; and therefore, when he aſcribes Pur. 


ping the conſcie oe from dead works to th 
ſ 


he 8 thereby 


F Chriſt affords, a proper arg 
ment to work upon men to repent and 


> | OS ; We | | | | MX 


thereby to lead them to repentance and gg. .; 
formation, by which they the pro: be 
per objects of God's mercy... And, as it, W 
in this ſenſe, and in this ſenſe only, that BW in 

the blood of Chriſt, can be ſaid to take 8 


away, ſin, or to purge the conſcience from 
dead works to ſerve the living God fo. 
Apoſtle could not intend to reprelent 


blood of Chriſt as taking away ſin in 2 — 
literal, but only in a moral or gute only 
ſenſe, as I obſeryed above. the 
1 am likewiſe ſenſible i. is pretenqe fore 
that God could not pardon . fin, till % WI ;. w. 
faction was made to his juſtice for tranigrel: not! 
fions; and that Chriſt by his . death; made had 
fuch ſatisfa#tion; and conſequently, that hn WI for, 
meritorious ſufferings, were the grouna,or WW 7, 
reaſon of God's ſhewing mercy . to. fanner, upon 
Upon which I obſerye, that the ſufferings preſe 
of the innocent, could not poſſibly be a , » of 


faction to juſtice for the faults of the guilty; 
becauſe, as far as juſtice comes... 1nta. the 
caſe it requires, that in the ſabec in which 
the fault is, in that ſame ſubject ther 
niſhment ſhould be alſo; and the contra 
to this is manifeſtly znjuſt, 80 that if Gol 
had puniſhed the innocent for the faults ol the 
guilty, and had let the guilty. go. free, ;n 
would have been ſo far from ſetting): 
matter right in point of juſtice and rh 
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that it. would have been quite the 


ties; ur. by punithing* where 
ment was not due, and by 


kae 
ing to where it was- 8 

ſurely cannot be doing or ing juſt, 

but the as I have elſe 0 ( 


more fully ſhewn. However, this was not 


the caſe, 'becauſe Chriſt did not fall a 
fice to the reſentment and juſtice of Gad, but 
only to the un wrath and malice of 
the wicked eus and Romans: And theres 


fore, though” — — (ſuppoſing 


that God could 
not pardon fan, till 1 had been 
made to — tranſgreſſors,) may 
afford a ſtrong atgument for a popiſb purga. 
ory (but not for the profitable trade founded 


upon it) j . I 
preſent 303 #1196 
ſenſible, it is 


it were” well 


Jam al » that 
God could not, conſiſtent with the end» 
of government ſinners, without ſbew- 
ng is ike off and that God's diſlike 

ſin, was ſnewed by the fiaferings and 
death of Chriſt; and cohſequently, his fut+ 
ferings were che grund or een 


i424 * 
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it is doing or 'a&ting- umzaſtly by dec ker 
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* the 0 ſinnert. U which l 
— 1 ont ſos 
one or more of the ug of our ſpecies,; and 
had laid ſome heavy ufflichions upon them 
ah had dene it ini ſuch a Way as chat it 


id plainly! to all to be hi Band, in 
4 it was laid upon them as a 


for their fins ; then, there would haut bern 
„ betaus 
wert 


ſome 1 for this ar 
then, it would have that they 
puniſhed by God on the account of. theie jan; 
and conſequentiy, they would have ben 
ſtanding . Gat's diflike | uf .yfmi 
But when the 0 2 aid! tüm 
the moſt- (heavy affine; Jarid chem thoſe 
aſſtictions were laid! upon him, nit bythe 
hand of God, but by ide e Jolly 
Romans, and that too, not Tor gs, ng 
done evil, but good, which 5 pteient 
caſt; . His farely: could not peifplg ufer 
God's diſlike of an. And, 1 n 1 may 
ſay; ht if there be ſuch a:thj ing as petit 
ing loch inurrdy in error, it muſt 2 in the 
| preſent" cafe becauſe: I think there is nt 
any thing which has the fave'!of an 
— x can be offered m ee 
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h 1 el or way in which the gof- 
me — and rendered "whip 
wlll essfal; has" bu ceo wen of 'meps ring 
my tendered Wy ble te * : 
ta and — do- 


ſuitable ad 


: brought — 
2 the conſequepee 


e r a right 
pentance and teformation of en & 


e pr hs 
8 nh 5 | 


Irrer as 


04! lt "I their Warts : 
md action hade been Be hat Wr hi Shed of - 
"2 Chriſtia- 


Fray 2 


— to be —— — 
2 os nr they fi dE 
Cordingly the vicious actions are 
overlooked, i, by perſons of this pri 
Whiles an eon, or even the ici 


Aan en 


22 55 and govern.the N 16 
tions of men, * — faith ot ſuch 


2 8. en is . N * highly ol in 
the Rx — 


„ 
T3 


| (let hol propoſtios be — they will 
and Wen ie n 
r liyes of men, 
and in that caſe, faith is ſo fat m 
being a bengſt to them, that on the con- 


trary it too often proves a. ſnare, as it dende 


waſion of their 


men into a groundleſs 
5 i 20, out ; favour, whillt 
they are t itable and improper:objeds 
of it. Thus the forementioned..dodirine 
8 tends to pervert the 2 
y weakening and and taking » 
That. Feen ** hich, e 
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it "might: 


 Fefur\ Chriſt aſſerted. 
have upon mens minds and lives. 
And thus my readet will farther ſee how it 
comes to Paſs, that where the goſpel has 


andy; 4: > 


lere — fri to abGrrbgcinhin 4 | 
wide difference there is betwixt the ſayings 


and declarations af | Chriſt,” and the ſayings 


call themſelves after his name, touching this 
matter. 
into life, keep ube commandments; — keep- 

tbe commandments, according to his 
own explanation, is to love the Lord our 


and declarationr of ſome of thoſe men wo 
Our Lord faith, F chan ut enter 


n n 


Gols r eee 


ſtrength, and our neighbour as our ſelves); 


this d and tba fhalt live. Theſe are the 
words and declarations of Cbriſt, whereas 
ſome... of thoſe ho call themſelves: his fol- 


lowers, ſay, and declare otherways: They 
lay, Wheſoever will be Il things 
it is neceſſary that be the cathotick ok faith, 


which faith except every one do deep whole and 
. ſhall” periſh \ever= 
| And tbe cathalick — this, 

| / and — 


—— 
to heaven which Chriſt pointed ue 48 
| 5 1 neighbour, #his' 
do (faith he) and thou ſhalt W 
the way to ie which owe eee 
ointed out, is thro" a dark: mas of 
| 1 and myſterious propoſitions; 
or aſſenting e e 
ground of God's favour. But 'this- I' thinks 
the big pitch of „ 40 RW 
oppoſing Chrijt in the moſt Er 
all, and tends to di, e 
the very end and purpoſe © 
— to be a ſaſe guide to lie 
by pointing out to men; . 
leads hither,” For, if men are eaugt ! 
believe, that che great and main thing Wt 
are to be concerned about, with reſpect 
the faving of «heir ſouls, is not the ri 


—— negligent 
— dedaied. to 'be che conditions'ef 
God's favour,” and the true way to 


nal, and thereby the great end and purpoſs 
of his coming — — % 


Beſides p the 
Rimage rm nerve. co 
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ri offered. | 

are ; Contr ddedory;,oamd many af them are 
what the /ainat tam of men is not he lait 
concerned wich. Thus che crred begins 
And the cabbolici faith ts: #645, 7hat.: we mor- 
nite endanger, S 

et) the. perſina, nor 

the, Lorne 2 em tion - think : 4s 
uninttlligible,: or at lea ſt exceeding -diffiewit:t0 
be underſtood : becanſe it is: toxoriceive 
what ideas are intended to be conveyed by 
thoſe words. And. that fone; theſe wo 
poßtions are c to cach other, 
moſt evident. Fer, if there be one: 
5 the faber, another: of the . a 
the hey ge, and if — 


ano- 


them einmal, as hr 
there are an he abi: — 
three evernunds: ; chat ip, chere DEED 
nal Jrijans, or Ilrue prrfors 'who-are each 
and everyone of them aternal: and yet, in 

direct oontradlictian, the ame creed ami - 
eth, that bene ute not three 


ccerual. A m bf : 
berd referred tai anc duch, — 
r For, 


tut one 8 


„ 
1 6 
WT 
Lo 
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hath pointed out, are not only appoin 


—— 


ted, and but one uncteated';" 
to do wich the aui of — icind); 
ſurely, no more than the fablesof . 

perhaps not ſo 9 ib 
may afford ſuch moral indira@tions, aww 
attended to, may male the. 
better . the p 
conſideration, ſerve ofly to per ples 


ions not undd 
and eon 


found mens minds, and to furniſſi out mate. 


ticks and unblivrs hero 

oppoſe the Chriftian religion! 70-07 N } 
This therefore, is à moſt melancholy con. 
fiderazion; that Chriſt ſhould be thus 0 
ſed in a point which affects, and 1 
ori 1 . —— 


rials for 


ng; 
foreſaid declarations which poi 
another way to life — ric hay Eh 


be read in our religious aſſemblies but z 
that they might be recommended ith 
greater folrmnity, and might make the 
imp on the minds of the people 
are to be read on certain days which 
— vr a= wrt upon them, el 
as Cbriſimui- day, Eafter-day,” 4, 
and the like. n I ay, 2 
confiderationr, that ſuch*: declarations "{hbal 
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Fefus Chriſt afferted. 


ut manifeſtly tend to miſiead the people in 
of the importance to — 
and this I think, is worthy: the 2 deep 
tion of thoſe clergymen who are 
in the reading aforeſaid declarations. 
For if they 2 it merely in compliance 
with the law. of the ate, or to avoid be- 
ing harraſſed in our piritual courts," even 
then I think, the! they can do as Chri- 
ſian miniſters, in juſtice to their maſler and 
to the of men; is at the time to re- 
mind the people that theſe are not the words 
nor declarations of Cbriſt, but only the words 


of men. called after his name, and to caution 


the people not to be miſled thereby. When 
King Charles the firſt's. order came forth, 
which encouraged and authoriſed the people 
to exerciſe /ports and paſtime upon the Lord a. 
day, and the clergy were at) to read that 
order in their reſpective pariſh churches, on 
pain of excluſion from als benefices, 5 
curate of, St Thomas's pariſh in Saliſbury (as 

I have been informed) read the King's or 

as aforeſaid, and likewiſe at the ſame — 
reminded the people, that this was only 
law or order of man, and next he 
fourth commandment, and told them that was 
the law or order Gad; and then, leſt it to 
their choice, which they would regard God, 
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de read, in pur religious e which 


| onr'(lergy read that &&4 to their: people, 1 
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or the King. In like manner, when any 
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Which che following declarations are 
tained, wiz. V. will be ſaved, befor 
all things it is neceſſary" that be Bold be b 
tholick faith, which faith except pt every on 

heep whole! and 42 effled, Toit haut donbt 
in. He there 


2 think 9 of i 
trinity. Furthermore it Y neceſſtry' th 
lating ſaluation, that be believe Ne mY 


incarnation of our Lord Yefus 3 
This'is the catholick faith, u Bich 4 7 4 77 
believe farthfully n ved. 1 
that as in theſe declarations, there is poli 
out to men another way to life eternal * 
what Chriſt hath pointed out unto ther 
ſo in common fuſfice, the reader oughit all 
2 — the words and declarations of C 
i 2 3 6 to 1 
le t theſe, and only theſe 
. jel 
words of men who call themſelves 3 
lowers; and then, leave it to 2 
choice, Which of theſe —— * will take 
their guide, in nl ati” 
Again. * 8 important 2 4x0 1 
Thirdly, dle ren other doct 
advanced and entertained among Chit 
which tend to ſubvert the goſpel of 
2 


8 888 8 TTS 8 


eie ae 
another way, vis. ſuck as that God has 
from his ſowereign pleaſute and by an ir- 
reverſible detec fixed: the ſinai condition of 
every,| man, cbnſidendd. abſtractedly from, 
and ind t of a man's good or bud 
behaviour, which might be the ground ar 

Kaba of fiich/.derenmination. - This. doo- 

mY and doctrines near of kin to it, have 
prevailed among Chriſtians, by which. the 
perſwaſive infludnce of the goſpel has ;boon 
weakened and deſiroyed.' For, as the 
of the goſpel is founded upon. _ p___ 
tion, vis. that mens future 
ringe is left to every ones 
pends upon their preſent — hep 
that it is in man's ——— 
well, or ill: if men can bring themfelves 
to think that this is wor The ce, and that 
their future lore is fixed by dn znalterable 
decree, groanded merely on ſoueruig erg 
then all care and regard fot themſelves mutt 
of coutſe be ſtit aſide ; becanſe it is vain 
and uſeleſs; and tm ſequentiy, the doctrines 
of the goſpel dan dia perſwaſive inſiu - 
ence: their mimds and lives. And from 
hence my roader amillalfd farther ſee how it 
comes to pads," that here the goſpel has 
been recove , 2 it * i 


of: Ys EW 
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 Fourthly; vin kind been aw 
W among Chriſtians, which tend): 
ſabvert the goſpel in a. way different "Rom 
the former, vir. ſuch, as that our ſpecies 
are brought under à kind of fatality, "= 
puts it out of their power to dv grad, alld 
neceſſarily or at leaſt unavoidably (which 
think comes to the fame) determines them 
to do evil. And, that this unhappy ſtate , 
mankind, which ſubjects them to the di 
pleaſure of God, and to the miſeries of anv- 
ther world, is owing to the 'of 
our firſt parents; or to the operation of m 
foreign agent acting upon us; tho! it is ſomes 
times aſcribed to one of theſe cauſes, ' 
8 and ſometimes to both; 
This, and ſuch like doctrines have, and d 
ſill prevail among Chriſtians, | by which the 

waſive influence of the goſpel has been 
oſt upon them. For, if men can be 
e e upon to think that their actions 
not in their own" power, and that 


they do is unaverdable ; then — 
not juſtly blame t -for any * 
they do, how vile ſoever their bi 


may be: ſo they have no 
ſon to hearken or attend to 
counſel which may be offered to 
And, as the doctrine of M ey does 


operate upon men by wa 
* . | | ; 2 


Jules Chriſt Acre 


doctrine rendets all ere 
courſe it rendets the goſpel of Chriſta 
leſs ching, as it takes away that perf | 
influence, which otherwiſe! it might have 
upon the minds and lives of men. And 
from hence my reader may likewiſe farther 
ſee how eit ne to paſs, that where the 

goſpel has been received, it has not generally 
Fad its effect. 


nions 
tho' they do not quite deſtroy, yet they very 
much nnd to weaken the 

ence of the goſpel, by engaging mens reat- 
eſt attention #0, and regard for other — 
which are put in competition with it, and 
preferred before it. Thus, the ſetting too 
great a value upon, and paying too — A 
regard to rates and cere manies and: 
fitutions, by giving them the: — 
moral duties, is highly injumous to the 
of Chriſt. For, if men, e once perl! 
S deebaaden) on, and a warm 


zcal for ceremonies and poſitive inſtitutions, 


vice). is: more valuable in itſelf, and more 
acceptable to God, than a conſormity of 


* e eee 


ria iir Fina ns 


courſe 


proper Again. 4 11 Fer 
Fifthly, thete have eewite other opi- 
prevailed among Chriſtians, which 


influ⸗ 


(which is conſiſtent wich the practice of 


mind and life to that rule of action Which 


14 


only by moral ſwaGion, and, as the aforeſaid 


e Trae Copel 
courſe their obligation to, and regard for the 
latter, becomes ſo much the-weeker z ray 


golpel, is in pro 
Alas! KW 2 — 


Rill-done to — or FEET: 
fouls of men by this means, is i 

This is moſt +vifible in countries, 
where mens attendance on, veal far, und 
truſt in theſe is carried to its utmoſt Heightz 


where this 


tiny or — aadury 46 — live al 
their days lazily and idlely upon the labou 
of others, without bearing the leaſt ſhat af 
the common burthen, or contributing the 
leaſt mite to the common good, having 0. 
thing perſonally valuable in themſelves tu. 
commend them, but many of them mud 
the contrary, and yet think themſelves ſe 
cure of God's favour, on the merit of a Hur 
fore, a hemp girdle, or whatever is the-. 
ſtonguifhing character of their order and 
ſpending ſome of their time in meditation 
and devotion. And tho the: falle 
12 J have now under confidertion 
moſt groſaly appeared in Popyſb>-coun- 
1 * it has. * to ack ig pan 
* among 


a Gilt affera. 
being  abungance, 


a a ge little. elis. to _— 


2 
inſtitutions, 


d theit dates an an, for 7 
1 or ch. But what is a matter 
concern, at; preſent | is chat this . Papi/h, doc- 


trine, as it May well be fare, becauſe is 
ſerves to anſwer, Papuſh ſnhould now 


of our, preachers." of Chriſt and his golpel, 
ſhould become public aduocates in its de- 
fence ; this is a melancholy. conſidexation· 
And, from what I have obſerved, my reader 
will alſo farther ſee how/.Jit comes 4 paſs, 
that the goſpel where; it has been 
and profeſſed, has pot generally Walen en 
per effect. Again. 5 10 
Sixthly, another thing | which bas 4 
highly injurious to 1 —— goſpel. of Chriſty 
was that great Iiberulity MS took. place 
in the early times of Chriſtianity, by whack 
men gave their goods both movable and 
immovable to the church, that is, to, Chr 
ſtian ſocieties. And the, this at firſt wes 
kindly. intended to anſwer the — hr 
Chriſtian e yet after warde it was 
miſapplied, to the projudzce' of the Sl. 
For, - wherever property; takes place, 
will j it in OY and ane ae. 


ducing 


be contended for among 53 00 Abs ſome 


* 


en among Chriftians,' by which ieh 


doing of re wi; n Ta Chiiſtith * 
a len for partze "and ee 


attention and regard was taken off from the gs 
doctrines of the goſpel, and applied to other by 
things,” which wete” not ſubſervient to _the WM . 
ſaving, but rather to the deſtroying of — i. 
ſouls. When property and power took place 5 
in e ſocieties, 4. 14 was 75 
thing which crafty ſelfiſn eſigning m 
| Banat worth contending for; ald 85 5 4 
ingly as the event E bones of conten- Ch 
tion were introduced, a nd 1 wrath it f 
and tumults, _ and pe wee NOM ano- Fig 
ther, and every evil wor 1 work $0 
upon it; ſo > klar the doctrine of the gaſp! viſt 
had little or no influence upon their ae d 
or lives. © ws. 
© Beſides, as the main deſign of a Chi | bo col 
miniſtry, was to awaken and kee | wilt 
——— the people, ſuch an ae WS 
of t eden the 1, as might | 
diſpoſe and enga * em boo frame 55 * 
ion their ings and ls according men 
it: ſo the introducing property and pe A be 
into Chriſtian ſoeieties, in a 9 meaſur Nati 
fruſt#ated that good deſign, by intradugin * 


with it a miniſtry among g Cheiſtians uni 
in that reſpect, has dern, S £9) dhe tn 
e countries inte the age) in rear mes part 

"(ure 


Sta (CP ar 


fore uſeleſs. | When- thoſe* who firſt took 


x69 


upon them the care of Chriſtian ſocieties; | 


and in conſequence thereof were . conſtantly 
refreſhing the. minds of the people with a 
juſt ſenſe of the doctrines of the goſpel, and 
in that reſpect, were ſaid to be preachers of 
it, when thoſe who thus preached the goſpel, 
lived of the goſpel; (that is, on the bounty of 
thoſe to whom- they preached) then, thoſe 
who entered into the miniſtry, (that is, thoſe 
who undertook, to miniſter to, and for a 
Chriſtian ſogiety! in matters of religion) did 
it for no other end, but to be ſubſervient to 
the goſpel, and the ſaving mens ſouls, and 
to this was their care and labours in the mi- 


niſtry directed, as indeed then, they could 


not have any worldly advantage in 
view. But, <A apt ahi 5 — 1 
conſidered as the property of the Clergy, 
which by degrees came to be the caſe, 

men went into the miniſtry, ' not to 
purſue the great end which Chriſt came into 
the world to proſecute, ui, to ſecute to 
men their, future happineſs, but to' anſwer 
the E of wealth, and power, and 
grandeur to themſelves, and to the obtäin- 
ing of theſe} was their care and diligence 
and their induſtry chiefly. ditected. S0 that 


the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt for the molt. 


part became neglected and "diſregarded, any 
| | M 3 farther, 


Ne rw Goſpel ＋ 
farther, than, as it ſerved to grace and cou 
tenance mens worldly deſigus. 1 would 
not by this be underſtood to mean, that al 
who entered into the Chriſtian -miniſtry, 
did it with thoſe vicious views beforemeß. 
tioned; but what I intend is, that as" this 
was a natural conſequence of *Chriftian/ {0- 
cieties being poſſeſſed. with wealth "and 
power; ſo it became too generally t 
caſe. And, when Cle en came to be 
aver rewarded for the 8 N de 5 | 
they were appointed to perform; they then, 
generally became 8 ſetrvice "the 
were rewarded for. And indeed, "this 
been too much the caſe it ci, as Wel 
48 in religious affairs; the great reward 
which have been given to civil gott 
nors, have been too apt to ſet ſbme 0 
thoſe governors, above the work and flat 
they were rewarded for. But, let tat 
be as it will, what I obſerve is, that We 
aver rewarding a Chriſtian migiſtry, Wu. 
ders it in a great meaſure uſeleſs; 4 
generally ſets thoſe miniſters ' above "The 
ak and duty they arc | rewarded? ot 


The enlarging the revenues of the church, 
nat only introduced a %%%, but 4 
ſuperfluous Clergy, or a let of Clergymen, 
Rr ak 5 OG 


Jen Chriſt. afferied. 


wil BY fan. Qaieties; have anfrered! very little or 
la 0 good: parpdfe to the goſpel, of Chai, 
t all of men, Whntever plauſible 

ſtry Reg may have been made in, their 
nen. favqur. Fheſe ſuperſſaous e — 


been dignißed and diſtingyithed b 
pous titles, and weſtments, which. Bi foe 
to introduce a;groundleſs, vener ation and re- 
ben to their perſons, whilſt their principal 
ſineſs has been, to poſſeſs great revenues, 
to bv in pomp and grandeur, aſſuming and 
exerciſin 2 why ovet their brethren, 
whom — have endeavoured to keep under 
the power of ignorance and ſu ORR 
— ground and „ e 
eir w ſovereignty ; whoſe, power 
has been emplayed to the very great, hurt 
and damage o Chriſtian people, and has 
been bighly injurious to the goſpel of Chriſt, 
And tho", this has been _ gras the 
a in Po 


a. 


S258 


8 
4 . iris of che . 


— 5 1 {a their 420 after more increaſed 


benefices, ot one man tiking upon him the 
M + ſociety, 


17 


with it; and this introduced: plurality of 
care and charge of.. more than one Chriſtian 


172 


tious deſires. Tho it muff be 
that when the Clergy 


committed to their care, but 
jour neymen to do the work fpr'a ſmall Mpend, 


The Bus n 


ſociety, becauſe the profits'which'aroſs from 


one, was not ſufficient to gratify! bis butt. 


* 


b 


— 


took care to en 
their revenues, by introduting | 
benefices, they took care at the not 10 
increaſẽ their own labours, ” bat to 4 
them, by the introduction of a up ỹ 


Clergy. © Theſe ſupernumerary Clergymen, 
were ſuch as had no Chriſtian | = 
ſervod u 


whilſt the appointed guardian of the ele- 


| ie be e * A 2 


ties ſouls, 1 oY and idlely 
again, alle 


profits of it. "this: 
that moſt ez practioe Tf non-refidenice 
which very much prevails! at this keep 4 

practice the moſt unreaſonable, as a min not 
55 takes the cate and charge of the fouls 
of a Chriſtian ſociety upon him, in oer 
to do his beſt towards ſecuring to m 
their future happineſs ; but alſo receives 4 
handſome gratuity on that account; '" anda 
a reward fot that yery care and ſervick ; and 
yet notwithſtanding, he puts it off to . 
ther, to whom he pays a much leis reward 
than what he receives himſelf, and ts no 
farther thought nor care about * 


whether —— fink or ſwim, be ſaved 
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2 


= of mens > foals. in lber 


5 

deſerve his moſt ſerious regard; or as if 
what was to be done for-the people, was of 
ſuch little - conſequence, that it might be 
ſhifted off from one to another, and if it 
be bat done, then how, or When, or 

whom it is done, it mattereth not. Tho 
by the way, it is to be remembered, that 


4 tr: fling. affair, as not to 


neither the brreling nor his principal, are 


oſten more, or longer, or does more for 


the pe than their foted duty, and the 
lau n them 272 4 oſten not | fo 
much. Vea, ſuch is the ler A ſame 


F ings, people, they 
do not come near y to 
Sunday, and then it oe "haſtily: to read 

over the church ſervice,: with a ſhort leſſon 

n and when that is 25 the 
e ds ready at the batch, - carries 

off; and the people are left in the 


him 
wilderneſs of this world, 


a ſbepberd. And tho, this is not always, 
yet it is too often the caſe, even among us, 
in a Proteſtant country, and in a reformed 
cburch, a chuſch, rhich: (if ſome of our 
Clergy do not tell God Almighty ide tales 
= their Lg the beſt, the moſ 
pur 

of * church in the world; and, dh, it 

may 


like Heep without 4 


the moſt primitive and a e 2 


17. "The True Goſpel \of 
may well be doubted, whether. l 
2 Me and — 
who have: no pretente to 
characters. 80 that the Chriſtian migiſſ 
has not turned to any great account, wil 
reſpect to its being ſubfervient towards; the 
anſwering the true ends and purpoſes o th 
goſpel of Chriſt, which is What it ought; 
and what it was intended to be ſub 
to. What I intend — e 4s to he 
my reader how it comes bg that: whets 


the goſpel has been e 
25 


it has not generally had its and 5 
and that it is in part owing to that 
miniſtry which has too generally N 
the Chriſtian world. 

To this I may add, that the pollcfiingale 
Clergy with wealth and power, which was 
firſt introduced by mens great liberality f in 
giving their goods both moveable; and im- 
moveable to the church, this e 
only a uſeleſs, a ſuperfluous, and a 4 
numerary, but alſo an. injurious mi 
a miniſtry which were directiy and 1m 
diately highly injurious to the goſpel 
Chriſt, and to the ſouls of men. I thall 
not here take notice of the numberleſs evils 
and miſchiefs, and the miſeries which have 
been brought upon multitudes of aur. ſpecies 


by their means, by their- wicked, * 


eee rr TS 


a 
0 


FEES 


E 


enen 


figure of 


- zards; ſo th 


her chip edel 
and barbarou practices, and by theilt pro- 
cutement; ſot were all theſe to be entered 
upon record, (alowing me to uſe the fare 
ch, Wich 81 Ras uſed 
before me,) 1 ſappoſe the world” it: (af, 
would not contain the books which might 
be written : but chis is beſides" my preſent 
pop What 1 obſerve. is that the in- 
ucing of ud and power into Chriſtian 
ſocieties, introduced With it a miniſtry which 
were directly and Iiinmediately hib iy 3njurious 
to the goſpel of Christ, and cb Wuls of 
men. For as the (lergy werd ſet upom in- 
creaſing their wealth and power at all ha- 
ey, in order to anſwer wo 
purpe es, op introduded 4 e | 
ſuch à multitade of perl. on, 
and aſſomed to thethſclves” d potter, as 
took away the perſwaſſve influence of the 
oſpel, and rendered it of none effect. 
bon; bo Clergy claimed u diſpen/ing af 
wer Ro diſpenſe with mens du 


and an ing. power, or a power to * 
aulge men 1 2 ate ee and a purunning 


pres or a power to pardon and mens 
fins. So that by this meant, chef not 
only tobbed. the of their —— 

to enrich themſelves, but aſs they fadl 
25 then with regard to things Hiri 
to the ' manifeſt fu of the golpel, 


The Nue Goſpel of 


the apparent hazard of their ſouls, Anil 
the Clergy carried the of heaven at their 
girdles: ſo this gave an oppor tuni 


and a pretence when they let any ee 
or rather pretended fo to do, for receiving a 
bandfome: preſent for the favour, which t 
people were ready to make them. For, :if 
a man WII 4 * e 1 ein, or ſein vo 
Ein, and all that he bard. to_feve his life 
| then, what will he not give to ſave his 
when he apprehends it in danger, A 
as the /afety of mens ſouls,” was — 
be thus in the hands of the Clergy : ſo of 
courſe the great care and concern of the 
people was, oye ay ro render tink: 
Faves: acceptable to y. à rig 
havicur, and by. repentance and reformatiah 
of their evil ways, but to ſecure to them, 
ſelyes an - intereſt in their pries, ee 
might be done with an indulgence of 
vicious inclinations ;' and thus, the 
ſwaſive influence of the soſpel Was loſt he 


on them. ing 
- To which T.cay eng, = add, that the 
wicked lives e 
been highly — — to the goſpel K's Cale 
and to the ſouls of men. For, as 'exaniple 
generally inftuences more frangiy than pre- 
+ cept, and as had examples are apt to Work 
mare ſtrongly and perſwaſively than -goad 
| ones: 


0 


— BI 


a we 6@A% . 


Jy d exam l of, 1 
are an 50 > Zo 


others. men are Ae (ed to be 
acquainted Leh their duty, 1 to have an 


— . 4 m—_ = 
J = 8. 
— 5 a a 

: - „ —F ” 


g 1 awakened ſenſe of it; and therefore, the 
the people are too apt to think they may "follow 
_ their example with fafzty.” So that, hen 


Clergymen go into any wicked practices, the 
e follow them, and think they may a 
25 exceed them, without any apprehen- 
ſion of danger to themſelves. And thus, 
the perſwaſiye influence of the goſpel, 1s | 
weakened and de 
So that, if it be conſidered, What a "lone 
of contention was. introduced among Chri- 
ſtians, by the introduction of Rs and 
er into Chriſtian ſocieties, and what 
frrife and debate, quarrels and fumults have 


. <3, 
FSS &ESP 


em: 


= 


155 followed upon it; and likewiſe, that it in- 
** troduced among Chriſtians many uſeleſs, 
in and ſuperfluous, and fupernumerary, and above 
up- all many injurious Clergymen, or men who. 
; 2 in a —_ 7 e 1 the 
4 true ga efus y weakening 
a and Hs % its perſwaſive influence, and 


rendering it of none effect. I fay, When 
all this is conſidered, then, it will not a 

ſtrange, and my reader will ſee how it 
comes to paſs, that with reſpect to thoſe 
who have received and profeſſed the goſpel. 
=Y 


þ Po | 
4 > 


754 it has not Se d d its proper effect : 


„has been very injurious to the 
Chi. For, as by this means £ 
ſtianity is become in à manner 

deſcending from parents to their halen 
Ea to be once a Chriſtian, is tobe 
| always a Chriſtian, without his taking 9 
farther thought or care about it. Per 

in the preſent caſe, are made Chtiſti 
whilſt they are under an incapacity 
knowing what Chriſtianity is; and con- 
ſequently, are ſuch independent of | theit 
choice. And as their own judgment ;or 
practice was not the ground- or reaſen 
their being Chriſtians : . ſo. too too man 
have been apt to conclude that their . after 
conduct makes no alteration in the gale, 
And accordingly, multitudes of perſons.have 
claimed the character of Chriyftzans, and a8 
ſuch preſume that they are intereſted in the 
promiſes of the goſpel, when they have 950 
no other pretence to theſe, but their 
made Chriſtians by baptiſm in their chi 
hood. And as the practice of making in 
fant Chriſtians has generall prevailed, over 


the Chriſtian world, there having been but: 


few Chriſtians comparatively for w yp 
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| Jolie Ari ene. 
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0 making intent Chai 
inns ben taken place; ſo the inſtitutions 
of Chriſt have been profirtured to grace and 
countenance it. And thus infants have been 
ſen er flees A that 1 
eſent to 3 that is, 
rye belief in, and ſubtmniſſion to his goſpel; 
when they were not capable of knowing 
any thing af either. And thus likewiſe they 
— been made to partade of that inſtitution 
by which the memory of Chriſt's life and 
death was intended to be preſerved and kept 
freſh in the minds of his people; when 
they were incapable of knowing that there 
ever was ſuch a perſon as Chriſt in the 
world. This I call a proſitution of the in- 
ſtitutions of -Chriſt, becauſe in truth it is 
no leſs. The inſtitutions of Chriſt were in- 
tended to be ſubſervient to the goſpel, by 
awakening ſuitable reflections in thoſe that 
uſe them, and thereby producing in them 
ſuitable and proper affections and actions; 
and therefore to apply theſe to ſubjects in- 
capable of 2 is to apply them 
in ſuch a way as that the end of thoſe in- 


a pally be anſwered _ | 
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them; and this Carly: Is a [of 
the . of 7 And 5 
perſwaſive influence Boche, been 
Levy much weakened thereby; ſo from heijbe 
my reader will likewiſe ſee how it — 
paſs, that where the goſpel has been rech 
and profeſſed, it has not generally had it 
proper effect. Again 

Eighthly, that which has been 19. 
all injurious to the goſpel of Chriſt, w 
the blending together Chriſtian and ch 
ſocieties and making them the ſame thing 
By this unnatural coalition, all the other 
ways by which the goſpel has been per. 
verted, have been as it were ruhe 
and confirmed. By this, the moſt abſurd 

doctrines; and the moſt groſs © ſuperſtitions 
| have been eftabliſhed and perpetuated wank 
many generations, without any hope . 
proſpect of a reformation. By this, the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity has been - maide 
principally ſubſervient, not to the /avinguel 
mens ſouls in another world, but to agiwer 
the purpoſes of worldly policy i in this. By 
this, the moſt bed and cruel | peryecutam 


have been introduced among and „ 
by Chriſtians, which has brought great 


ſcendal upon Chriſtianity, and is a r 
even to the Chriſtian name. By this, 


n 86 been — of = 
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of all chara&ers, as well 


, 


„ as the in 


ſocieties have been ſo far from recommending 
Chriſtianity to a general acceptance, that on 
the contrary, the groſ# prevarications, and 
other abominable praQices'of Chriſtians have 


rendered it odzows and © confemptible to the 


reſt of mankind. And by this, a miniſtry 
has been effabhſhed and impoſed upon Chri- 
ſtian Wo" no whether hot mini 
have preached the true goſpel efus Chre/t, 
or whethis they have D 
as tend to ſubvert it, whether they have pro- 
ſecuted the good and well being of the re- 


ſpective ſocieties committed to their care, ot 


whether they have been plagues and peſts to 
them, whether in their private characters 


they have been an ornament or a ſcandal to 


the Chriſtian religion, I fay, let the caſe 


have been how it would in theſe and many 
ple have been obliged 


other reſpe&ts, the peo 
to attend them, and fit down under their 
miniſtry, it not being in their power to re- 
dreſs themſelves, except it were hy a /epa- 
ration from the eſtabliſhed religion, that 
has been #00. often attended with the moſt 
dreadful conſequencts to them ;_ conſequences 
ſo dreadful, as has rendered Chriſt:anty, or 
rather what has been called by that na 


N the 


| 6 * a0 
ſober and Virtuous; and hereby, Chriſtian 
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the moſt terrible thing that ever took ths 

in the world. And as the ROY 
civil and Chriſtian ſocictigs, by 1 0 Fi 
the ſame thing, (and which” ought ever to 


ments 
with 
N ufficie 


have been kept diſtin& and Neat Au 
been highly 1 injurious to the goſpel of 1 Uh 10 
and as it has given n ſuch 4 ny | 10 2 
wound, as is not likely to be | ad tt 


will ſhew my reader Wow it 85 to * 
that where the goſpel has been received and 
profeſſed, it has not generally had its prope 
effect and influence upon the minds and 
lives of men, - Again 

Laſtly I obſerve, that as man is a fre 
being: ſo it muſt be in his power, and be 
left to his choice whether he will behave well, 
or ill, notwithſtanding the great tendency of 
the goſpel to diſpoſe and engage him to do 
what 1s right. And ſuppoſin wen a man 
attends to what is offere Tin e goſpel; be 
cannot avoid being convinced of the truth 
and reaſonableneſs of it: yet ſtill he has it in 
his power, and it is left to his choice whe- | 
ther the goſpel ſhall have its proper effec 
upon his mind and life, or not. And s 
experience ſhews, what influence appetite 
and paſſion, bad example, vicious felt love, 
and the like has upon the actions of many 
men, by which they are led to do that 
| which upon mature conſideration their judg- 
ments 


and pt 


Jar Chi afferred. 
ments would condemn: So this, together 
with what I have obſerved above, will be 


to paſs, that the goſpel of Chriſt, tho ex- 
ellently ſuited to reform the world, and 
ightly to direct and govern the affections 
and actions of men; yet it has not generally 
had that effect upon thoſe who have received 
and profeſſed it. 


8 


ſufficient to ſhew my reader how it comes 
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HUS 1 have gone through wha | 
J. e ſed, and have ſhewn what u that 

great 29 and the profeſſed defign"d perſy 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's coming info Iwill 
world, and of what he did, and 'fufferedMf whic 
in it, from it and for it. I have likewiel foun 
ſhewn what were the megns Chriſt mat or g 
uſe of in order to obtain the end prope-if thing 
ſd; and that thoſe means are | excellent" of ta 
ſuited to anſwer that purpoſe. I have di creat 
ſhewn what were, and are ſome of the privy and a 


_—_ ways by which that end has been di- 

appointed. And as in the doing of this, 
have had occaſion to take notice of a varict) 
of points: ſo I could but touch upon m 
of them, becauſe otherways I muſt hut 
run out this tract to a 1 greater lag 
which I choſe to awoid. 1 


— 
a, 


e. Cbrift affrtal 
To conclude the whole, 1 beg leave to 


recommend to my reader the ſerious confi- 
deration of a future judgment and retribution, 


"7 


and if he is perſwaded there will be ſuch a_ 


judgment, as I hope he is; that then, he 
+ WH would not barely entertain it as a ſpeculation 
which in point of argument he is capable 
of defending, but that he would pay ſuch 
a ſerious regard to it, as to make it a 
principle of action to himſelf; that is, that 
he would ſo regard it, as to live ſuitable to 
ſuch a perſwaſion, and as one that muſt 
give an account of . himſelf to God, And 
that my reader may have a welk-grounged 
perſwaſion of the forementioned truth, I 
will lay before him the principles upon 
which the certainty of a future judgment is 
founded. viz, Firſt, that there is a Deity 
or governing mind, who as. he made all 
things excluſive of himſelf: ſo he N 
or takes cognizance of the actions of his 
creatures. Secondly, that there is a natural 
and an eſſential difference in things, and that 
one thing or action is preferable to another 
in nature. Thirdly, the eſſential difference 


thing or action to another in nature, is 
the ground of the divine conduct, and the 
reaſon why God chuſes to act one way ta- 


in things and the preferableneſs of one 


ther than another. Fourthly,. as God is 
N 3 preſent 
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: preſent to, and in, and with all things, ard 
as he has no wrong or vitiated affectiom 
from within, nor any inticing temptation 
from without, to miſlead him, either in 
point of judgment or practice: fo from 
Ken it becomes certain, that he cannaf er 
in point of judgment, and that he will w 
in 3 practice; * i 
ibly form a wrong judgment of thi 
1 264 caſe, and he will always chuſe t 
act right, or agreeably to that reaſon d 
action which reſults from the eſſential dil. 
ference, and the preferableneſs of one thing 
to another in nature, Theſe I fay, are the 
principles upon which the certainty () of 
a future judgment is founded. . 
I ſhall not here take upon me to prove 
the ſeveral principles before laid down, but 
only ſhew my reader how the certain) af 
a future judgment does naturally reſult f 
them. Man is a creature who is qualified 
to diſcern the eſſential difference, and” the 
preferableneſs of one thing or action to an. 
other in nature, tho' in complex caſes he i 
liable to miſtake, He is likewiſe a jr 
being, who has power put into His hand, 
tho' ſome more, ſome leſs, which renders 


| (®) By certainty is not meant mathematical, but won 
certainty, which is all the certainty that the nature of the 
thing will admit in the preſent caſe. 
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of contributing to the good 
burt, to the happineſs or miſery yo 
y of his ſellow creatures, of being a bg 
ng or a cum, a. benefaffor or a plague to 
the intelligent world. And as man is fuch 
a beings who has it thus in his power, and 
it is left to his choice, whether he will con- 


or 
n 


is a general happineſs, or whether he will 
perverſely, and out of an exceſſive and un- 
reaſonable 8 1 ira | — to 
the contrary; of whic man will be 
more or leſs one- or the — ſo when he 
bas thus acted his part in life, and is gone 
L e, e nf apa 
oft 30. „it is per * j t an 
equal, that the maker, director, and gover- 
nour of the univerſe, ſhould call him to an 
2 for his 8 and 7 ſhew 
is favour or his diſpleaſure to him, ac- 
—— as the 2 demerit of his 
actions ſhall render him worthy of either. 
And as God will always act agreeably to 
that reaſon of action, vrhich reſults from 
the eſſential difference, and the preferable- 
neſs of one thing or action to another in 
2 and as there is an Fug 
a future judgment, refulting from that di 
rence : þ from hence it will unavoidably 
follow, that God will moſt certainly judge 
N 4 the 
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tribute to the general end of being, which 


| the world. And thus my 
ſee, that the certainty, of à future judg- 
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reader - may 


ment and retribution is deduced, plainly, 


and evidently, from the forementioned prit- 


2 


the on 


that ſome men roundly aſſert (and ſeem to 


Theſe I think are the grounds;and 


grounds, upon which the certainty 
uture judgment is founded. I knos 


do it by way of inſult upon the Dez, 
men can have no certainty of a future 


judgment, any other way than from revela- 


tion: but I beg thoſe on carefully to 


examine the principles before laid down, and 
then, ſhew the world wherein: the Agen dd 


my reaſoning lies. Anỹd 4 es 


As it 


is pretended men can have no cn 


tainty of a future judgment but from e. 


lation; I therefore, crave leave to aſk; what 


revelation affords in the 


caſe? And the anſwer I preſume will be, 
that God has declared therein that he will 
judge the world. And this leads me to en- 
quire, what certainty men have, that God 


will act agreeably to ſuch a declaration? 
And here the common, and indeed the 
only anſwer is, that God is a God of truth 
who cannot, that is to ſay, who will mt 


lie nor deceive. But then, the queſtion! wi 
return, what certainty have we that ( 


_ not 


n And here 1 


„err a 2D wh 


Tar ggg. FA FT 


Lo e e 


> y 


1 


wr 
- 


FFs de ri 


8 
* 


Toh Chrift oferied. 
the anſwer will be; either, that Hing and 
deceiv ing is wrong and unfit in the gener - 
or elſe it is ſo in the preſent ra aa 
that zhis affords a Proper, &r ground of cer- 
— either, that will not lie nor 
deceive in 'any . or elſe that he will not 
do it at leaſt in the coſe before us; and from 
bence it will fo 02 God will moſt 
certainly judge the world, ſeeing be has de- 
clared thir he will do <4 Now, N r 
we conſider lying and deceivin wron 
d u ig eral, nj 0-0 1 d 
ſo only in the preſent t'caſe, it comes: to the 
fame with reſpe& to this argument: be- 
cauſe in both caſes it is ſuppoſed that there 


is an eſſential difference in things, and that 


one thing ot action is preferable to another 
in nature, and likewiſe that ſuch difference 
is the ground or 'rezſon why God chuſes to 
act one way rather than 190 ; Why he 


chuſes to reveal the truth rather. than a | 


lie; either in the general, or in a dal | 
cular caſe ; why he © chuſcs to keep 1 731 

miſe rather than breat it. Aa as this is 
the only ground of certainty with reſpect to 
the divine veracity, namely, we are ſure 
that God will not lie nor 8 becauſe 


| bing. and deceiving is wrong and unfit, ei- 
t 


er in the gone or in any 2 
caſe referred to; ſo this affords a 3 


#9P . 
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of certainty, that God 


or not, anke that b. 
ſhould. 7 1 
But farther, the cerrai Which revela- 
tion affords in the preſent caſe, does not 
barely reſult from the divine declaration, 
from the ground or regſim of that 1 
tion, viz. the rightne/s and fitneſs of the 
thing declared. For, were we to | 
what is not to be admitted, viz. that-there 
is no reaſon reſulting from che nature of 
things for a future judgment; then 1 
we could not be certain that «wy ever 
would be ſuch a thing, even tho God bad 
declared that he would judge the world; 
becauſe if he may be ſuppoſed to act wich 
out, or againſt reaſon in one inſtance (Which 
would be the preſent caſe), - ma 25 pn 
= it P a An . inſtances ;.if 
reaſon - declared 
l judge the world, then he m rigs 


wy 
7 


without, or againſt reaſon a Fog to 


by ſuch a declaration; and conſequent; 
the divine declaration upon pr 

ſuppoſition, would not afford. Fry a 2 
of credit, as ought abſolutely to be we 
upon; and therefore, certainty could not 
poſſibly reſult from it. 80 chat, if the cer- 


2 winty of a * judgment, could not b 


diſcov 


Jesus Chriſt aſſerted. 

diſcovered by gh; then. much, le could 
it be done by a dine revelation. And from 
what I have obſerved, I think, it plainly 
appears, that reyelation is ſo far from car- 
rying the evidence for a future judgment 
higher than reaſon, that it rather borrows or 
derives its own ſtrength from it. Indeed, 


2 
R 


— 
* 


in witneſſing to the ſame truth, this ma 
be faid to carry the evidence for that trut 
higher or farther, than when either of thoſe 
evidences ſtood. fingle and alone, and in 
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when a ſecond evidence is added to a firft, 
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Aay, this ſenſe, revelation may be faid to carry - 
ever the evidence for a future judgment bigber 
had or farther than reaſon, as the divine teſti- 
orld ; mony, is added to the evidence arifing from 


reaſon, and both join iſſue in witneſſing to 
the ſame trutun. | 


cauſe if what ſome men complain of be true, 
viz, that Deiſm and infidelity prevarl; then, 


E 


OE 


— 


be of little or no weight with perſons who 
perſons muſt be dealt with ſome other way. 


w1/dom,, their duty, and their intereſt, both 


EVE EESS 


The reaſon why I inſiſt on this is, be- 


doubt or diſbelieve it; and therefore, thoſe 


They muſt be ſhewn by arguments drawn' 
from reaſon and experience, that it is their 


with reſpect to this world, and that to come, 
22 0 T . to 


there is an apparent neceſhty for it. The 
evidence ariſing from divine revelation, will 
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to live gad and. virtuous lies. They ; mull 
be made. ſenfible, that they are accountable 


creatures, Who are N for their pre. 

ſent behaviour to God, whether there be any 

ſuch thing as a divine reyelation, or not, 
This I ſay muſt be done, if we would do 

the perſons here referred to any ſetvice, this 

being what the ſuppoſed. preſent circumſtan- 

ces of things require; and this is what one 

would think, every good man, who has a 

tender regard for the preſent and future well- 

being of mankind, would chuſe to do. But 

inſtead of this, they are frequently told, that 

they can have no certainty of a L judg- 

ment and- retribution but from revelation, 

which is the ſame as to ſay, that they can 

have no certainty at all. And as to the 

perſons here referred: to, who are ſuppoſed 

to diſbelieve the divinity. of the Chriſtian 

revelation, it is the fame as to tell them, 

that they may give as great @ hoſe to their 

appetites and paſſions as they pleaſe, becauſe 
it cannot be made evident to them, that they 

are accountable for their actions. This is a 

fad ſtate of the caſe, and yet it is what ſome 

of our Chriſtian writers, and Chriſtianity 

defenders inſiſt on. And not only this, 

but other principles are advanced, which 

are ſubverſive of religion and virtue, vis. 
that /elf-intere/} is the ground and foun- 

2 dation 
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dation of all obligation; that there is 10 
real 2 in ä when confider- 
ed abſtractedly from, — in 

any divine determination concerning them; 
and the like. So that there is no principle 
in nature to reaſon from, nor any foundation 
for argument, with reſpect to religion, and 
divine revelation, And thus virtue and re- 
gion, are in danger of being * up by 
the roots, 
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A SHORT 


DISSERTATION 


ON 


PROVIDENCE. 


Wherein the Doctrine of a particular Providence 


is particularly conſidered. 


a RDLaLO”n 


By THOMAS CHUBB. 
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dence. Secondly, God, at the creation, 
called into being various ipegies of animats 


oro yeh. on. and placed in them 


— and paſſions, and 2 be of 
trence hs 5 ve to! thei? * 
aniwet the pp 


ta oc tg appeti 
= degree of intelligence peculiar to 2 
particular animal, confidered fimply a8 an 
animal, was intended to be, both the | 

ples. and the rule. and. 1 
action to 


fuch 
been the Lo 2 . DE WIA 


ever ſince the creation, ws Ive the various 


ſpecies, of animals by a conſtant and pr 
ptoduction; and bas continued fo "thi 
fame appetites,” paſſions, and degree ub 
telligence as was originally given to 
des (with ſorne variation as to ing 
arifing from their different caules 


nature); by which means the wm or 1 


of the he ke as to the animal 
on. Thirdly,” God, at the creation ge 


and 


" as been” conſtantly and unifor 


man, and made him ta be the chief or pm 


cipal. inhabitant of this glote,.. by. placing 
him not only appetites, paſſions, and a 
/ Alte 22 * degree 
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mon ith: "the" reſt of che 
Moby: in bim 


endowi 44 er fuch mem ev 

o Ep conſtituted Him a ron 
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